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Dear Neighbor,

As the District 2 Commissioner for Fort Lauderdale, I am fortunate to have some of the
most exciting ideas and projects happening in our part of the city. And citywide, our can-do
city commission has taken an innovative approach to addressing community needs with
public-private partnerships. By all measures, it is working.

Which brings me to the One-Stop ArtsPark proposal on the site of what until a few years
ago was home to derelict, abandoned buildings that had housed a city One-Stop Shop
licensing center. This project has been in the works for almost three years, with over 100
community and stakeholder meetings driving the process. I am so grateful for all of the
valuable input from those that will be most impacted by this project, particularly the Flagler
Village Civic Association. Thank you for all of the time you have dedicated to making this
the most phenomenal ArtsPark it can be, including our most recent six-hour agenda item
at the September 21 Commission Conference meeting

Located in a vibrant live/work/play area bounded by the Sistrunk corridor, FAT Village,
MASS District, Flagler Village, our Downtown Government Center and
Brightline/multimodal transportation hub, this is the perfect location for a 21st century
gathering place – a great respite in one of the densest parts of not just Fort Lauderdale,
but all of Broward County.

The public purpose and benefits to taxpayers? Plenty.

https://s.rs6.net/t?e=LXLOUbvxbp4&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=LXLOUbvxbp4&c=3&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=LXLOUbvxbp4&c=5&r=1
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1130300688829&p=oi
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10


When I first met with the proposers, I made it clear that at least two-thirds of the 3.3 acre
site must be open and green. They delivered more. A $10 million community park — safe,
secure and designed to be the best downtown park anywhere in Florida — with now 78%
of the land designated as green space and ready for further input from the neighborhood
as to what they want included there. I was also able to secure many improvements to the
plan during this process including: the elimination of the two-level underground parking
garage to ensure the preservation of the old-growth specimen trees and keep the space
as a cooling park; a significant reduction of the two buildings’ footprint, not only expanding
the green space area, but making it more contiguous and accessible by shifting the
location of the buildings to the far north and south west of the site; and increased revenue
for the city.

I also believe in letting developers take the burden off of taxpayers and pay for a new
park, especially when they are willing to commit to four meetings with the Flagler Village
Civic Association to design the park area prior to even going through the development
process. This entire park will be built and maintained and operated at zero cost to the
public. There is a $100 million investment in refurbishing and expanding the green space
as well as a state-of-the-art cultural center, which will afford our local artists and cultural
organizations a free space, and a gathering hall with art, culture, food and opportunities
for all.

While I understand that not everyone is thrilled with the plan, in addition to the public
benefit, this is a smart financial deal for Fort Lauderdale. Negotiations are ongoing, but
currently we should anticipate $1 million per year in revenue to the city and hundreds of
new jobs. This asset will be owned by the city as soon as it is built, and, considering it is
designed by the team behind the Getty Center, it will become an iconic image for Fort
Lauderdale.

Of course, there will be restaurants, places to get a cup of coffee, a snack or drink. There
will also be yoga, dance, wellness, educational opportunities, public art, and music here.
ArtsPark will be a different kind of one stop, one for everything you can imagine.



We know how to do this; it is consistent with what we have accomplished with the
Panthers’ Holiday Park facility and InterMiami’s Lockhart Stadium site — by unanimous
votes on both projects. When I travel and speak to people about Fort Lauderdale, they ask
how we have attracted so many exciting initiatives in partnership with the private sector. I
tell them it is because our community works together.

This project will happen in a part of our downtown where people choose to live because of
the density and excitement — so many housing, employment and entertainment options. It
brings to life ideas surfaced by the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) and the
Urban Land Institute (ULI) encouraging managed activation of our public spaces as well
as promises made to create a wonderful new park in this community. Not to mention, it will
be the first destination within walking distance of the soon-to-be reactivated Brightline
station.

This ArtsPark proposal is exactly what we need in this part of Fort Lauderdale. After three
years of planning, it is time to make it real, and I look forward to the ribbon cutting!

City Commission Adopts Resolution 21-206 Approving the Fifth Amendment for Las
Olas Marina

The City Commission adopted Resolution 21-206 to approve the fifth amendment to the
ground lease agreement with Suntex Marina Investors for the Las Olas Marina. Suntex
Marina Investors will take occupancy of the site on October 1, 2021, and the Subsequent
Base Rent Period shall commence on or before October 1, 2026. Soon a shovel will be in
the ground to celebrate this major construction milestone as well as developing a new



pump station for the neighborhood. The City of Fort Lauderdale is delighted to bring the
Las Olas Marina project to fruition.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2021-history-makers-celebration-honoring-the-denison-family-miasf-tickets-165781756697?aff=ebdsoporgprofile


Thank you Island Magazine!

http://islandftl.com/
https://newriverarchitecture.com/


Poinsettia Heights' Lake Melva Floating Treatment Wetland Aims to
Improve Water Quality



The City Commission has identified waterway quality as one of its top
priorities this year. The City is committed to ensuring that Fort Lauderdale
waterways are clean and safe for residents, visitors, and local wildlife. As part
of this effort, the City is experimenting with a creative approach to improve
water quality in Lake Melva in the form of a vegetated island that was recently
launched into the lake between NE 16 Street and NE 17 Street.

