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Complainant: Chief of Police William Schultz Telephone:  954-828-5591

Address: 1515 W. Cypress Creek Rd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309

Location of Occurrence; 320 SW 2™ St., Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312

Date of Occurrence:  November 24, 2023 Date Reported: December 10, 2023
Subject Employee: John Giga CCN: __1717 Assignment: _ Qperations
Report Number(s). 34-2311-227437 Case Category: 1
Allegations:

1. Policy: 118 E 4 - Unbecoming conduct. Department employees shall not conduct themselves in a
manner, on or off duty that brings discredit to the employee or the agency or is disruptive to the
department.

Sustained _\ Not Sustained Exonerated Unfounded Policy Fallure

2. Policy 118 E 5 D - Neglect of duty: Department employees shall discharge their duties in an
expeditious manner to avoid any unnecessary delays to the public in their performance of their duties
and activities.

Sustained \/ _Not Sustained Exonerated Unfounded Policy Failure

3. Policy 306.2 D & q — PAVe Regulations: The transportation of non-employee, non-family member
passengers in City vehicles is permitted only when in the furtherance of City business and
when it is related to the job activities of the City employee driver.

Sustained \ Not Sustained Exonerated Unfounded Policy Failure

4. Policy 306.2 D 5 r — PAVe Regulations: Employees may use their PAVe to perform routine errands
and activities and other approved activities or uses, including the transportation of family members,
only while fravelling to and from any police related activity- includes scheduled work shift, court,
depositions, uniformed police details, etc. The transportation of family members will be limited to the
county in which the employee lives and/or Broward County.

Sustained Y _ Not Sustained Exonerated Unfounded Policy Failure
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COMPLAINT SUMMARY

On November 24, 2023, Fort Lauderdale Police Department (FLPD) officers responded to an alleged
aggravated battery which occurred at 310 SW 2" Street. As the officers investigated the incident they
made contact with the victim, Officer John Giga. As the criminal investigation was conducted by the
FLPD Criminal Investigation Division (CID), a witness to the incident provided a statement to detectives
alleging Officer Giga was the aggressor and used disparaging racial remarks toward the other
individuals.

The Office of Internal Affairs (IA) was tasked with conducting an administrative investigation into this

matter to determine whether the actions of Officer Giga rose to the level of any policy violations. On
December 13, 2023, this case was assigned to IA Sergeant A. Wright for investigation.

FACTS OF THE INVESTIGATION

On Thursday, November 23, 2023, Officer Giga worked his assigned shift - District one evening shift -
scheduled from 1300 to 2300 hours. At approximately 2245 hours, as seen on security camera footage,
Officer Giga walked to his marked Personally Assigned Vehicle (PAVe), vehicle 11536, and removed
his gun belt, police vest, and uniform shirt. Between the time of 2248 hours and 0242 hours the
following day, Officer Giga was captured on security camera footage obtained from Hunters Beach Bar,
located at 235 Almond Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316. The footage showed Officer Giga inside of
and in the surrounding area of the business during the captured timeframe. Furthermore, a review of
the Automated Vehicle Locator (AVL) for Officer Giga’s vehicle showed the vehicle to be idling at this
location from 7:20 p.m. on November 23, 2023, to 2:42 a.m. on November 24, 2023.

During the review of the video footage, Officer Giga was captured on surveillance video both
inside and outside of Hunters Beach Bar. During his time at the location, Officer Giga was seen
on video consuming five beverages. Each of the five beverages were poured from what
appeared to be a liquor bottle which the bartender retrieved from the bar well. The liquid was
dark in color and a pouring spout was attached to the bottle. Officer Giga was captured on
camera seemingly taking shots and toasting with other patrons of the establishment. He left the
establishment with a bottle of water in his hand.

Data obtained from the AVL on Officer Giga's vehicle showed his vehicle leaving the barrier island at
approximately 0242 hours and arriving at his residence in the 400 block of SE 2nd Street at
approximately 0248 hrs. At approximately 0354 hours Officer Giga’s vehicle left the residence and
traveled around Fort Lauderdale for approximately 18 minutes before arriving in the area of 310 SW
2nd St, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312. Video captured from City of Fort Lauderdale security cameras
showed Officer Giga parked and exited the vehicle along SW 3 Avenue at 0412 hours. Officer Giga
then walked to Capone’s Nightclub where he began knocking on a window on the east side of the
building. He then walked south to the back of the building, where he is captured on security footage
entering the establishment from the back parking lot at 0416 hours.

At approximately 0418 hours, Officer Giga was captured on video from cameras located in the parking
lot to the rear of Capone’s. The video showed Officer Giga becoming engaged in what appeared to be
a verbal altercation with several individuals. The footage then shows the individuals get into their
vehicle and began to drive in the direction of the exit of the parking lot, as Officer Giga continued to
walk alongside the vehicle in a westerly and then northernly direction. As he walked alongside the
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vehicle, he appeared to continue to engage in verbal communication with the occupants. At
approximately 0420 hours, camera footage captured Officer Giga striking the front driver’s side window
of the vehicle with a closed fist as he continued to walk alongside. The vehicle then stopped, and the
driver opened the door and stepped out of the vehicle. At this point Officer Giga approached the driver
and assumed a fighting stance.

Officer Giga was approached by the driver and passenger of the vehicle, as well as the driver of a
second vehicle which was traveling directly behind. Officer Giga was punched in the face by the driver
of the first vehicle, and then by the other two individuals, who also struck Officer Giga in the face and
upper torso area. Approximately twenty seconds after the first punch was thrown, the three subjects got
back into their respective vehicles and drove westbound out of the area. A passerby observed Officer
Giga badly injured and lying on the ground in the parking lot. The citizen called the police, at which time
FLPD officers and Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue (FLFR) arrived on scene to assist Officer Giga. Officer
Giga was transported to Broward Health Medical Center (BHMC) for treatment and evaluation.

While on scene investigating the criminal component of this incident (aggravated battery), CID
detectives discovered an independent withess who gave a statement advising Officer Giga used racial
slurs (nigger) toward the individuals in the vehicles prior to the physical altercation between himself and
the group. While attempting to ascertain what transpired on the night in question and believing that
Officer Giga might have been targeted, CID made the decision to work their criminal case backwards
starting from Capone’s to the start of Officer Giga’s shift. During their investigation several other
possible policy violations were uncovered that preceded the incident in the Capone’s parking lot.

On December 13, 2023, an Internal Affairs investigation was opened in reference to this incident. The
investigation was assigned to |A Sergeant Wright. The Office of Internal Affairs (I1A) was tasked with
investigating this matter to determine whether the actions of Officers Giga rose to the level of a violation
of FLPD policy.

On December 15, 2023, IA investigators met with Sergeant Don Geiger of the FLPD Homicide Unit
which led the criminal investigation into this incident. Sergeant Geiger provided IA investigators with the
material collected during the criminal investigation. These items included: the offense and supplemental
reports for FLPD case number 34-2311-227437, witness statements, Telestaff roster report for
November 23, 2024, Samsara report for vehicle 11536, FLHSM DAVID profiles, possible witnesses,
possible suspects, and videos-

Furthermore, Sergeant Geiger relayed during their criminal investigation, CID had identified Mr. Jarvis
Merritt and Mr. Antonio Harvard as occupants of the vehicle that Officer Giga interacted with in the
parking lot of Capone’s nightclub. The two men were identified as potential suspects in the aggravated
battery investigation.

Between December 17, 2023, and February 8, 2024, several sworn and digitally recorded statements
were taken by IA investigators in reference to this investigation. These statements included both civilian
witnesses and FLPD personnel who were compelled to provide information in reference to the
November 24, 2023, incident. Each of the respective witnesses detailed their involvement as well as
their observations during the statements.

On December 17, 2023, Micheal Rucker and Kara Stimpson both provided individual sworn, digitally

recorded statements to |IA Sergeants Aaron Wright and Aidan Finnerty. Both Mr. Rucker and Ms.
Stimpson detailed their involvement in reference to the incident at the location of 320 SW 2" Street
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(Capone’s Nightclub). Mr. Rucker and Ms. Stimpson detailed their observations of the events that led
up to the aggravated battery committed against Officer Giga. They each relayed that they saw Officer
Giga approach the men in the parking lot and initiate a confrontation. They communicated that they
heard Officer Giga use racial slurs toward the men and that he appeared to be enraged. Neither Mr.
Rucker nor Ms. Stimpson had any direct dealings with Officer Giga or the individuals that battered him.

On December 18, 2023, the Office of Internal Affairs obtained a copy of Fort Lauderdale Police
Department’s District 1 dispatch audio from the Broward Sheriff's Office Communications Division for
Thursday, November 23, 2023, for the hours of 1300 - 2300 hours.

