
July 2021 Newsletter

Dear Neighbor,

Summer is here, and with that comes our Commission break until when meetings resume
on August 17th. However, we know that the City doesn't stop during the summer, so my
staff is still available to help you in any way we can. Please feel free to email Nancy Fry at
nfry@fortlauderdale.gov or Celia Gisleson at cgisleson@fortlauderdale.gov if you need
any assistance. Please have a safe and enjoyable summer!

COVID-19 & Delta Variant

As we continue to make strides
toward returning to normal life,
please still be vigilant, even if you are
vaccinated. The Delta variant is
spreading quickly, is quite dangerous,
and the number of cases nationwide
is increasing significantly. On Friday,
the Florida Department of Health
announced 45,449 new resident
cases of COVID-19 since July 9,
nearly double the level of new
statewide cases from the previous
week and more than four times the
levels of mid-June. While 64% of
Broward residents that are eligible to
be vaccinated have received at least
one dose, it takes both doses to be
most effective, and we must consider
that children under 12 as well as
those that cannot receive the vaccine
due to health reasons are still very
much at risk. The more of us that
receive the vaccine, the less that
COVID can travel and mutate, and
the safer we all will be. Please read
some of the articles below in our

News section about the risk you take by not vaccinating and keep this in mind: In the
month of June, nearly 10,000 people in the United States died from COVID-19, and, of
those deaths, 99.2% were unvaccinated. Nationwide, new infections are spiking 70%,
hospitalizations are up 36%, and deaths have risen 26%. The CDC Director said, “This is
becoming a pandemic of the unvaccinated.” Last week, four states accounted for 40% of
new infections with one in five coming from Florida.

Bahia Mar

As a follow-up to the March 2021 City Commission Workshop, on July 6th, the
leaseholders of the Bahia Mar property shared with the Commission an updated site plan
to redevelop the site that includes residences, green open space, a multi-purpose
promenade, and a world-class resort and marina. The City Commission’s priorities for this
public property include ensuring that there are public-use opportunities and that the Fort
Lauderdale International Boat Show (FLIBS) can continue to thrive at the site. The City
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Commission plans to come together for another workshop following the summer break to
include representatives from FLIBS and to review the financial details as presented by the
City Attorney and City Auditor.
 
When the City Commission requested in March that I begin meeting with our tenants on
the site, my goals included:

significantly reducing the number of residential units and commercial space on the
site and basically discarding the previously approved (2017) site plan
eliminating at least four buildings
opening up the view corridors from the Intracoastal to the Ocean
doubling the open, greenspace including a park on the western, Intracoastal side of
the peninsula
resiliency with regard to sea level rise because if we do nothing on this peninsula for
the remaining 41 years on the lease, then we are probably looking at no peninsula
left at all
significantly increase revenues for the City
the ability for the public to thoroughly enjoy this gem of a site – all of it! Walk lushly
landscaped grounds, grab a coffee, have a meal and a drink, or just sit and watch
the boats and water at a 5-Star resort and marina

 
Next steps must include the tenant/leaseholder meeting with neighbors to solicit further
input before the site plan makes its way through the typical development and public
process (DRC, Planning and Zoning, and Commission). For details, visit
ftlcity.info/2TyZBut.

Boring Company Tunnel Project

On June 21, 2021, the City received an unsolicited proposal to design, construct, operate,
and maintain a subsurface public transportation system connecting downtown Fort
Lauderdale with Fort Lauderdale Beach. The City Commission approved a resolution on
July 6th providing notice of intent to enter into a Comprehensive Agreement for the project
and notice of intent to accept other proposals for the same project within 45 days. I voted
in favor of moving this forward as I am keeping an open mind. There is still much to learn
and many questions to be answered regarding geotechnical studies, the water table,
technical aspects, safety, waterproofing, and impacts of future seal level rise. I am
pursuing those answers now and look forward to a robust discussion when this proposal
comes back to the Commission. One thing is for sure – safety is paramount and
demonstrating that this will alleviate traffic is of major concern. In fact, if this project moves
forward, it cannot be the end of it for I see it as just a beginning where we are eventually
able to connect the airport to the seaport to the beach and even west on Sunrise Blvd and
north to the stadium at Lockhart Park. Time will tell and funding sources will be
crucial. Bottom line: I am not interested in building a novelty that is nothing more than a joy
ride. For details, visit ftlcity.info/3hJPB9p.

