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REQUEST:  Certificate of Appropriateness for Major Alteration  

• Removal of existing 5’-0” after-the-fact chain link fence and installation of a 6’-

0” high green vinyl coated chain link fence and rolling gate with a green privacy 

screen. 
 

Case Number PLN-HP-COA-20040001 FMSF#  

Applicant/Owner Free Bethlehem Baptist Church 

Agent Luke Joseph, Corner Stone Property Management LLC 

Address 721 SW 2nd Street 

General Location 
Northeast corner of the SW 2nd Street and SW 8th Avenue 

intersection 

Legal Description 
TOWN OF FT LAUDERDALE B-40 D W 176 FT M/L OF S 135 OF LOT 9 

LESS W 20 FOR R/W BLK 20 

Existing Use Industrial 

Proposed Use Industrial 

Zoning RMM-25 

Applicable ULDR Sections 47-24.11.D.3.c.i, 47-17.7.B 

Authored By Trisha Logan, Historic Preservation Planner 
 

Property Background: 

The property located at 721 SW 2nd Street is within the Sailboat Bend Historic District and 

the date of construction is 1945 per the Broward County Property Appraiser. The property 

includes a portion of a one-story commercial structure and an open lot which is partially 

utilized for parking to serve the existing business. In the 2009 Sailboat Bend Architectural 

Resources Survey this structure was listed as Compatible. This property received a 

violation from Community Enhancement and Compliance for the installation of the 

existing fencing without a permit. 

 

This property was issued a variance from the Board of Adjustment (BOA) on September 

14, 1971. As part of the variance, the property owner obtained permission for uses 

allowed in the adjacent lot. The order from the BOA permitted the property owner to 

construct a chain link fence, this is allowed in perpetuity and whoever owns the land in 

the future is also allowed to have a chain link fence as long as they comply with the 

other requirements in the variance as well as applicable sections of the ULDR that have 

been enacted since the initial variance approval such as requirements within the 

Sailboat Bend Historic District Materials and Design Guidelines and landscaping. 

 

At the January 7, 2019, Historic Preservation Board (HPB) meeting, a request for a 

Certificate of Appropriateness to install a 6’-0” high green vinyl coated chain link fence 

and rolling gate was denied. 

  

Certificate of Appropriateness for Major Alteration 

Proposed plans call for the removal of the existing 5’-0” high galvanized chain link fence 

and gate which were installed without a permit and installation of a 6’-0” green vinyl 

coated chain link fence and rolling gate. The property includes a portion of a one-story 

commercial structure and an open lot which is partially utilized for parking to serve the 

business. Situated on the corner of SW 2nd Street and SW 8th Avenue the proposed new 

6’-0” high green vinyl coated chain link fence will be placed along the perimeter of the 
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lot with a new green vinyl coated chain link sliding gate is the same location as the 

existing. Fencing and gate will be setback at least 3’-0” from the property line to comply 

with the Unified Land Development Regulations (ULDR). Noted on the plan it states that 

the existing sliding gate is to remain, however the applicant has clarified that it is 

intended that the gate is to remain in the same location but will be a 6’-0” green vinyl 

coated chain link gate to match the new fencing.  

 

Acting as a buffer along the right-of-ways and the northern property line separating the 

industrial use from the abutting residential structures, the plans show the placement of 

“red tip” cocoplum hedges, clusia hedges, and green buttonwood trees.  
 

Within the City of Fort Lauderdale’s Historic Preservation Design Guidelines, it states that 

the following is encouraged and discouraged for new fencing and gates within the 

historic district: 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As part of the Sailboat Bend Historic District Material and Design Guidelines it states that 

green vinyl coated chain link fencing is an acceptable material. In general, this material 

is acceptable along a rear property line rather than along the street, however in this 

case due to the existing BOA variance that was approved in 1971 the proposed chain 

link fence would be allowed but must comply with new regulations that have been put 

in place since the date of approval including the regulations for the Sailboat Bend 

Historic District. 