Additionally, on December 18, 2023, the Office of Internal Affairs obtained a copy of Fort Lauderdale
Police Department’s In-house Summary Sheet and Master Unit Activity report from the Broward
Sheriff's Office Communications Division for Thursday, November 23, 2023 for the hours of 1300 -
2300 hours.

On January 04, 2024, the Office of Internal Affairs conducted a criminal history check on both Jarvis
Merritt and Antonio Harvard. Mr. Merritt and Mr. Harvard were identified as occupants in the vehicle
which Officer Giga interacted with during the incident in the parking lot of Capone’s Nightclub. The
criminal history check revealed as of February 15, 2023, Mr. Merritt was on felony probation for carrying
a concealed weapon with adjudication withheld and a sentence of one year of probation. The criminal
history records check revealed Mr. Harvard to have two prior felony convictions and an active warrant
out of Broward County.

On January 04, 2024, Officer Mark Alves provided a digitally recorded, compelled sworn statement to
IA Sergeants Wright and Finnerty. Officer Alves detailed his involvement in reference to responding to a
call for service for a burglary on November 23, 2024, at 2561 Mercedes Drive (Case# 34-2311-
0227215). He explained he and Officer Giga were dispatched to the call together but Officer Giga
arrived approximately 35 to 40 minutes after he had been on scene.

On January 04, 2024, Officer Jermey Oberstein provided a digitally recorded, compelled sworn
statement to IA Sergeants Wright and Finnerty. Officer Oberstein was working his assigned shift as a
patrol officer assigned to District 3 midnight shift on the morning of November 24, 2024. He was the
initial responding officer to the call for service involving Officer Giga at 320 SW 2™ Street (Capone’s
Nightclub). He detailed his involvement in responding to the location, as well as his interaction with and
observations of Officer Giga at that time. Officer Oberstein shared he was informed by Officer Giga that
he was attempting to break up a fight when he was attacked. Officer Oberstein had no direct contact
with the individuals who battered Officer Giga.

On January 04, 2024, Officer Jose Dejo provided a digitally recorded, compelled sworn statement to
Sergeants Wright and Finnerty. Officer Dejo was working his assigned shift as a patrol officer assigned
to District 3 midnight shift on the morning of November 24, 2024. He responded to 320 SW 2nd St
(Capone’s Nightclub) with Officer Oberstein as a backup officer. Officer Dejo detailed his interaction
with and observations of Officer Giga at that time. Officer Dejo shared he was informed by Officer Giga
that he was attempting to break up a fight when he was attacked with a bottle. Officer Dejo had no
direct contact with the individuals who battered Officer Giga.

On January 05, 2024, the Office of Internal Affairs obtained a copy of a First Notice of Injury Form
submitted to Claims Analyst Kathleen Thorpe of the City of Ft. Lauderdale’s Risk Management Office.
The form was submitted on behalf of Officer Giga on November 24", 2023. The narrative of the
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document read Officer Giga had been injured while trying to break up a fight. The First Notice of Injury
was later rescinded on November 30", 2023, by Assistant Chief Dana Swisher when the criminal
investigation revealed no evidence of Officer Giga being on-duty at the time of the incident.

On January 05, 2024, Mr. Jarvis Merritt provided a digitally recorded statement to IA to Sergeants
Wright and Finnerty. Mr. Merritt was identified by CID detectives as the driver of the vehicle which
Officer Giga interacted with in the parking lot of Capone’s Nightclub. After waiving his Miranda rights,
Mr. Merritt detailed his involvement in the incident. He explained the events that led up to the
aggravated battery committed against Officer Giga. Mr. Merritt also revealed an individual known to him
only as “Jeff” was also involved in the incident.

During their criminal investigation of the incident, Criminal Investigative Division (CID) named Antonio.
Harvard, Jarvis Merrit, and an individual identified only as “Jeff” a potential suspect in the aggravated
battery that was inflicted on Officer Giga. |A investigators tried multiple times to speak with Mr. Harvard
but were unsuccessful.

On January 11, 2024, Officer Ashley Schemtob provided a sworn, digitally recorded statement to IA
Sergeants Wright and Finnerty. Officer Schemtob was working her assigned morning shift in District 3
when she was instructed to respond to Broward Health Medical Center in reference to this incident.
Officer Schemtob explained she took possession of some of Officer Giga’s property from Officer Dejo
and physically stood outside of Officer Giga’s treatment area for uniformed presence. Officer Schemtob
shared while at the hospital with Officer Giga, she was told by Sergeant Pekrol to deactivate her BWC
after being instructed to leave it recording by CID personnel. Officer Schemtob had no direct contact
with Officer Giga or the individuals who attacked him.

On January 24, 2024, |A investigators identified Ms. Kaitlyn Wimpy as a possible witness in this
investigation. Ms. Wimpy was working as a bartender at Hunters Bar on the night of November 23,
2024, when video captured Officer Giga at the location between the end of his shift and the early
morning hours of November 24, 2024. Video from the location captured Ms. Wimpy serving Officer
Giga at least five unknown beverages each poured from what appeared to be a liquor bottle taken from
the well of the bar. Ms. Wimpy was contacted and agreed to provide a statement to |A investigators but
ultimately did not show up at the scheduled time and did not accept any follow up calls from 1A
investigators.

On January 24, 2024, Mr. Timothy Seguin provided a sworn, digitally recorded statement to IA
Sergeants Wright and Finnerty. Mr. Seguin is employed by Asta Parking as a parking lot attendant.
Asta Parking operates the parking lot behind Capone’s Nightclub where the incident involving Officer
Giga took place. Mr. Seguin was working in the early morning hours of November 24, 2024, and
witnessed the incident. Mr. Seguin, shared he observed several individuals socializing amongst
themselves in the parking lot when Officer Giga approached them in what he described as an angry
manner. He then observed Officer Giga yelling at the individuals as he was striking their car with his
fist. Mr. Seguin had no direct dealings with Officer Giga, or the individuals who battered him.

On January 25, 2024, Ms. Melina Rozema provided a sworn, digitally recorded statement to I1A
Sergeants Wright and Finnerty. Ms. Rozema explained she is an acquaintance of Officer Giga and was
working at Capone’s Nightclub during the early morning hours of November 24, 2024. Ms. Rozema
shared that Officer Giga arrived at Capone’s in the early morning hours of November 24, 2023, in an
attempt to try to speak with her. She did not meet with Officer Giga at that time as she did not want to
see him, but she overheard him and described that he sounded angry. She explained Officer Giga had
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sent her multiple text messages throughout the night prior and that morning, to which she did not
respond. The tone of the messages led Ms. Rozema to believe Officer Giga was upset which was
highlighted by a message which read, “Bout to show up and fuck everyone up.” He then sent her text
messages later in the day as he was in the hospital inquiring if she knew anything about the individuals
with whom he had the confrontation. Ms. Rozema had no interaction with the individuals who Officer
Giga had conflict with in the parking lot and did not witness the aggravated battery.

On January 26, 2024, Lieutenant Matthew Guerra provided a sworn, digitally recorded statement to IA
Sergeants Wright and Finnerty. Lieutenant Guerra was working his assigned shift on the morning of
November 24, 2024 as the FLPD Duty Lieutenant and responded to the scene of the aggravated
battery involving Officer Giga. Lieutenant Guerra shared he completed a City of Fort Lauderdale Risk
Management - First Report of Injury form, at the instruction of the Acting Major Steven Scelfo.
Lieutenant Guerra advised he was informed by Acting Major Scelfo that he learned from
representatives from the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) that Officer Giga was attempting to break up a
fight when the incident occurred, prompting the aggravated battery to be considered an on-duty injury.
Lieutenant Guerra did not witness the incident in the parking lot of Capone’s Nightclub involving Officer
Giga and had no direct contact with either Officer Giga or the individuals who attacked him.

On February 05, 2024, the Office of Internal Affairs obtained a supplemental report documented under
FLPD case number 34-2311-227437, authored by Detective Michael Goldsworthy of the FLPD
Homicide Unit. Detective Goldsworthy’s report documented that he received a statement from Officer
Giga at the hospital on the day of the incident during which he relayed to CID detectives that he was
working a detail at Blondies Beach Bar when he was alerted of a fight which he tried to break up. The
supplemental report relayed that Officer Giga did not recall how many people were fighting or who
injured him. Furthermore, Detective Goldsworthy detailed that CID detectives were initially denied the
opportunity to interview Officer Giga by FLPD Sergeant Eric Pekrol. Detective Goldsworthy’s
supplemental report also documented that during his investigation he obtained witness statements from
Mr. Evans Popo, Ms. Melina Rozema, and Mr. David Sutton.