FY 2022 Proposed Budget

The City Commission is currently in the process of working on our FY 2022 budget to
begin October 1st. The good news is that we are looking at a proposed balanced budget
for another year without an increase to the millage rate (15 years in a row). Additionally,
we have a new tool, our Balancing Act simulator, which allows you to go in and play with
the numbers in our budget to see if you can create a balanced budget, and it allows you to
submit to the city YOUR priorities for this coming year. Public hearings to adopt the
budget will be on September 8th and September 13th. I want to thank the City Manager
and Staff as well as the Budget Advisory Board for all the work that went into this
budget. This was a most difficult year which makes their work even more
extraordinary. Fort Lauderdale continues to have the lowest millage rate in the entire
County.

Click here for the FY 2022 Proposed
Budget & Community Investment Plan

Click here to try out the Balancing Act
simulator and give us your feedback
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The Community Investment Plan (CIP) is a planning document that sets forth the City’s
capital improvements and capital maintenance projects over a span of years and is
approved with the budget each year. I am pleased to report to you the hundreds of District
2 projects as outlined in the five-year CIP (FY 2022-FY 2026):

Community Investment Plan District 2 Project List

CALL TO ARTISTS!

The City of Fort Lauderdale's Transportation and Mobility Department and MASS District
are soliciting proposals to design/lead the installation of two painted intersections in
Flagler Village as part of Unilever's Degree deodorant and Blue Zones, LLC, Made to
Move™ grant program:
� Flagler Drive and NE 4th Avenue
� Flagler Drive and NE 2nd Avenue
 
The goal of the grant project is to improve connectivity between the business districts
along the Flagler Greenway through both hardscape improvements of raised intersections
and new crosswalks and creative placemaking of painted intersections that will help
identify the Music and Arts South of Sunrise District (MASS District) as a unique and
creative destination while connecting it to the future citywide trail system being developed
through LauderTrail. 
 
Learn more about this opportunity and submit your proposal by August 6 at
ftlcity.info/madetomoveart.

https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/61334/637623192125443398
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a0C7y8sndRQw1iWS3CEj_Uq6TLnxhpsqMa7mpIXchJ8sLUecnrvpLlvOX_zwNk7zGuHnma4HHBZqV8AshQBYvXPJZUaeAuD8c41Gf_aUUVyVI8FNiyqq37hM-Y8M7lp9_5cdgKlKsNconP8MGpCaQad7m82RiBQm&c=R-KPeLGgAnM33Va5EVmUf8FBUXwGXKucA662WS6_OBRxw8pD4EG09g==&ch=X3HxlKvV3Ln_seTCk2UMVJn7QH-kYlKnePPw4qgYW_65Hb2-NY_TYw==


It's officially hurricane season and school is out for summer!
Broward Cultural Division has gathered resources for you in case of a



storm, and compiled more events to keep you busy this season. 

Get ahead of the storm. Fast and easy actions from
Broward County that you can do now to prepare:
Subscribe to AlertBroward to receive emergency notifications like
evacuations, curfews, etc. You can also subscribe by texting
"AlertBroward" to 888777 to receive emergency notifications via text only.
Click here for Arts Preparedness and Recovery Resources compiled by
the Florida Division of Cultural Affairs.
Visit the County’s Hurricane portal for everything from shelter options
to preparedness shopping guides. 
Visit Craft Emergency Relief Fund CERF+ to access a Studio Safety
Guide and find disaster relief funding options for artists in all disciplines.

 
Visit ArtsCalendar.com/Hurricane-Season for a complete list of resources and

steps you can take now to protect you and your artwork.