 

The application has been reviewed for compliance with the ULDR and at this time the 

location of the landscaping along SW 8th Avenue and along the northern property line 

does not meet the requirements as outlined under Section 47-25.3 of the ULDR. 

 

Criteria for COA: 

Pursuant to Unified Land Development Regulations (ULDR), Section 47-24.11.C.3.c.i, in 

approving or denying applications for COAs for alterations, new construction, demolition 

or relocation, the HPB shall use the following general criteria: 

 
ULDR, Section 47-24.11.D.3.c.i  Staff Response 

b) The relationship between such work and 

other structures on the landmark site or 

other property in the historic district; 

The proposed fencing material is green vinyl coated 

chain link, which is a material listed within the Sailboat 

Bend Material and Design Guidelines. Typically, the 

placement of chain link fencing along a right-of-way or 

in front of a structure is discouraged in a historic district, 

however due to the BOA variance approved in 1971, it 

allows for chain link fencing in this location. 

Landscaping will be provided along the perimeter of the 

fencing to provide a buffer along the street frontage and 

an additional buffer of trees will be placed along the 

northern property line to provide an additional 
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separation between the abutting residential property.  

 

 

Sailboat Bend Historic District material and design guidelines 

In addition, pursuant to ULDR, Section 47-17.7.A, the Sailboat Bend Historic District material and 

design guidelines shall be read in conjunction with the existing guidelines provided in this section 

and shall be utilized as additional criteria for the consideration of an application for a COA for 

new construction, alterations, relocation, and demolition.   
 
ULDR Section 47-17.7.A  Staff Response 

5. Garden walls and fences.  

a. Materials and style.  

i. Stucco: float finish, smooth or coarse, machine 

spray, dashed or trowled.  

ii. Wood: picket, lattice, vertical wood board.  

iii. Masonry: coral, keystone or split face block; 

truncated or stacked bond block.  

iv. Metal: wrought iron, ESP aluminum, green vinyl 

coated chain link.  

b. Configurations.  

i. i. Front: spacing between pickets maximum 

six (6) inches clear. 

The proposed fencing material is a green vinyl 

coated chain link which is a material listed within 

the Sailboat Bend Material and Design 

Guideline. Typically, the placement of chain link 

fencing along a right-of-way or in front of a 

structure is discouraged in a historic district, 

however due to the BOA variance approved in 

1971, it allows for chain link fencing in this 

location. 

 

Plans show that the existing galvanized sliding 

gate is to remain, however the applicant has 

clarified that it is the intent to replace the gate 

to match the surrounding fencing. Additionally, 

plans show that the existing posts shall remain, 

however the posts should be painted to match 

the surrounding fencing which is required by the 

Sailboat Bend Material and Design Guidelines. 

 

Summary Conclusion: 

Staff finds that the application for a COA for Major Alterations under case number PLN-HP-

20040001 located at 721 SW 2nd Street partially meets the criteria as outlined in Section 47-

24.11.D.3.c.i. of the ULDR, and partially meets the criteria for consideration of materials as listed 

under 47-17.7.B. of the ULDR. 

 

The following conditions are provided for consideration by the HPB if the application is to be 

approved: 

 

1. Existing fence posts shall be painted to match the surrounding chain link fencing. 

2. Existing galvanized rolling gate shall be replaced with a new chain link rolling gate to 

match the surrounding fencing. 

3. The site plan needs to be updated to specify approved materials for fencing and 

additional landscaping as required by Zoning. 

4. This application is subject to the approval by Building, Zoning, and all ULDR 

requirements. 
 

Board Action 

Motion to (approve, approve with conditions, or deny) the resolution for a Certificate of 

Appropriateness for Major Alterations under case number PLN-HP-20040001 located at 721 SW 

2nd Street based on the following findings of fact (i.e. Based on facts and findings as outlined in 

the staff memorandum) and (if conditions apply) is subject to the following conditions (state 

applicable conditions on the record). 














































