On two occasions during this investigation, Sergeant Pekrol was mentioned as a potential witness in
this investigation. Upon attempting to schedule an interview with Sergeant Pekrol, the Office of Internal
Affairs was notified of objection by the FOP. Since the investigation on November 24, 2023, was being
conducted by CID and there was no administrative investigation at the time, Sergeant Pekrol was
thought to be functioning as a police sergeant and not in his official capacity as a union representative.
Based on objection by the FOP, Sergeant Pekrol was not interviewed regarding this investigation.

On February 08, 2024, Major Steven Scelfo provided a digitally recorded, sworn and compelled
statement to IA Sergeants Wright and Finnerty. Major Scelfo was the District 1 commander on the date
of this incident and detailed how he became aware of the aggravated battery involving Officer Giga and
his involvement in the investigation. He explained he responded to the scene of the incident and
BHMC. He confirmed that he instructed Lieutenant Guerra to complete a First Report of Injury form for
Officer Giga after learning that Officer Giga was attempting to break up a fight when the incident
occurred. Major Scelfo recalled learning this information from members of the Homicide Unit. Major
Scelfo did not personally speak with Officer Giga or any of the individuals who were involved in the
aggravated battery.

On February 28, 2024, Officer Giga was formally issued his notification of administrative investigation
documentation.
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On March 08, 2024, Officer Giga provided a compelled, digitally recorded, sworn statement to 1A
Sergeants Wright and Finnerty at the Office of Internal Affairs. Prior to commencing the interview,
Officer Giga and his (FOP) representatives, Chief Steward Scott Hoffer and FOP Counsel - Attorney
Gene Gibbons, were given the opportunity to review all of the material and evidence collected during
this investigation. Officer Giga was given a copy of his Garrity warning, which he signed affirming he
understood. Officer Giga advised on the night in question, he suffered severe head injuries and did not
have one hundred percent recollection of what transpired. However, he agreed to answer any
questions asked of him to the best of his ability.

Officer Giga stated he remembered working District one, afternoon shift — primarily in the central beach
zone area. Officer Giga remembered he and the other district officers being allowed to begin their
respective commutes back to FLPD headquarters or their residence at 2130 hours due to it being
Thanksgiving Day. At that time, he went directly to Hunters Beach Bar. Officer Giga shared that he
went home from there and then to Capone’s Nightclub to meet with Ms. Rozema. He was traveling in
his FLPD PAVe vehicle at the time. Officer Giga explained he could not remember much after arriving
at Capone’s Nightclub.

Officer Giga also explained he had experienced ongoing issues with the ignition of his PAVe vehicle
regarding the engine continuing to run even after he believed he had turned the vehicle off. He stated
he had informed fleet services of the issue.

On March 13, 2024, the Office of Internal Affairs obtained new information from FLPD Fleet Services
Coordinator Samatha Laird and Vector Fleet Services with regard to the maintenance records of
vehicle 11536. The documentation showed that fleet services had never been made aware of an issue
with the ignition on the vehicle. It also showed no repairs to the vehicle regarding such issues.

On March 30, 2024, Officer Giga was offered to review the newly obtained information with regard to
the maintenance records of his assigned PAVe vehicle 11536.

On April 05, 2024, Officer Giga provided a sworn, digitally recorded clarification statement to IA
Sergeants Wright and Finnerty. During the clarification statement despite the provided maintenance
records for vehicle 11536, Officer Giga maintained that he had made complaints about the ignition
issue. Officer Giga added it was likely that verbal complaints about his vehicle were not recorded, which
could also be the reason for the undocumented complaints regarding the ignition button.

The investigation into this complaint led to statements obtained from the individuals listed below.

STATEMENTS

Civilian Witness — Mr. Evans Popo

On November 28, 2023, Mr. Evans Popo provided a sworn, digitally recorded statement to CID Detectives
Michael Goldsworthy and Leann Swisher in reference to the criminal investigation of the aggravated
battery committed upon Officer Giga. Mr. Popo advised in the early morning hours of November 24, 2023,
he was working at Capone’s Nightclub as a security officer when Officer Giga arrived at the property
looking for a young lady. Mr. Popo stated he heard a knock at the back door of the business prompting
him to go to the back door and open it to see who was knocking. When he opened the door, Officer Giga
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entered the building and began walking around looking for a female employee who he believed to be
present at the establishment.

Mr. Popo stated he did not remember the name of the woman that Officer Giga asked him about, but
according to Officer Giga the female had just sent him a text message stating that she was there. Mr.
Popo then went to use the restroom. He saw Officer Giga leaving as he [Mr. Popo] was exiting the
restroom. Mr. Popo did not see Officer Giga again until he was walking through the parking lot to leave
the business and located Officer Giga in the parking lot laying on the ground severely injured. Mr. Popo
expressed he did not know Officer Giga prior to that day and he did not know he was a police officer.

When asked to describe his interaction with Officer Giga when he arrived at the business, Mr. Popo
stated, “In my own words he came there looking for a young lady. He did not find her, and he left soon
after” (Statement of Mr. Evans Popo, Page 1, Lines 13-14). He elaborated, “| don’t remember the name
he told me. He just told me that the individual that he was looking for texted him and told him she was
there” (Statement of Mr. Evans Popo, Page 2, Lines 31-32).

When asked if Officer Giga told him what happened to him outside in the back parking lot of the
establishment, Mr. Popo responded:

No, when | found him, he was unresponsive. | rubbed on his chest a little bit to try and get him
alert to sit up a bit. The only thing he was able to say clear to me was his name. He said his name
was John and he tried to spell his last name for me Giga, but that is as much as | got out of him.
When the officers showed up, | gave them the same information that he gave me... (Statement
of Mr. Evans Popo, Page 5, Lines 95-99).

Finally, Mr. Popo explained where he got the information that he relayed to the responding officers
regarding Officer Giga being in a fight. He explained, “There were people around saying that he got into
a fight and got jumped, just random people so | couldn’t tell you who they were” (Statement of Mr. Evans
Popo, Page 6, Lines 103-105). Mr. Popo affirmed that the information regarding the fight was not relayed
to him directly by Officer Giga.

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.

Civilian Witness — Ms. Melina Realeen Rozema

On November 31, 2023, Ms. Rozema provided a sworn, digitally recorded statement to CID Detectives
Goldsworthy and Swisher. Ms. Rozema advised she was working at Capone’s Nightclub during the early
morning hours of November 24, 2023. Ms. Rozema shared she met Officer Giga about a month before
at Hunters Beach Bar. She explained she did not know Officer Giga was coming to Capone’s on the night
of the incident because he had been texting her, but her phone was dead. Ms. Rozema claimed although
Officer Giga had previously picked her up from work to provide a ride home, she had not requested one
on the day of the incident. Ms. Rozema revealed she avoided Officer Giga by going into the ice room
when he unexpectedly arrived Capone’s. The following day, Ms. Rozema discovered all of the missed
texts from Officer Giga, some of which she perceived to indicate he was upset with her.

Ms. Rozema was asked if she had sent Officer Giga any texts asking him to come to the nightclub and

give her a ride home, to which she answered, “No” (Statement of Melina Rozema (November), Page 3,
Line 50). She went on to say later in the statement that she had driven her car to work that night. She
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was then asked if she had sent him any texts during the timeframe of 3 a.m. to 4 a.m.. She responded,
“Not at all, my phone was dead” (Statement of Melina Rozema (November), Page 3, Lines 53-55).

Ms. Rozema was asked if she remembered Officer Giga coming to the club as she was doing her duties
after the business had closed for the night. She explained, “He knocked on the door and --...-- he walked
through and asked for me” (Statement of Melina Rozema (November), Page 4, Lines 72-74). She went
on to say, “l went into the ice room--... --because | did not want to go anywhere, see him” (Statement of
Melina Rozema (November), Pages 4-5, Lines 80-82).

She was asked by the investigator, “So you avoided him, is that -- -- fair to say?” Mrs. Rozema responded,
“Yeah” (Statement of Ms. Rozema (November), Page 5, Lines 83-86).

Ms. Rozema was asked, so when your phone powered up on the next day, did you see that there
were text messages from Officer Giga, to which she answered:

“Yeah, like he didn’t say that he was coming to the club, none of them said that he was
coming to the club. He was like mad at me though.” (Page 6, Lines 104-111)

Ms. Rozema was asked, why do you think that was, to which she answered:

“Because | wasn’t texting back, Because | had no service, and my phone was dead”.
(Pages 6, Lines 112-115)

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.

