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2021 Prioritization and Budget
Each year, the City Commission convenes at the Fort Lauderdale Woman’s
Club for a Workshop to set our top priorities for the upcoming fiscal year. In
previous years, the workshops were held over two days, but this year we
condensed the workshop to a five-hour session. The Mayor and
Commissioners shared and discussed their top concerns, producing the list
below:

Our Top Priorities

Infrastructure
 Sewer Mains, Water Mains, Stormwater, Seawalls

Transportation and Traffic

Affordable Housing and Homelessness
 

Downtown Masterplan and Comprehensive Plan Implementation

Water Quality of our Waterways
 

Sea-Level Rise and Resiliency

My recommendations were based on input from the community, through the
accumulation of thousands of emails, letters, calls and conversations with
residents over the year. Many of these initiatives were also the result of longer
detailed discussions with District 2 Neighborhood Presidents, who provide an
excellent grassroots perspective on how we can best move forward as a City.
Throughout our discussions in District 2, we were able to prioritize several
other goals, which I will advocate throughout the rest of the year:

Safety
Improving EMS response times and addressing streetlight outages (the
number one complaint we receive) to ensure our communities are safe and
secure.

Enforcement
From trash and broken fences to parking under “no parking signs” and
liveaboards dumping into our canals, we need a better handle on enforcement
to maintain clean and safe neighborhoods across the City. If we clean up our
streets and treat our community with respect, our City will be something we
can be proud of for generations to come.

Communications
We must continue to improve our communication efforts regarding City
Projects and Budgets to provide transparency and information that is easy to
digest on all of our initiatives. 
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Without input from people like you, our City Hall staff would not know how to
prioritize their time, and what challenges we need to tackle together. The Goal
Setting Workshop is just the “Kick-Off” to our Annual Budget Process where we
will strive to align spending with our designated priorities. Below is a timeline of
the budget planning process between now and September 2020, when the City
Commission will vote to adopt the FY 2021 Budget.  I would invite everyone to
come join us, as the contributions of the community are the most important
ingredient in bringing meaningful change to City Hall.

Key Meetings regarding the 2021 Budget Process

Joint Budget Advisory Board and City Commission Workshop: Tuesday, March 3
 
Revenue Estimating Conference Committee Meetings – Wednesdays, March 25, April 1,
April 8, and April 15
 
Department Budget Presentations to the Budget Advisory Board: Wednesdays, May 6,
May 13, and May 20 (See schedule below)
  
Joint Budget Advisory Board and City Commission Workshop: – Tuesday, June 16
 
Proposed Budget Submitted to City Commission – Tuesday, July 7

City Commission sets the maximum millage rate and non-ad valorem assessment rates to
be sent by first class mail by the Broward County Property Appraiser on the TRIM notice –
Tuesday, July 7
 
Joint Budget Advisory Board and City Commission Workshop – Tuesday, August 18
 
Two Public Hearings and the Adoption of the City Budget: September – dates to be
determined and approved by the Commission based upon dates set by the School Board
and Broward County. 



Two Great Traditions Return to Fort Lauderdale on March 14!
St. Patrick’s Celebration and Debut of Pro Soccer Highlight March

On Saturday, March 14, Fort Lauderdale celebrates the return of a legendary tradition –
the St. Patrick’s Parade and Festival and the home debut of Inter Miami CF, David
Beckham’s new Major League Soccer team!

The pageantry and excitement begins bright and early when thousands will gather at
Huizenga Plaza (Las Olas and Andrews Avenue) at 7 a.m. for the annual Shamrock Run.
Festivities will continue throughout the morning with live music and entertainment, and
then, it’s time for the largest St. Patrick’s Parade in South Florida.

The St. Patrick’s Parade begins at 11:00 a.m. this year and travels west along Las Olas



Boulevard from S.E. 5 Avenue through the heart of downtown Fort Lauderdale. The
colorful parade will feature more than 100 decorative floats, pipe and drum corps, classic
automobiles, bagpipers, marching bands, Irish dancers, street performers, scout troops,
local sports teams, Veterans groups, and more.

