
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 
CENTRAL CITY REDEVELOPMENT ADISORY BOARD (CCRAB) 

REGULAR MEETING  

WEDNESDAY – December 7, 2022 

 3:30 P.M. 

CITY HALL – 8TH FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM 
100 NORTH ANDREWS AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33301 

I. The Pledge of Allegiance  Ray Thrower 
 Chairperson 

II. Call to Order & Determination of Quorum

III. Introduction of Board Members and Staff  Ray Thrower 
 Chairperson 

IV. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes  Ray Thrower 
November 2, 2022  Chairperson 

V. Florida Sunshine Law Presentation    D’Wayne Spence B.C.S. 
   Assistant City Attorney 

VI. Program and Project Status Update    Cija Omengebar 

• Rezoning Project    CRA Planner 

• NE 4th Avenue Streetscape Project

• Incentive Programs

VII. Communication to City Commission    Ray Thrower 
 CCRAB Chair 

VIII. Old/New Business  Cija Omengebar 

• January agenda item suggestions  CRA Planner 
1. Façade and PBIP Funding Request

• Miscellaneous

IX. Adjournment   Ray Thrower 
  CCRAB Chair 

THE NEXT CCRAB REGULAR MEETING WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY –  JANUARY  4, 2023 

Purpose: To review the Plan for the Central City CRA and recommend changes; make recommendations regarding the exercise 
of the City Commission's powers as a community redevelopment agency in order to implement the Plan and carry out and effectuate 
the purposes and provisions of Community redevelopment Act in the Central City Redevelopment CRA; receive input from 
members of the public interested in redevelopment of the Central City Redevelopment CRA and to report such information to the 
City Commission sitting as the Community Redevelopment Agency. 

Note: Two or more Fort Lauderdale City Commissioners or Members of a City of Fort Lauderdale Advisory Board may be 
in attendance at this meeting. 

Note: If any person decides to appeal any decision made with respect to any matter considered at this public meeting or hearing, 
he/she will need a record of the proceedings and for such purpose he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of 
the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. Anyone 

12.02.22 CCRAB Reg Meeting Page 1 of 31



needing auxiliary services to assist in participation at the meeting should contact the City Clerk at (954) 828-5002, two days prior to 
the meeting. 

Note: Advisory Board members are required to disclose any conflict of interest that may exist with any agenda item prior to the 
item being discussed. 

Note: If you desire auxiliary services to assist in viewing or hearing the meeting or reading agendas or minutes for the meetings, 
please contact the City Clerk’s Office at 954-828-5002 and arrangements will be made to provide these services. 
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I. The Pledge of Allegiance Ray Thrower 
Chairperson 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, 

and to the republic for which it stands, 

 one nation under God, 

indivisible, 

with liberty and justice for all." 
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III. Introduction of Board Members and Staff  Ray Thrower  
     Chairperson 
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IV. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes Ray Thrower 
November 2, 2022 Chairperson 
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V. Florida Sunshine Law Presentation D’Wyane Spence B.C.S 
Assistant City Attorney 
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C I T Y O F F O RT L A U D E R D A L E

O F F I C E O F T H E C I T Y AT T O R N E Y

S U N S H I N E L AW P R E S E N TAT I O N

T O T H E C I T Y C O M M I S S I O N

P R E S E N T E D  B Y :

D ’ W A Y N E M .  S P E N C E ,  A S S I S T A N T  C I T Y  A T T O R N E Y

December 7, 2022
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GOVERNMENT IN THE SUNSHINE LAW

2
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ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS IS A

CONSTITUTIONAL R IGHT

“All meetings of any collegial public body of the executive

branch of state government or of any collegial public body of a

county, municipality, school district, or special district, at which

official acts are to be taken or at which public business of

such body is to be transacted or discussed, shall be open and

noticed to the public and meetings of the legislature shall be

open and noticed as provided in Article III, Section 4(e), except

with respect to meetings exempted pursuant to this section or

specifically closed by this Constitution.” Art I, s. 24, Fla. Const.

[Emphasis added]

3
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WHAT IS THE SCOPE OF THE SUNSHINE LAW?

“All meetings of any board or commission of any state agency or

authority or of any agency or authority of any county, municipal

corporation, or political subdivision, except as otherwise provided

in the Constitution, including meetings with or attended by any

person elected to such board or commission, but who has not yet taken

office, at which official acts are to be taken are declared to be

public meetings open to the public at all times, and no resolution,

rule, or formal action shall be considered binding except as taken or

made at such meeting. The board or commission must provide

reasonable notice of all such meetings.” Section 286.011(1), Florida

Statutes

[Emphasis added]

4
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THREE BASIC REQUIREMENTS

1. Meetings of public boards or commissions 

must be open to the public; 

2. Reasonable notice of such meetings must be 

given; and 

3. Minutes of the meetings must be taken and 

promptly recorded. 

5
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WHAT ADVISORY BOARDS ARE SUBJECT TO

THE SUNSHINE LAW?

1. Subject to the Sunshine Law:

a. Advisory boards and committees delegated decision-making authority

b. advisory committees appointed by a single public official

2. Not Subject to the Sunshine Law

a. Advisory boards and committees delegated mere information-gathering

authority

b. Advisory boards and committees delegated mere fact-finding authority

c. Staff committees without decision-making authority.

Sarasota Citizens for Responsible Government v. City of Sarasota, 48 So. 3d 755, 

762 (Fla. 2010).