Civilian Witness — Mr. David Russell Sutton

On December 1, 2023, Mr. David Sutton provided a sworn, digitally recorded statement to CID. Detectives
Goldsworthy and Swisher who was identified as a potential witness in their criminal investigation into the
aggravated battery committed against Officer Giga.

Mr. Sutton advised he was in the parking lot of Capone’s Nightclub during the early morning hours of
November 24, 2023. As he [Mr. Sutton] was talking to a group of young men whom he knows, Officer
Giga exited the building (Capone’s) into the parking lot and immediately got into a verbal confrontation
with the men. Mr. Sutton explained Officer Giga began using racial slurs toward the men, calling them
“nigger,” at least 3 to 4 times. Mr. Sutton stated it appeared to him that Officer Giga was under the
influence of some unknown substance. He stated he saw Officer Giga punch the driver’s window of the
vehicle the men were driving as they began to leave and to him it appeared Officer Giga escalated the
situation. Mr. Sutton explained what he saw and heard as follows:

He goes into the club-- --comes out-- -- a little bit like he on something, because a lot of
people don’t go around [punching] parked car windows-- --or calling somebody a nigger
to their face. There’s plenty of blacks out there, but he went out for one person (Statement
of Mr. David Sutton, Page 2, Lines 25-33).
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Mr. Sutton continued:

| don't know what it was about. | really didn't -- | wasn't paying no mind to it. | was trying
to get my little thing, go -- a little bit of money, get on the bus at 5:00 AM. He went to pull
out and he just punched the window, punch on the window. The window was down too --
-- like | said, the window -- the driver's side, but he never hit him (Statement of Mr. David
Sutton, Page 2-3, Lines 41-46).

In reference to the confrontation between Officer Giga and the other individuals, Mr. Sutton described:

| -- | heard whatever -- I'm trying to tell you, that wasn't to beat — there wasn’t a — a fight.
It was literally a beating. Okay. | didn't know he was a cop. He played -- he came at it like
a security guard, Sway Security -- Sway Sheriff was security on the back of my mouth. |
didn't see him get out of no patrol car (Statement of Mr. David Sutton, Page 4, Lines 59-
64).

Mr. Sutton was asked to describe exactly what he heard when Officer Giga was speaking to the men.
Mr. Sutton stated, “All | kept hearing was the N word, the N word” (Statement of Mr. David Sutton, Page
4, Line 73. When asked who was saying “N Word,” Mr. Sutton stated, “The Officer” (Statement of Mr.
David Sutton, Page, 4, Line 78). He was then asked how many times he heard the officer using the
word. He responded:

Like three or four times. What -- what I'm trying to -- trying to explain to you guys is why are
you going to come in the parking lot and start with somebody when people try to go home? Why
are you going to escalate it? (Statement of Mr. David Sutton, Page 5, Lines 82-84)

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.

Civilian Witness — Ms. Kara Amber Stimpson

On December 17, 2023, Ms. Kara Stimpson provided a sworn, digitally recorded statement to |1A
Sergeants Wright and Finnerty as a witness to this incident. According to Ms. Stimpson, her and her
husband Michael Rucker, were sitting in her car in the back parking lot of Capone’s on the night of the
incident. Ms. Stimpson reported she saw a large, stocky white man approach a group of young black
men who had been socializing in the parking lot for about fifteen to twenty minutes. He called them
"Niggers" and started punching their cars with a closed fist. He also demanded that they move their
cars. Ms. Stimpson advised the man appeared to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

Ms. Stimpson reported that the young men in the parking lot had not provoked the disturbance caused
by the person she later learned to be Officer Giga. Ms. Stimpson claimed she was unaware that Officer
Giga was a police officer at the time of the incident. She and her husband left the parking lot prior to the
physical altercation. Ms. Stimpson did identify that there was another person who witnessed this
incident, a man who she knows as Dave.

Ms. Stimpson described in her own words what she witnessed that night. She explained:

What | saw was a gentleman. He was rushing from the back of Capone's. The police
came and ranned him off from back there, and he was walking through the parking lot.
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When he was going his way to the parking lot, he hit the passenger mirror of the car that
| was sitting in. Once he got across the street, it was a group of gentlemen that was there.
It was -- | think it was a Honda that | believe, he was talking with those people at the back
of the club, then it was the Mercedes Benz in which he was hitting on and it was a -- | want
to say it was a truck. In front of the Benz, parallel, it was a car parked there and he was
a part of the gentlemen that was over there in the Benz. They were all talking. The dude
came over there, and he said something and then | heard him say, "Nigger." The dude
who had the car that was parked pararrel -- parallel, jumped in his car and he reversed all
the way out the parking lot and pulled out. Then the gentleman went to saying something
to the dudes that was in the Benz and they were -- | don't know, we put up the window, so
we couldn't really make out what was said by them, but we could see it was like a back
and forth. They jumped inside of their car and they pulled off. As they're pulling off, before
they hit that corner by the dumpster, the dude ran up to the car and was punching the
driver window. So, the car just stopped and paused. So by then, we pretty much just left.
We went the opposite direction, the same direction the gentleman backed the car out. We
went that way. So what happened around that corner, we don't know. So, we didn't see
nobody get out of the car. We didn't see nothing. We just know it stopped by the dumpster
and -- and that was that (Statement of Ms. Kara Stimpson, Page 2, Lines 23-39).

Mrs. Stimpson was asked to describe the gentlemen she saw approach the group in the parking
lot. Her description was, “He's a white dude... He's a white, big, like kind of stocky. He was buff,
like he was tall. Look country type, like he was built (Statement of Ms. Kara Stimpson, Page 3,
Lines 44-47). When asked what color the group of men in the parking lot was, Ms. Stimpson
stated, “They were all black, they were all black” (Statement of Ms. Kara Stimpson, Page, 4, Line
59).

Mrs. Stimpson was asked, if she clearly heard the white gentleman refer to the blacks with racist
terms, to which she answered:

Because | wanted about -- | wanted about -- | want to say, he said something about,
"Nigger, you going to move this car," it was something in reference to that, it was
something in reference to that. And that, yeah, because we just tuck (sic) -- put up the
window because we knew it was going to be something that came from that because we
like, "What the fuck?" (Statement of Ms. Kara Stimpson, Page 4, Lines 62-66)

In describing how the interaction between Officer Giga and the group began, Ms. Stimpson
detailed:

Mm-mm. They were all talking amongst each other. Like, the car was parked there, the
dude that was driving that car was standing there, the other dudes were standing by the
Benz, so they all just standing there talking, and he just came out, and like | said, it was a
Honda that was next to him, it's like a black car, so, I'm not sure if the people that was in
that car was with him or not, yeah... Mm-mm. They've been -- they've been out there
talking the whole time because they was across from us. So, they was just out there
talking the whole time... That's -- that's how | knew they didn't know him because when
he came over there, they just kept talking until he said what the fuck he said. So -- Uh-uh
because we was out there, shi-- we was literally just sitting in the car. They was standing
over there talking the whole time. So, they was out there talking maybe 15-20 minutes
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before this even -- before this even kicked off. They've been out there talking because
we've been sitting in the car. (Statement of Ms. Kara Stimpson, Pages 4-5, Lines 72-92)

Ms. Stimpson explained she did not recall what the gentlemen that approached the group was
wearing and he never identified himself as a police officer. She found out he was a police officer
a few days after the incident:

“Even if he was undercover, you couldn't even tell. You wouldn't tell. You wouldn't
know...And he never identified himself. And that was the first thing | said when they said
that he was a police officer. | said, "Well, they -- he never identified himself when he
came out there with that shit, that -- that they'd have just handled him accordingly." But
that's, yeah, no, he was never identified. (Statement of Ms. Kara Stimpson, Pages 9-10,
Lines 173-179)

Ms. Stimpson was asked how long the entire interaction between the gentlemen she later learned
to be a police officer and the other men lasted. She explained:

It was -- it was quick. | want to say maybe -- maybe like 3 minutes because when he came
out, he was already like belligerent. So when -- when he came out, it was already
(Indiscernible/inaudible 09:59). Like | say, he hit the mirror when he was walking by. It
wasn't intentional but that's how fast he was moving. So, everything just went, | don't
know. He was -- he was fucked up. (Statement of Ms. Kara Stimpson, Pages 10, Lines
182-186)

When asked to expound on what she meant by her use of the term “fucked up,” Ms. Stimpson
elaborated:

Because he came out and he was wild, like he was wild. He was wild and he just went to
talking out loud and stuff with people, like you don't know these people, so it's like, why
you say something, "Move your car Nigger" like, it was -- he was -- he was drunk. He was
really drunk. (Statement of Ms. Kara Stimpson, Pages 10, Lines 191-194)

Ms. Stimpson was asked if she knew of any other witnesses to the incident other than herself
and her husband, Mr. Rucker. She stated:

“The person | would say would be Dave. It would be David, the homeless dude.
Because when it started, | believe he was standing behind our car. And then, |
remember he kind pretty much followed it because | remember he walked around the
corner. And that was the last | seen him that night.” (Page 11, Lines 207-212)

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.