Following the parade, don’t miss the St. Patrick’s Festival, which runs until 7 p.m. at
Huizenga Plaza and along the Riverwalk. Highlights will include live bands, interactive
entertainment, cultural attractions, a Kids Zone, and an exclusive performance by
U2BYUV, the ultimate U2 tribute band. For more information about the St. Patrick’s
Parade and Festival, visit www.stpatsftl.com.

Saturday, March 14 also marks the opening of Major League Soccer (MLS) in Fort
Lauderdale! At 2:30 p.m., Inter Miami CF will take the field for its inaugural home opener at
the brand new, 18,000-seat professional soccer stadium located on the former site of
Lockhart Stadium. 

The historic game will match Inter Miami against the L.A. Galaxy, which happens to be
David Beckham’s former team. Beckham played for the Galaxy from 2007 - 2012, leading
the club to back-to-back MLS Cup Championships in 2011 and 2012. The opening
matchup should prove to be an exciting contest as Inter Miami boasts a host of talented
young players led by a trio of 19-year-olds that includes Argentine midfielder Matías
Pellegrini and forward Julián Carrranza, along with Venezuelan defender Christian
Makoun.

Inter Miami’s debut marks a major milestone in the public/private partnership between the
City of Fort Lauderdale and the Beckham group. Under the agreement, the Beckham
group is investing $60 million to transform the 64-acre Lockhart Stadium property into a
soccer-centric community destination. In addition to the new soccer stadium, the complex
will include a 50,000 square foot state-of-the-art soccer training center and seven
professional fields. The facility will be home to Inter Miami’s United Soccer League (USL)
team and the Academy. It will also host international clubs, tournaments and local high
school sporting events.

At the same time, exciting plans are moving forward for a signature community park that is
also being funded and constructed by the Beckham group. The community destination will
feature public gathering areas, open green space, shade structures, a dog park,
playgrounds, multi-purpose fields, a walking/jogging/fitness trail, along with other
amenities and ancillary facilities all for use by our community.

The City’s partnership with the Beckham group breathes new life into this landmark
property. It brings professional soccer back to our community; provides our youth with
opportunities for expert coaching, training, and instruction; gives our City much-needed
new parks and recreation areas, athletic fields, and stadium access; and ushers in the
return of high school games and athletic events.

I’m excited to see the tremendous progress being made on this game-changing initiative
that fulfills our shared vision of expanding green space and promoting active healthy
lifestyles. It is truly a transformative project that will redefine the Uptown area of Fort
Lauderdale and make a lasting impact on our community for generations to come.

See you at both amazing events on Saturday, March 14.

http://www.stpatsftl.com/


PLEASE CLICK ON ALL IMAGES BELOW FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING
EACH EVENT







Information for Election Day(s)
A Presidential Primary Election is held on the third Tuesday of March in a presidential
election year. The Primary Election is held 11 weeks before the General Election for
purposes of nominating party nominees to be voted for in the General Election to fill a
national, state, county, or district office. A General Election is held in November of every
even-numbered year. The election dates for 2020 are:

Presidential Preference Primary Election: March 17
Primary Election: August 18
General Election: November 3

Note: Special elections may be called at any time during the year. Local elections may also
be held throughout the year. Check the Local Elections Database which contain dates as

https://dos.elections.myflorida.com/calendar/


reported by the county for elections (county-specific, municipal, special district, or other
local election) scheduled within one county. Contact your county Supervisor of
Elections for the most up-to-date information.