6
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RECOMMENDATIONS ARE DECISIONS

The court in Town of Palm Beach v. Gradison, 296 So. 2d 473 

(Fla. 1974) concluded that the committee served as the alter ego 

of the council in making tentative decisions, stated that “any 

committee established by the Town Council to act in any type of 

advisory capacity would be subject to the provisions of the 

government in the sunshine law.” Id. at 476. 

7
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WHAT IS A MEETING?

The Sunshine law is applicable:

1. to any gathering,

2. whether formal or casual,

3. of two or more members of the same board or commission,

4. to discuss some matter on which foreseeable action will be taken

by the public board or commission.

Sarasota Citizens for Responsible Government v. City of Sarasota, 48 

So. 3d 755, 764 (Fla. 2010). And see City of Miami Beach v. Berns, 

245 So. 2d 38 (Fla. 1971); and Board of Public Instruction of Broward 

County v. Doran, 224 So. 2d 693 (Fla. 1969). 

8
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ATTORNEY GENERAL OPINIONS

Attorney General Opinions have also advised that if more than 
one “commissioner is in attendance at such a meeting, no 
discussion or debate may take place among the commissioners 
on those issues.” AGO 00-68. Accord AGO 98-79 (city 
commissioner may attend a public community development 
board meeting held to consider a proposed city ordinance and 
express his or her views on the proposed ordinance even though 
other city commissioners may be in attendance; however, the 
city commissioners in attendance may not engage in a discussion 
or debate among themselves because “the city commission’s 
discussions and deliberations on the proposed ordinance must 
occur at a duly noticed city commission meeting”). See also 
AGOs 05-59 and 77-138.

9
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AGO 2000-68

“In sum, it is my opinion that it is not a violation of the 

Government in the Sunshine Law for elected city commissioners 

to attend other city board meetings and comment on agenda 

items that may subsequently come before the commission for 

final action. However, the city commissioners in attendance at 

such meetings may not engage in a discussion or debate about 

these issues among themselves.”

10
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GOVERNMENT-IN-THE-SUNSHINE-

MANUAL

“The Sunshine Law does not establish a lesser standard for members 

of advisory committees that are subject to the Sunshine Law. See 

Monroe County v. Pigeon Key Historical Park, Inc., 647 So. 2d 857, 

869 (Fla. 3d DCA 1994) (“[T]he Sunshine Law equally binds all 

members of governmental bodies, be they advisory committee 

members or elected officials”). Nor is there an exception from the 

Sunshine Law for an advisory group created by a county 

commissioner and composed of volunteers. See Inf. Op. to Wallace, 

January 7, 2019, emphasizing that it is the nature of the functions of 

an advisory group that determines the application of the Sunshine 

Law, not the manner of their appointment or their volunteer status”

Sunshine Manual, p. 2

11
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WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES IF A PUBLIC BOARD OR

COMMISSION FAILS TO COMPLY WITH THE SUNSHINE LAW?

1. Criminal penalties: A knowing violation of the Sunshine Law is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. 60 days imprisonment and/or 
fine up to $500

2. Removal from office

3. Noncriminal infractions: fine not to exceed $500

4. Attorney’s fees: assessed against the board or commission and 
individual members

5. Civil actions for injunctive or declaratory relief

6. Validity of action taken in violation of the Sunshine Law and 
subsequent corrective action

7. Damages

12
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PURPOSE AND DUTIES

C E N T R A L C I T Y R E D E V E L O P M E N T A D V I S O RY B O A R D

13
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PURPOSE AND DUTIES OF THE

CENTRAL C ITY REDEVELOPMENT ADVISORY

BOARD (ORDINANCE C-13-08)

1. To review the Plan for the Middle River South Middle River 

Sunrise Boulevard Community Redevelopment Area (Central 

City CRA) and recommend any changes to the Plan.

14
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PURPOSE AND DUTIES OF THE

CENTRAL C ITY REDEVELOPMENT ADVISORY

BOARD (ORDINANCE C-13-08)

2. To make recommendations regarding the exercise of the City 

Commission’s power as a community redevelopment agency in 

order to implement the Plan and carry out and effectuate the 

purposes and provision of the Community Redevelopment Act in 

Middle River South Middle River Sunrise Boulevard Community 

Redevelopment Area (Central City CRA).

15
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PURPOSE AND DUTIES OF THE

CENTRAL C ITY REDEVELOPMENT ADVISORY

BOARD (ORDINANCE C-13-08)

3. To receive input from members of the public interested in 

redevelopment of the Middle River South Middle River Sunrise 

Boulevard Community Redevelopment Area (Central City CRA) 

and report such information to the City Commission sitting as 

the Community Redevelopment Agency.

16
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C ITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

C ITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE

Alain E. Boileau, City Attorney

www.fortlauderdale.gov

17
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VI. Program and Project Status Update   Cija Omengebar 

• Rezoning Project     CRA Planner 
 

• NE 4th Avenue Streetscape Project 
 

• Incentive Programs 
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VII. Communication to City Commission   Ray Thrower 
     CCRAB Chair 
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VIII. Old/New Business     Cija Omengebar  
     CRA Planner 

• January agenda item suggestions 
1. Façade and PBIP Funding Requests 

• Miscellaneous 
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IX. Adjournment Ray Thrower 
CCRAB Chair 

THE NEXT CCRAB REGULAR MEETING 
WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY –  January 4, 2023
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