Civilian Witness — Mr. Michael Rucker

On December 17, 2023, Mr. Michael Rucker provided a sworn, digitally recorded statement to IA
Sergeants Wright and Finnerty as a witness to this incident. Mr. Rucker explained he is employed
by Capone’s Nightclub as a spotter tasked with looking out for potential problems within and
around the nightclub and reporting his observations back to the owners. Mr. Rucker advised as
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he and his wife - Ms. Kara Stimpson- were sitting in his car in the back parking lot of Capone’s, in
the early morning hours of November 24, 2023 when an individual he later learned to be Officer
Giga waked by the car; seemingly unintentionally striking the passenger side mirror as he passed.
Mr. Rucker advised that he mistook Officer Giga for someone he knew as Matt, which prompted
him to call out to who he believed to be Matt. Mr. Rucker advised when Officer Giga turned to
look in his direction, he realized that Officer Giga was not his friend Matt.

Mr. Rucker stated he then observed Officer Giga approach a group of young men who had been
socializing in the parking lot and demand that they move their vehicles. “After he went by my car,
he walked over to the car, and next thing | heard was, "Move the damn car, nigga" (Statement of
Mr. Michael Rucker, Page 3, Lines 45-47) Mr. Rucker assumed the man might know the other
individuals but he then saw the men that were originally in the parking lot begin to enter their
vehicle to leave. Mr. Rucker detailed:

So | said, "You know, he might know them." You know what I'm saying? Because this
guy, they drive trucks. This -- | don't know. This -- this -- | -- | see a lot of people, you
know, kick the bobo like that. So, now we're listening. You know what I'm saying? "Let's
see what's going on." So, | see the guy stop and look who he said the nigga word. So,
the guy was getting on passenger side. He looked at him, looked at my car, looked at
him, and just they got in their car and they backed out. (Statement of Mr. Rucker, Page 3,
Lines 47-52)

Mr. Rucker continued to explain, as some members of the group left the location, others remained
at which time Officer Giga confronted them. Mr. Rucker relayed:

The other guy turn around and say, “What? You want a problem? You want to fight too?
The -- the guy said, "Sir, we don't want any problem." The other guy got in the blue car,
the other guy got in the Mercedes. They said, "We don't want no problems, sir," they
pulled out. (Statement of Mr. Michael Rucker, Page 3, Lines 55-58)

Mr. Rucker watched as the cars exited the parking lot and as they were doing so, he saw Officer
Giga throw a punch toward the vehicle.

We're going to get ready to pull out. You know what I'm saying? So as they're pulling off,
now they're in front of me. So, | can't pull out right now. What are you going to do? He
come out. | think the Mercedes went first again. The other car went behind it, and the
guy tried to punch them and -- and missed it, so we're laughing. Like, "What is wrong with
this guy?" He ftried to punch them, and | heard the dude say, "Man, what's wrong with
you?" (Statement of Mr. Michael Rucker, Page 4, Lines 62-66)

Mr. Rucker then began to leave the area as the vehicles and Officer Giga went around the
building. Mr. Rucker described Officer Giga to be chasing the car and beating on his chest. As he
was leaving, Mr. Rucker was alerted by Mr. Sutton that the parties had gotten into a physical
altercation.

Mr. Rucker stated the gentlemen that approached the group was “a white guy,” and the group of

men that were in the parking were black. He explained the group was in the parking lot conversing
before being approached.
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When asked if it looked as if Officer Giga was possibly trying to break up a fight between the
group, Mr. Rucker responded, “He wasn't breaking up no fight. | thought he knew them.”
(Statement of Mr. Michael Rucker, Page 6, Line 112)

Mr. Rucker explained he did not witness the group of men in the parking lot do anything to
provoke the incident between them and the other man (Officer Giga). He explained, “No, they
didn't even -- just like | said, they were just sitting there and talking, and that guy walked up,
just -- allegedly, just went crazy like somewhat to say” (Statement of Mr. Michael Rucker, Page
8, 146-147)

Mr. Rucker learned the next day that the man involved in the incident was an off-duty police
officer.

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.

Witness — Officer Mark Alves (CCN# 2090)

On January 4, 2024, Officer Mark Alves provided a sworn, digitally recorded, compelled statement to 1A
Sergeants Wright and Finnerty as a witness to this incident. The criminal investigation conducted by
CID revealed possible policy violations, which lead to Officer Alves being interviewed about several
calls that he and Officer Giga had responded to on November 23, 2024 - the day prior to Officer Giga
being battered.

Officer Alves was questioned about a call for service for a residential burglary, documented under case
number 34-2311-227215, which he and Officer Giga had been dispatched to. Officer Alves advised he
was on the scene of the call for approximately 30 minutes prior to seeing officer Giga arrive. Officer
Alves further stated upon Officer Giga’s arrival, he had completed the call with the exception of writing
the report.

When asked who his backup officer on the call was, Officer Alves responded:

“Well, if I'm not mistaken, | handled the whole call on my own. My 94 came late. | believe
it was Officer John Giga who arrived late to the scene. At that point, | already had taken
fingerprints, and | was done. | just had to write it up.” (Statement of Officer Mark Alves,
Page 2, Lines 36-38)

He recalled being on scene for approximately a little over half-hour before departing the call
during which he gathered all of the material and information to author his report. He explained
Officer Giga did come to the call but he did not need any assistance by the time Officer Giga
arrived. When asked if he physically saw Officer Giga arrive at the call, Officer Alves responded,
“Yes, he arrived in his Tahoe, but later on, yeah.” (Statement of Officer Mark Alves, Page 3,
Line 50). Officer Alves continued, “I did. If | remember clearly, he even asked, "Hey, is there
anything | can help you with?" And -- and | answered, "No," because | already had finished.”
(Statement of Officer Mark Alves, Page 3, Lines 53-54)

Officer Alves was unable to recall if Officer Giga was his assigned back up officer on any other calls for

service during the shift on that day. He never discussed with Officer Giga, the delay of arriving at the
call so Officer Alves could not say what took Officer Giga so long to arrive.
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This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.

Witness — Officer Jeremy Oberstein (CCN# 2118)

On January 4, 2024, Officer Jeremy Oberstein provided a sworn, digitally recorded, compelled
statement to IA Sergeants Wright and Finnerty as a witness to this incident. Officer Oberstein
was working as a road patrol officer on midnight shift in District 3 during the early morning hours
of November 24, 2023. He was the first officer on scene of the aggravated battery call for
service wherein Officer Giga was the victim. Officer Oberstein authored an offense incident
report, documented under FLPD case# 34-2311-227437, detailing his observations of the scene
and the facts of his initial investigation.

Officer Oberstein advised he was informed by Officer Giga that he was attempting to break up a
fight in the parking lot when he was hit by an unknown person with an unknown object. He
explained he did not immediately recognize Officer Giga and described him to be dressed in a t-
shirt with a nightclub logo printed on it, blue pants, and boots. Officer Giga never identified
himself as a FLPD officer to Officer Oberstein and he learned that the injured individual was an
FLPD officer only after Officer Dejo arrived and recognized Officer Giga’s name.

Officer Oberstein was asked specifically how he learned the information of Officer Giga trying to
break up a fight. He responded, “The gentleman that | met had just given me his name and he
said that there was a fight that he tried to break up and that -- -- that was it (Statement of Officer
Jeremy Oberstein, Page 3, Lines 45-48). He went on to explain that the gentleman who
provided the information did not mention to him that he had witnessed the fight but only Officer
Giga’s name and that he was trying to break up a fight.

Officer Oberstein was prompted to refer to his report in which he wrote Officer Giga advised him
he was trying to break up a fight. He was asked to clarify if he was provided that information
from Officer Giga or the bystander he met with upon his initial arrival on scene. Officer
Oberstein responded, “Officer Giga at some point said that he was trying to break up a fight and
he didn't know what hit him. And that's all he said to me.” (Statement of Officer Jeremy
Oberstein, Page 6, Lines 116-117)

Officer Oberstein was then reminded that his BWC showed the security guard/bystander who he
met with on scene saying Officer Giga had relayed to him that he was trying to break up a fight.
Officer Oberstein was then asked by Sergeant Wright, “But you’re saying that you also heard
that from Officer Giga.” Officer Oberstein responded, “Yes sir (Statement of Officer Jeremey
Oberstein, Page 6-7, Lines 118-121).