Hurricane Preparedness
June 1st marked the beginning of the Atlantic hurricane season and based on information
from the National Weather Service, 2021 will be very active. There will likely be a range of
13 to 20 named storms (winds of 39 mph or higher). The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) expects that 6 to 10 could become hurricanes (winds
of 74 mph or higher), of which 3 to 5 may be major hurricanes (category 3, 4 or 5; with
winds of 111 mph or higher). NOAA provides these ranges with 70% confidence. The
Atlantic hurricane season extends from June 1 through November 30, so NOW is the time
to begin preparing. 
 
We avoided direct impact for the 2020 season which could have resulted in catastrophic
damage to our area. During each hurricane season, the identification of storm activity in
the Atlantic Ocean is stressful. However, Floridians know the most import thing that can
mitigate a catastrophe is being prepared. While there were a few glancing blows in 2020,
we never let our guard down.
 
As a reminder, please check your disaster supply kits. Ensure you have at least a 3 to 5-
day supply of non-perishable items and water. Prevent potential difficulties by keeping a
full tank of gas in your vehicle, familiarizing yourself evacuation routes, and securing
homes and/or property. Locate and review your insurance coverage, secure valuables,
and other important documents. Constantly monitor local media for important updates.
Along with these recommendations, remember we are in this together. Please reach out
to your neighbors to determine if they need any special assistance or help with their
preparations.  Please visit www.fortlauderdale.gov/alertftl to sign up to receive emergency
alerts from the city and check our website at www.fortlauderdale.gov/hurricane for more
preparation tips and additional ways to stay in touch.

https://broward.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=00b9f2195b10d4ebfab186b76&id=d88bdec48f&e=987d504d5c
https://broward.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=00b9f2195b10d4ebfab186b76&id=72808fd564&e=987d504d5c
https://broward.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=00b9f2195b10d4ebfab186b76&id=cc506cb5d7&e=987d504d5c
https://broward.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=00b9f2195b10d4ebfab186b76&id=13219a67b0&e=987d504d5c
https://broward.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=00b9f2195b10d4ebfab186b76&id=201cb8ffb9&e=987d504d5c
https://broward.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=00b9f2195b10d4ebfab186b76&id=ae0b456553&e=987d504d5c
https://broward.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=00b9f2195b10d4ebfab186b76&id=fcdee86253&e=987d504d5c
https://broward.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=00b9f2195b10d4ebfab186b76&id=d6bc567cb9&e=987d504d5c
https://broward.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=00b9f2195b10d4ebfab186b76&id=f0530e6490&e=987d504d5c
https://broward.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=00b9f2195b10d4ebfab186b76&id=2b795243d3&e=987d504d5c
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016kuAu9pLzxfnzW_qnzDDQRGbV_spkPZZUj793_mXrnhvWsmud-CsQSs66xt7TQQ8X-gZqaODDY9gJ3FskTF7Nk7HfRsADP6vHOZm8dn3_ZNYB93fOsC26iHCu5wn1j-GxHg3CO04ifAdtqekHJ3sBCdvJijN1zt7Kb8jGwneAhiEQlpoS183EciCv923MdjC8ZwB12UskR8bcCSIvZYA47ZWLLh5ZNu0O7880_em7im6TMYOOjEKmkZ7pD0-mQNA&c=8QDqKZ2wupeFT1SvhWH1WC_W1t3mWFM9mEQMKf6r1HmI8T4HGDAUZA==&ch=IPWxGMAMTRLM5oAViruFrx8Oo9Xx8-kvG6xAijYCLi9y4nzXNXI8NA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016kuAu9pLzxfnzW_qnzDDQRGbV_spkPZZUj793_mXrnhvWsmud-CsQSs66xt7TQQ8M3EShMpSlrFmexd6J41MJKbPgZMHZP8FkBCFrl8Js0IjU_FKtErGBpae42IJH9ebl4H0jX2Eur2nSCm0W34r2kjyJWf1x5IIIAiNc33l2cF74PliV38hAXaPEWlKdcdhySZdx8GWT3ZIUk2FLo5gYBIZH1U61LKZ&c=8QDqKZ2wupeFT1SvhWH1WC_W1t3mWFM9mEQMKf6r1HmI8T4HGDAUZA==&ch=IPWxGMAMTRLM5oAViruFrx8Oo9Xx8-kvG6xAijYCLi9y4nzXNXI8NA==




We have the following Board Vacancies below. Please email Nancy Fry
nfry@fortlauderdale.gov if you are interested in serving on a Fort Lauderdale
City Board.  