Deadline to Register (Book Closing)
Eligible individuals can register to vote at any time. The deadline to register in order to
participate in an upcoming election is 29 days before the election. The registration
deadlines for 2020 are:

Presidential Preference Primary Election: February 18*
Primary Election: July 20
General Election: October 5

*Federal holiday moves the deadline to the next business day 

Vote-by-Mail Ballot 'Send' Deadline
For vote-by-mail ballot requests on record, state law requires that the ballots be sent
during specified timeframes.
For absent stateside and overseas uniformed service member and overseas civilian voters
(also known as UOCAVA voters), Supervisors of Elections send the ballots no later than
45 days before an election. The send periods for 2020 are:

Presidential Preference Primary Election: February 1
Primary Election: July 4
General Election: September 19

For domestic voters, Supervisors of Elections send the ballots during a 7-day window
between 40 and 33 days before an election. The send periods for 2020 are:

Presidential Preference Primary Election: February 6 – 13
Primary Election: July 9 - July 16
General Election: September 24 – October 1

Early Voting Period
Broward County Early voting begins March 7th and ends March 15th. Voting is between
the hours of 10am and 6pm.

https://dos.elections.myflorida.com/supervisors/


The City’s Comprehensive Plan provides the blueprint for orderly and
sustainable land development over the next decade and beyond. It provides



the City with long-term direction through goals, objectives, and policies for
future land use and serves as the basis for the City’s zoning and land
development regulations. An important component of the Comprehensive Plan
is identifying the infrastructure and growth demands needed to support existing
needs and future growth. The Comprehensive Plan contains elements that
address future land use, housing, transportation, infrastructure, water supply,
coastal management, conservation, parks and recreation, historic preservation,
public school facilities, intergovernmental coordination, and capital
improvements, and includes objectives and policies formulated to preserve and
enhance community character.

At the January 21st Conference Meeting, the Urban Design and Planning
Division of the Department of Sustainable Development provided a
presentation to the City Commission with an overview of proposed
amendments to the City's Comprehensive Plan Update "Advance Fort
Lauderdale" and obtain City Commission comments and feedback. The next
public hearing will be held during the February 18th City Commission Meeting.







Sign Up for CodeRED
Stay Informed! 

The City of Fort Lauderdale uses CodeRED, a high-speed telephone
notification system, to send mass notifications by phone, email and text to keep
citizens informed. In the event of an evacuation, utility outage, water main
break, fire or flood, chemical spill, or other emergency situation, the City may
activate CodeRED to send emergency notifications to registered subscribers.
The City may also use CodeRED to communicate non-life safety matters, such
as planned road closures, water main repairs, water service interruptions, etc.

More Information Sign Up for CodeRed

Neighbors can now report FPL Power Outages

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KDobFcFwNjWxQBhjYvnS4Vyec4fPBlvUbKPsrv79Eik9dYHQQMY1ixI-IkiAW1FnHqwWThPdXPgB8OGb1AiTMQP_yZimZcuffq_EKPvu-bNAv3PdcQn0xtuGcKe0zVUK3ubCMLGdYCHwAggV_ctxj2t0W7geV3BCgTBz4fDPD7BY93XBCYmOydZw2H2RunIK&c=dELxUCeoTPmF2sjq77EgAT_f0CWE529kBDvg3Y4PzSSZWElfz3TeTg==&ch=QmA2r3kxjG-XxGcaUFrKj1zPewx5b17xgN05BZpR2M-eLmulvGf5ig==
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/strategic-communications/codered
http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/codered


Click Here to Report a Power Outage

The U.S. Census Bureau is recruiting to fill hundreds of thousands of temporary positions
across the country to assist with the 2020 Census count! The U.S. Census Bureau is
recruiting some 500,000 workers nationwide, including more than 14,500 in South Florida.
Hiring for the Census begins in January. South Florida census takers will be paid $17.50
an hour, the Census organization says. The Census is especially looking to recruit
bilingual speakers in Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade counties. The organization
also needs clerical workers and field supervisors. For those hired, paid training begins in
March and April. The actual door-to-door Census taking begins in early May, and is
expected to conclude by early July.

To find out more information and how to apply, please click on the buttons below.