Officer Oberstein was asked why he deactivated his BWC only a few moments after arriving at
the call. He explained that Officer Dejo had arrived on scene and he deactivated his camera as
they discussed the case at which point they realized the injured person was Officer Giga. He
stated he believed he had re-activated the camera after their discussion and was unaware that it
had not begun again recording.

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.
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Witness — Officer Jose Dejo (CCN# 1760)

On January 4, 2024, Officer Jose Dejo provided a digitally recorded, compelled sworn statement
to IA Sergeants Wright and Aidan Finnerty as a witness to this incident. Officer Dejo was
working as a road patrol officer on midnight shift in District 3 during the early morning hours of
November 24, 2023. He was the second officer on scene of the aggravated battery call for
service wherein Officer Giga was the victim. While on scene Officer Dejo met with Officer
Oberstein and assisted with the investigation. His BWC captured some of his actions and
interactions but did not capture the entirety of his time on scene. Officer Dejo authored a
supplemental offense report, documented under FLPD case# 34-2311-227437, detailing his
observations of the scene and the facts of his initial investigation.

Officer Dejo explained he was informed by Officer Giga that he was attacked by a male possibly
armed with a bottle. Officer Dejo stated he was unsure if Officer Giga had been robbed, so he
asked Officer Giga for his wallet, at which time Officer Giga shared with him that his wallet was
inside his patrol vehicle that was parked nearby. Officer Dejo was able to locate Officer Giga’s
vehicle on SE 3rd Ave and 2" Street. Officer Dejo located Officer Giga’s gunbelt, vest, and
uniform shirt on the passenger side floorboard of the vehicle.

When asked, if Officer Giga provided him with any information with regards to what had
transpired that was not captured on BWC, Officer Dejo responded, “Just briefly that he was
attacked in that parking lot by males, possibly with a bottle” (Statement of Officer Jose Dejo,
Page, 3, Lines 50-51).

Officer Dejo was then asked, “Okay. Also, as per your report, you stated that Giga stated that he was
possibly attacked by a man with a bottle. That is correct statement?” Officer Dejo responded, “Yes”
(Statement of Officer Jose Dejo, Page 4, Lines 55-57). When asked to specify if Officer Giga made
these statements directly to him or to other officers on scene that you overheard, Officer Dejo,
responded, “To me” (Page 4, Line 60).

Officer Dejo stated Officer Giga did not explain to him why or how the incident occurred. He
[Officer Dejo] described Officer Giga as being dressed in a black shirt, blue pants, and sneakers
and confirmed that he was not in a police uniform or wearing any police markings or insignias.

Officer Dejo was asked, if he saw Officer Giga’s police vehicle at the scene to which he responded he
did. When asked how he came to find the vehicle and where it was located, Officer Dejo explained:

He -- | asked him for his phone and a wallet because | did not know at that point if it was a
robbery. So he said, "l have it in the car." So the car was parked on 3rd Avenue and 2 Street.
(Statement of Officer Jose Dejo, Page 6, Lines 95-97)

Officer Dejo stated he obtained the keys to the vehicle from Officer Giga and when he entered the
vehicle nothing appeared out of place to him. He confirmed that Officer Giga’s gun belt, vest, and
uniform shirt were in the vehicle on the floorboard of the passenger seat. When asked if the vehicle was
running, Officer Dejo responded, “I don’t remember” (Statement of Officer Jose Dejo, Page 6, Line
109). Officer Dejo explained he secured Officer Giga’s gun belt and vest in his car until he turned it over
to Officer Schemtob who relieved him.

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.
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Civilian Witness — Mr. Jarvis Merritt

On January 05, 2024, Mr. Jarvis Merritt provided a sworn, digitally recorded statement to IA Sergeants
Wright and Finnerty as a witness to this incident. Before providing his statement, Mr. Merritt was read
his Marinda Rights, to which he stated he understood his rights and wished to waive them to speak with
IA investigators.

Mr. Merritt claimed that while he and his friends were hanging out in the Capone’s parking lot, they
were approached by a large, burly Caucasian man who just walked up to them angrily and started
referring to members of the group as “niggers”. According to Mr. Merritt, the first round of racist remarks
from the unidentified white man were directed at a black man who had parked his car parallel in the
parking lot, obstructing some other cars, including Mr. Merritt’s. The driver of that car, according to Mr.
Merritt, tried to avoid further confrontation with the white man by backing out of the parking lot, but as
they were pulling out of the lot, the white man started pounding on the car windows and calling the
occupants "niggers." Officer Giga was later identified as the unknown white male Mr. Merritt was
referring to. According to Mr. Merritt, he was unaware that the unidentified white man was a police
officer at the time.

Mr. Merritt shared, when he asked Officer Giga, "Hey man, why are you beating on his window like
that?", Officer Giga became enraged with him and called him a "nigger" while asking if he wanted to
fight (Statement of Mr. Jarvis Merritt, Page, 4, Line 67). Mr. Merritt claimed that he attempted to get out
of the situation, but Officer Giga followed his vehicle. Mr. Merritt claimed that it was Officer Giga who
was the aggressor which resulted in a physical altercation. While acknowledging that he had struck
Officer Giga with a closed fist, Mr. Merritt explained that he had done so out of fear of Officer Giga and
was only acting in self-defense being that Officer Giga had already threatened to beat him up.

Mr. Merritt was asked to explain what occurred in his own words. He responded:

Well, we're sitting behind Capone's, me and a couple dudes that | know, that | -- couple
younger cats that | know grew up in front of me. From -- from a old neighborhood, we
grew up and sitting there, drinking, and just talking. You know, having friendly
conversation about life and stuff like that, you know. So I look up. I'm sitting in the car,
one car with -- with -- with -- with one of the guys, talking to him because he -- he kind of
like drunk, you know. So I'm trying to keep him up because he had to drive home and
the guy that was in front of the car that | was sitting in -- | think by this time, | was -- | - |
think | had got out and get in my car because we finna [sic] go to follow. Probably, do
[sic] home that | was sitting in the car with that was drinking. Follow him home, make
sure he get home safe. And then | was going -- was going to go to another little club
that's open later. (Statement of Mr. Jarvis Merritt, Pages 3-4, Lines 49-58)

Mr. Merritt continued:

So the guys that was in blocking my car, they -- they end up getting in the car. One guy
in the passenger -- the one guy in the driver seat and the guy was walking to the
passenger seat and out of nowhere, | see a big -- big strong Caucasian guy just walking
up all anger and rage and calling out nigger names and "Hey nigger, who is that?" He
was talking about driver, because he had, | guess, | don't know if you've profiled him or
what. He had dreadlocks like a coded black. And this time, he can't hear him. So he
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was like, "Man, no, he's -- that's nobody." So them guys end up running away from, you
know, but he end up beating on their window. Like calling them "Nigger, nigger, nigger,
nigger," all that, you know, for no reason. So, they -- they backed out the wrong way.
(Statement of Mr. Jarvis Merritt, Pages 4-5, Lines 58-66)

Mr. Merritt then specified the interaction between himself and Officer Giga:

“l was like, "Hey man, why are you beating on his window like that, man? We're just
trying to have a good time. It's Thanksgiving, man. We don't want no problems." And
he got enraged with me. "Oh, you want to fight, nigger? You want to fight? Come on,
get out here." Boom, he hit my window. | say, "No." At this time, I'm pulling out, I'm
driving out. I'm like, "No, | don't want to fight you, man. | don't want to fight you. Why
are you beating on my window man? | just want to have a good time, man." You know,
| said, "All I'm saying is you shouldn’t have did that. We don’t we didn't do nothing to
you." So, | -- I'm -- I'm still driving off slow as he coming up again all in rage -- all in
rage. Veins coming out his neck like he juiced up on something. He looked that. | ain't
going to lie, he looked that. And he did it again. Beat on the window. You know, like,
"Come on, man. I'm not trying to "Come on, get your fuck ass out the car." He called
me names. So, I'm like, "Nah man, | don't want to fight you man. | don't want to fight
you." | ain't I'm not going to even lie. | was when | seen how big he was, | was scared at
first, you know. But then when he beat on it again as | turned to come up out the back of
the Capone's driving like parking lot, he did it again, and | don't know man, | just out of
fear, just threw my car in park as he hit it and | defend myself. You know what I'm
saying? Because he (Indiscernible/inaudible 06:05) all at my window in a rage. Like |
thought he was finna [sic] hit me. You know what I'm saying? So, | basically just out of
fear and took my swing, you know, and that was that was it man. That was what
happened man. | was trying to run from the problem then. He was chasing me down,
want trying to fight me man.” (Statement of Mr. Jarvis Merritt, Page 4-5, Lines 67-86)

Mr. Merritt explained he was not familiar with the man [Officer Giga] and had never had any
previous encounters with him. He also relayed that the other members of the group he was with
did not know him either. Mr. Merritt described what he meant by his description of Officer Giga
“looking crazy.” He elaborated, “Like his eyes was big, eyes was red, his eyes was big, veins
coming out of his neck (Statement, Page 6, Lines 102-103).