This vegetated island, which is planted with native aquatic plants that are
intended to take up nutrients present in the water, is an example of a Floating
Treatment Wetland (FTW). FTWs are an innovative method accepted by the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection that is meant to enhance the
natural process that occurs between water, plants, and microorganisms in
order to remove contaminants from stormwater in a passive and natural way.
The island is secured with cement block anchors on each corner; boaters
should avoid the area immediately surrounding the FTW.

This exciting project is the first of its kind in Fort Lauderdale. Over the coming
weeks, Poinsettia Heights neighbors may notice City staff in the area who will
be monitoring the island’s effectiveness and determining maintenance needs. If
you have any questions, please contact the City’s 24-hour Customer Service
Center at 954-828-8000 or lauderserv@fortlauderdale.gov.

Looking for a well-deserved getaway? Our 24-mile span of
golden beaches await you. Hotels, restaurants, shopping destinations and
attractions are open and ready to welcome you. Your well-being is our top

priority, and we have committed to the Visit Lauderdale Safe + Clean Pledge to
show enhanced safety and health protocols are in place. So come relax and
unwind, while enjoying a change of scenery. Don’t forget to take advantage

of LauderDeals for savings throughout your stay.

http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/laudertrac
mailto:lauderserv@fortlauderdale.gov
https://www.sunny.org/?ct=t(EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_9_22_2021___COPY_01)&mc_cid=d91c50751a&mc_eid=7ca600153f
https://www.sunny.org/beaches-and-beyond/beaches/
https://www.sunny.org/travel-resources/safe-clean-pledge/
https://www.sunny.org/plan-your-trip/deals-and-coupons/


https://files.constantcontact.com/db9cb2b2701/ba30035c-086b-4a3f-99ec-f0dbfe85faf5.pdf
https://www.consolidatedcreditsolutions.org/ftl-rent/


We have the following Board Vacancies below. Please email Nancy
Fry nfry@fortlauderdale.gov if you are interested in serving on a Fort
Lauderdale City Board.  

Aviation Advisory Board
Board of Adjustment

Central City Redevelopment Advisory Board
Community Appearance Board

Community Services Board (must be employed by the public housing authority)
Infrastructure Task Force
Insurance Advisory Board

Northwest Progresso Flagler Heights
Nuisance Abatement Board

Sustainability Advisory Board

Boards and Committees Information

mailto:nfry@fortlauderdale.gov
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-clerk-s-office/advisory-boards-committees-authorities-information


 There are no words to describe the level
of excellence exhibited each day by our
District 2 Neighborhood Association
presidents, and that is why I so look
forward to when we all get together!
More than 20 attended our Roundtable
yesterday to compare notes and hear
from our guest speakers: new Police
Chief Larry Scirotto and Building Official
John Travers. Tremendously informative
presentations and, as always, great
dialogue. Thank you, all!

I always enjoy spending time with the
South Middle River Civic Association.
So many selfless, committed neighbors
working hard to grow and continually
improve the neighborhood. Terrific
meeting yesterday evening and
wonderful goals expressed by the
incoming Board of Directors. Look
forward to working together.

News Articles

BREAKING: Mai-Kai Restaurant announces plans to reopen in Oakland Park

New luxury condos reach for the sky — and have dizzying price tags to match

In Fort Lauderdale’s hot Progresso, a new bar is coming to the Laser Wolf building

COVID-19 in Florida: State Reports Lowest 7-Day new case average since July

The greatness of our community starts with passionate citizens like you. 

Please do not hesitate to contact our Commission Aide, Nancy Fry, with any
questions, comments or thoughtful suggestions NFry@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-
828-5923.

Fort Lauderdale City Calendar City News Center

Visit the District 2 Website Follow us on Facebook

Steve Glassman
Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner, District 2 

https://www.sun-sentinel.com/entertainment/restaurants-and-bars/fl-et-mai-kai-fort-lauderdale-announces-reopening-20210928-n3j64bhtrbfmvkpda4nf2bp5ey-story.html
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/business/fl-bz-luxury-condo-construction-rebound-20210925-2itpotksxjedbmn5junoukv6pm-story.html
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/entertainment/restaurants-and-bars/fl-et-progresso-new-pizza-restaurant-fort-lauderdale-20210920-tt7qyw5lqfb57bkjnmn7feinvi-story.html
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/coronavirus/fl-ne-florida-coronavirus-data-trends-tuesday-sept28-20210928-tobu7dvs3vaqzid3oeijf3v64a-story.html
mailto:praju@fortlauderdale.gov
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/strategic-communications/event-calendar
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/strategic-communications/city-news
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/city-commission/commissioner-steven-glassman
https://www.facebook.com/glassman4ftl/