Aviation Advisory Board
Board of Adjustment

Central City Redevelopment Advisory Board
Community Appearance Board

Community Services Board (must be employed by the public housing authority)
Education Advisory Board
Infrastructure Task Force
Insurance Advisory Board

Invest Fort Lauderdale, Inc Board of Directors
Northwest Progresso Flagler Heights
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Nuisance Abatement Board

Boards and Committees Information

Fort Lauderdale reached another milestone as we will once again retain our position
atop the worlds of swimming and diving. Excitement was in the air (literally!) as we
held the dedication ceremony for the 27-Meter Dive Tower at the Aquatic Center and
watched that last piece of concrete get hoisted into place! Congrats to all!

The creativity and vision of District 2 is
about to explode yet again with a new
exciting destination - THRIVE
Progresso! Kudos to Abraham and
Jonathan Fish who have assembled
more than 5 acres along NW 5th Ave
south of Sunrise to create something
spectacular where once there were rag
shops and an environment considered
very tough. Toured with them to see the
area now that all of the 80,000+ square
feet of bays are empty and to discuss
the project’s next steps and future. Get
ready, Fort Lauderdale!

I presented a proclamation declaring
July 10, 2021 as FlockFest Day in the
City of #FortLauderdale. Celebrating its
7th year, FlockFest is an annual beach
party fundraiser that benefits LGBTQ+
non-profits in greater Fort Lauderdale.
Their innovative mission makes them
stand out among other organizations as
their work is guided by the motto “a
charity that supports other charities."
Since 2017, #FlockFest has raised more
than $87K for local non-profits, including
$20K in the last quarter of 2020 and
$21K in the first quarter of 2021.

Great to join Mayor Dean Trantalis at
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the Hilton Fort Lauderdale Beach
Resort - one of our five beach
vaccination pop-ups! It is vital that
everyone get vaccinated in order to
protect themselves and everyone
around them. Grateful to the resorts
and how wonderful to see so many
hotel employees getting vaccinated!

I am continually encouraged by the
positive indicators and bullish optimism
for our City and region. This was again
reinforced today at the “Invest: Greater
Fort Lauderdale 2021” conference.
Thank you to the panelists for the look
at our recovery and innovative practices
this past year and into the future!

So terrific to see spectacular fireworks
return to Fort Lauderdale Beach! What a
show! G-d Bless America!

Jim Fahy’s life was celebrated in
beautiful fashion. What a dignified
service in the truly spectacular United
Church of Christ Fort Lauderdale. Rest
In Peace and thank you for all the good
deeds throughout a life well lived and so
giving to others.

News Articles

New COVID cases shoot up in Florida

https://www.sun-sentinel.com/coronavirus/fl-ne-coronavirus-july-9-20210709-gsnce34kq5cgxghzps574jhd5a-story.html


South Florida school districts reviewing new CDC mask guidelines

Is your insurance good enough if your condo collapses? Here’s why

New Florida law disallows anonymous code enforcement complaints

24-year-old who needed double lung transplant wishes he'd been vaccinated for
COVID-19

Young, unvaccinated people are being hospitalized with Covid-19 as delta variant
spreads, officials warn

Child tax credit payments started hitting bank accounts today. Here's what you need
to know.

Pool for the stars: New Hall of Fame complex on the way with dive tower to the sky

New COVID cases nearly double in Florida — the worst in the nation

Florida tax holiday: How to save money on back-to-school supplies

The greatness of our community starts with passionate citizens like you. 

Please do not hesitate to contact our District 2 Outreach Coordinator, Celia
Gisleson, with any questions, comments or thoughtful suggestions
cgisleson@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923.

Fort Lauderdale City Calendar City News Center

Visit the District 2 Website Follow us on Facebook

Steve Glassman
Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner, District 2 
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