Mr. Merrit was asked if he suspected Officer Giga to be under the influence of some substance.
He responded, “Some type of influence, yeah. Yeah, most definitely — most definitely. Like his
eyes was big, eyes was red, his eyes was big, veins coming out of his neck.” (Statement of Mr.
Jarvis Merritt, Page 6, Lines 105-108)

Mr. Merritt continued to describe the portion of the encounter during which Officer Giga punched
his window. He relayed as he was driving away, the front window of his vehicle was down but
the back window was up. He explained that Officer Giga punched the closed back window. He
relayed that Officer Giga never reached into the car or touch him or caused any damage to the
car. He expounded:

No, because | -- no, he's -- he's acting like he wanted to, but | pulled forward. So every

time he act like when he got a little close to it, like when my front, because | was talking
to him, I'm trying to defuse the problem. So every time, I'm trying to talk to him and talk
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with sense to him or trying to calm him down, he get enraged. So when he come up
towards my window, | pull up a little bit slowly. Like, "Man, | don't want to fight you." But
he did not. | ain't give him the chance to punch in there. | didn't give him a chance
(Statement of Mr. Jarvis Merritt, Page 7, Lines 120- 125).

Mr. Merritt was asked if he felt Officer Giga would hurt him once he stepped out of the car and if
he was in fear for his life during the altercation. He responded, “Yeah, | was definitely in fear of
my life. That's why -- that's -- that's -- swung with every power | had in my body. How big he
was. | was definitely -- | swung out of fear” (Statement of Mr. Jarvis Merritt, Page 8, Lines 151-
153). He was then asked if Officer Giga had made threats toward him and what those threats
were. He answered, “Yes. ‘Get out of the car. I'll beat you ass. Beat your ass, nigger.” He called
me a nigger” (Statement of Mr. Jarvis Merritt, Page 8, Lines 155-158).

Mr. Merritt was asked who he considered to have thrown the first punch between him and
Officer Giga. He replied, “I'd say | don't remember. | don't remember, but I'd say, if both our
hands was up, | feel like | connected the first punch. | mean, | won't say | don't remember”
(Statement of Mr. Jarvis Merritt, Page 9, Lines 169-171). He later went on to elaborate:

When | got out the car, he was like -- when he seen me get out the car, he was coming
up towards me at the same time. He threw (Indiscernible/inaudible 11:42) and set up...
When | got out the car, he was coming at me, and | was coming -- | -- | just went at
him... To protect myself (Statement of Mr. Jarvis Merritt).

When asked to describe further, Mr. Merrit explained Officer Giga raised his hands in what he
perceived to be a fighting stance. “He threw it like this. He set up. Like, his hands up”
(Statement of Mr. Jarvis Merritt, Page 11, Line 200).

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.

Civilian Witness — Mr. Antoino Harvard

During their investigation , CID detectives named Mr. Harvard as a potential suspect in the aggravated
battery that was inflicted on Officer Giga. The Office of Internal Affairs tried multiple times to speak with
Mr. Harvard, but to no avail. The Office of Internal Affairs requested Mr. Merritt reach out to Mr. Harvard
and have him contact IA investigators, yet Mr. Harvard never did. Mr. Merritt did contact Mr. Harvard on
at least four occasions in an effort to arrange a meeting between the Office of Internal Affairs and Mr.
Harvard, but during each effort Mr. Harvard refused to agree to an interview. The Office of Internal
Affairs was unable to obtain a statement from Mr. Harvard.

Witness — Officer Ashley Schemtob (CCN# 1894)

On January 11, 2024, Officer Schemtob provided a digitally recorded, compelled sworn statement to IA
Sergeants Wright and Finnerty as a witness with regard to this incident. Officer Schemtob was working
dayshift in District 3 on the morning of November 24, 2023. She was instructed to relieve Officer Dejo at
BHMC in reference to the aggravated battery wherein Officer Giga was the victim.
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Officer Schemtob authored a supplemental offense report, documented under case number 34-2311-
227437, detailing her involvement and observations. According to Officer Schemtob, she went to
BHMC to take over Officer Dejo's duties. When she arrived, she took possession of Officer Giga's

department issued ballistic vest and gun belt from Officer Dejo which she placed in the back of her
patrol car. She was later provided with Officer Giga’s wallet and cellphone by a BHMC nurse as Officer
Giga was being moved to ICU.

Officer Schemtob explained she learned from Officer Dejo that midnight shift had responded to a call
for service where they discovered Officer Giga to be the victim. She explained she never had a direct
conversation with Officer Giga but was instructed by Detective Swisher and Lieutenant Gnisci — both
members of CID — to activate her BWC as she stood by Officer Giga’s bedside in the area of where he
was being treated in the Emergency Room. Officer Schemtob advised she was subsequently instructed
to deactivate her BWC by Sergeant Eric Pekrol.

Officer Schemtob explained:

Okay. It was Lieutenant Genesee told me that my body camera needs to be activated.
So, | had asked -- | said, | wasn't there to do an investigation, | was just there simply to
stand by because it was one of our officers, and | wasn't talking to him or up by him. |
was just like in the waiting area, but | can see him. And then he said, "Okay, let me
make sure," per Corte-- Cortez -- Captain Cortez? Captain Cortez, he says, "Yes, turn it
on." So then, the Union were the-- was there, and they were just like, "In a hospital, no,
we shouldn't turn it on, and if you're doing the investigation, you turn it on, she's not
doing it." So then Detective Swisher from Homicide came and said, "You need to turn
your body camera on. I'm going to be asking him questions." So | was again like, "I'm
not involved in that whole scenario. I'm just here simply to stand by because one of our
officers got injured. I'm not here for the investigation." Sh-- | guess, she didn't have her
body camera. So, | turned it on. (Statement of Officer Ashley Schemtob, Pages 4-5,
Lines 75 -85)

She asked Sergeant Pekrol and FOP Representative Officer Robert Strout for guidance
because she was being told to activate her BWC by Lieutenant Anthony Gnisci and Detective
Swisher but told not to by Sergeant Pekrol. She expressed she did not understand what to do
because she felt as if she was just at the hospital in a standby capacity but not taking an active
role in the investigation. She ultimately decided to leave the BWC activated until she was
advised by Detective Swisher that she could stop recording.

Officer Schemtob went on to explain she remained with Officer Giga until she was instructed to
go wait in her car by Acting Major Steve Scelfo. She elaborated, a nurse asked who would be
remaining with Officer Giga when he was transferred to ICU. Officer Schemtob informed the
nurse she would be accompanying him; however, Detective Swisher had already informed the
nurse that she would be accompanying Officer Giga. According to Officer Schemtob, the policy
of the hospital was only two individuals could accompany Officer Giga, so members of the FOP
interjected and expressed they needed to. As Officer Schemtob was waiting, Acting Major
Scelfo instructed her to go to her vehicle.
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Officer Schemtob explained Officer Giga never said anything to her while she was at the
hospital. She expressed based on what she observed between the nurse and Officer Giga, it
appeared he was slightly incoherent. She had no further involvement in this incident.

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.

Witness — Sergeant Eric Pekrol (CCN# 1797)

Sergeant Eric Pekrol was identified as a potential witness in this investigation due to his
observed interactions with Officer Giga. On December 29, 2023 Sergeant Pekrol was sent
notice via email to provide a witness statement to IA investigators on Thursday, January 04,
2024.

On Wednesday January 3, 2024, the Office of Internal Affairs received a response from the
FOP Lodge 31 Chief Steward Scott Hoffer which advised the following:

| am writing on behalf of FOP Lodge 31 and in response to the Department’s attempt to
interview FOP Trustee Eric Pekrol about his protected union activities and
communications with FOP member Officer John Giga. Florida law prohibits employer
interference with concerted union activities, which includes communications between an
FOP member and an FOP representative. See Sections 447.301(1), 447.301(3),
447.501(1)(a), Florida Statutes. Put another way, communications FOP Trustee Pekrol
had with Officer John Giga were protected union communications, and any attempt by
the Department to pierce those confidential communications is unlawful. As such, FOP
Lodge 31 requests that the Department withdraws its notice of interview to FOP Trustee
Pekrol.