Census Website SunSentinel Article

https://www.fpl.com/my-account/web-outage.html?cid=HCTL03#wors/mainTab/phoneTab
https://2020census.gov/en/jobs.html
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/business/fl-bz-census-hiring-20191224-q3z7egjslneynh5e6tz6mj2say-story.html


On January 31, the City Commission met for our Annual Goal Setting Workshop. Excellent
discussion as we formulated our Top Priorities, Priorities, and continued Management In
Process issues. Staff will consolidate a report and identify deliverables and milestones.
Lots of work to do, and we will do it.

Serving on the County Solid Waste and
Recycling Working Group, I faced a
learning curve so I joined City Staff for
Waste Management's Recycling and
Landfill Disposal Presentation at its
Monarch Hill Landfill in Pompano Beach.
Thank you to the WM Staff for a most
informative and educational afternoon!

District 2 Neighborhood Association
Presidents' Roundtable - love this group!
So involved, so intelligent, so committed!
Great turnout and many thanks to Deputy
City Manager Rob Hernandez and History
Fort Lauderdale Executive Director Patricia
Coyle Zeiler for joining us.

https://www.facebook.com/patricia.zeiler?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARA75s62gs6qXeTyAf4PhvAOYDpaX_uJvQ_DEGb7QOrV4BsmOvkVAulv1zKkuJTjAvCMM5LbNr-kaNsY&fref=mentions


So pleased to welcome more than 50 high
school students to City Hall as part
of #GovChatFTL - Engaging Youth
Leaders. The students learned about City
government, a variety of local agencies,
and participated in roundtable
discussions. Congrats to our Neighbor
Leadership team and Education Officer,
Zoie Saunders. Great new program for our
youth!

South Middle River Civic Association had
its first meeting of the new year on January
28. Prior to the membership meeting was a
code meeting with staff and excellent
attendance at both. Lots of issues and we
will continue to address them all in working
together with the
neighborhood. Congrats to the newly
seated Board of Directors!

What better way to welcome the Chinese
New Year than to cut the ribbon on the
kickoff of #Artwalk2020?! Love the energy
and the arts in MASS District, Flagler
Village, and FAT Villlage. Artwalk is all
about creating interactive and memory-
making arts experiences for our City
throughout the year! Congrats to all who
make this happen.

Las Olas Mobility Working Group continued
to make progress with a presentation from
our consultant, Corradino Group. Great
dialogue, excellent questions and
exchange of ideas. Timeline was reviewed
and next steps include walking tours,
surveys, and compilation of research as we
formulate a plan by year's end.

Terrific to be part of the King Holiday
Celebration for MLK Day. Great parade
along Sistrunk, Avenue of the Arts, and SW
2nd St. to Esplanade Park for the festival.

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/govchatftl?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/artwalk2020?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG


The work and the mission continue; we still
have a long way to go.

A very special honor to present a proclamation in recognition of International Holocaust
Remembrance Day - January 27th- on the 75th Anniversary of the liberation of the
Auschwitz concentration camp. Thank you to all the Rabbis in attendance as well as their
congregants and County Commissioner Lamar Fisher. I was particularly moved by the
presence of the Holocaust survivors and their children. Their strength and spirit are a joy
to behold.

The following Advisory Boards are available to serve on for District 2 and
Consensus:

Central City Redevelopment Advisory Board
Complete Count Advisory Committee

Community Appearance Board
Fire Rescue Bond Committee
Nuisance Abatement Board

 
If you are interested, please apply online.

 
Feel free to contact District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima Raju at

praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923 if you have any questions.

Please visit the Fort Lauderdale Calendar for a complete list of events and details.

Fort Lauderdale City Calendar City News Center

http://fortlauderdale.granicus.com/boards/w/535c460f8191bab3
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/strategic-communications/event-calendar
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/strategic-communications/city-news


Steve Glassman
Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner, District 2 

The greatness of our community starts with passionate citizens like you. 

Please do not hesitate to contact our District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima Raju,
with any questions, comments or thoughtful suggestions at
praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923.

Visit the District 2 Website Follow us on Facebook
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