The administrative investigation into this matter was not commenced until December 13, 2023
and as such any investigation that occurred on November 24, 2023 was conducted by CID
personnel in reference to the criminal investigation of the aggravated battery. As such, the
Weingarten rights would not have been applicable and Sergeant Pekrol would not have been
functioning in his official capacity as a union representative but was working in the capacity of a
police sergeant.

Sergeant Pekrol was never interviewed as a result of the FOP objection.

Civilian Witness — Ms. Kaitlyn Wimpy

On January 24, 2024, Ms. Kaitlyn Wimpy was identified as a witness and agreed to provide a
sworn statement to |A investigators. Ms. Wimpy works as a bartender at Hunters Bar. A few
hours prior to Officer Giga getting into a physical altercation that resulted in him being severely
beaten, Ms. Wimpy was seen on camera serving him what looked to be at least five alcoholic
beverages.

The interview was set for the following day, January 25, 2024; however, a few hours before the

meeting was scheduled to begin, Ms. Wimpy called the Office of Internal Affairs to postpone the
interview - explaining that she had another appointment that day and had forgotten about it. The
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interview was rescheduled for January 26, 2024, but Ms. Wimpy never appeared. |IA
investigators called Ms. Wimpy multiple times to set up an interview, but she did not return any
of the calls. The Office of Internal Affairs was unable to obtain a statement from Ms. Wimpy.

Civilian Witness — Mr. Timothy Sequin

On January 24, 2024, Mr. Timothy Seguin provided a sworn, digitally recorded statement to IA
Sergeants Wright and Finnerty as a witness to this incident. Mr. Seguin is employed by Asta
Parking which manages the parking lot behind Capone’s nightclub where the aggravated battery
involving Officer Giga took place. He was working during the overnight hours of November 23
and 24", 2023, and recalled witnessing the incidents that lead up to the physical altercation
between Officer Giga and the men in the parking lot.

Mr. Seguin was asked to describe in his own words, what he heard and saw that evening in the
parking lot. He responded:

So, there's a couple cars parked in the backside of the lot. A gentleman pulls up and
starts having words along the lines of telling the guys to leave. At the time, you know, |
was leaving. So | wasn't really paying attention and it was odd. Our detail officer for that
evening had gone home already. So there shouldn't have been any reason for anybody
to be saying anything. But | recognized at the time the vehicle looked familiar and |
couldn't -- | -- | didn't place it at the time. (Statement of Mr. Timothy Seguin, Page 2,
Lines 22- 27).

He explained he saw an officer, who he later learned to be Officer Giga, approach the men in
the back parking lot at which point he heard Officer Giga tell the group “ ‘Get the hell out of
here.” (Statement of Mr. Timothy Seguin, Page 4, Lines 61-62) Mr. Seguin explained he
recognized the officer from Blondies Sports Bar where the officer had previously worked a
detail. He explained he saw the officer hit the hood of his a black truck that was parked in front
of the group. Mr. Seguin assumed the truck belonged to Officer Giga.

When asked about the exchange between Officer Giga and the group, Mr. Seguin stated,
“Because he didn’t identify himself as an officer at the time, | remember them say, ‘Fuck you.’...
He — he was not iden — identified, so they weren’t you know, directing it toward an officer. They
were directing it towards a human being that was telling them what to do” (Statement of Mr.
Timothy Seguin, Page 5, Lines 92 -99). He explained that the group was a little rowdy but they
were not fighting. He was asked if he saw any of the punch, hit, or kick each other, to which he
responded they were horsing around and playful slapping but nothing malicious.

Mr. Seguin was asked if he heard the officer use any racial slurs toward the group, to which he
responded, “I can’t say yes or no to that. Unfortunately, | hear so many of them at that location, |
block them out in my head” (Statement of Mr. Timothy Seguin, Page 4, Lines 67-68). He went
on to express that the officer approached the group and at no time did the men approach the
officer. He stated the group had parked there earlier in the night and were hanging out at the car
after returning to the parking lot. He was specifically asked if the officer was wearing a police
belt or a shirt labeled with “POLICE.” Mr. Seguin said he was not.
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Mr. Seguin left the area prior to the actual physical altercation so he did not witness what
occurred in reference to the aggravated battery.

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.

Civilian Witness — Ms. Melina Rozema

On January 25, 2024, Ms. Melina Rozema provided a sworn and digitally recorded statement to IA
Sergeants Wright and Finnerty as a witness, with regards to this incident. Detectives Leann Swisher
and Michael Goldsworthy had previously questioned Ms. Rozema on November 31, 2023, in reference
to their criminal investigation of the aggravated battery involving Officer Giga. The Office of Internal
Affairs conducted a subsequent interview of Ms. Rozema in reference to matters pertinent to the
administrative investigation that were not explored in the criminal investigation. Ms. Rozema's two
statements appeared to be corroborated by one another.

Ms. Rozema was employed by Capone’s Nightclub and was working during the late night/early morning
hours of November 23rd and November 24", 2023. She and Officer Giga had met at Hunters Beach
Bar approximately a month prior and began a causal friendship.

According to Ms. Rozema, Officer Giga had driven her to her home located in the city of Coral Springs
in his marked FLPD unit on at least two separate occasions when he visited Capone’s. He had also
previously picked her up and taken her back to his home in his police vehicle. During the overnight
hours of November 23 and November 24" Officer Giga sent Ms. Rozema several text messages
offering to come pick her up to take her to his home; however, she informed him that she did not want
to accompany him. Since she had made it very apparent that she did not want to go home with Officer
Giga that evening, Ms. Rozema was unaware that he was still planning to come to the location. She
expressed, Officer Giga sent her several messages throughout the night and she had told him several
times not to come but her phone died at some point during the night so she did not get several
messages until the morning. She revealed that because Officer Giga had been texting her nonstop
while she was at work, she knew he was upset with her.

Ms. Rozema claimed that when she heard Officer Giga's voice at the nightclub, she ran into the ice
room so she didn’t have to deal with him. She was asked how she knew Officer Giga had come to the
location. She responded:

All right, he knocked on the back door, and it was really hard, and then | hear "Is Melina there?"
And it was his voice, and so | just ducked down as soon as | heard him say my name”
(Statement of Ms. Melina Rozema, Page 5, Lines 97-99).

She continued, “He looked angry. Oh, yeah, probably, I-- just know that he was like just super angry,
and | was like, ‘Oh.” (Statement of Ms. Melina Rozema, Page 6, Lines 102-103). Ms. Rozema
described that she could tell in Officer Giga’s voice that he was angry. She specifically stated, “Yeah., |
can hear in his voice that he was angry with me. | can hear he was angry. | don't know if it was with
me, but he sounded very angry” (Statement of Ms. Melina Rozema, Page 5, Lines 93-94). Ms. Rozema
later expressed that she did not actually see Officer Giga but only heard him.
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When asked why she was avoiding Officer Giga, Ms. Rozema stated, “Because | told him for like, | told
him "I didn't want to go over" and he still showed up and | heard his voice and | didn't want to still have
to deal with telling him again" (Statement of Ms. Melina Rozema, Page, 3, Lines 48-49). Mr. Rozema
later expressed:

| was really annoyed. | was sick of telling him | didn't want to go over and at this point, | was
like, "What more can | do?" Like, it's just because I'm a nice person. So if we do -- if | do see
him and he's going to say that I'm just going to be nice and I'll be like, "Okay," and go over out of

kindness and | didn't want to do that at all. So | just hid. (Statement of Ms. Melina Rozema,
Page 7, Lines 128-131)

Ms. Rozema revealed she later learned of the altercation from Dave (Mr. David Sutton) who told
her something regarding someone knocking on someone’s else’s widow which resulted in fight,
but she did not learn specifically what occurred until Officer Giga told her about the incident.

Ms. Rozema was asked, what Officer Giga relayed to her. She stated:

He accused -- he asked me, well, like he -- | don't know why he didn't even make it seem
like it was a big deal or anything because he was just blowing me up and then was just
like, "Do you want to talk about the other thing?" And then | said, "What other thing?"
And he said, how | got four security guards from Capone's to jump him in the back

and -- in the back of Capone's and, | was like, "Why would | have anything to do with
that? | don't even -- | don't know anybody that would jump a security guard," or jump
like, "who they know is a police officer because they've seen him before and jump him,
so, | don't know." (Statement of Ms. Melina Rozema, Page 5, Lines 83-89)

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.

Witness — Lieutenant Matthew Guerra (CCN# 1769)

On January 26, 2024, Lieutenant Matthew Guerra provided a digitally recorded, compelled sworn
statement to IA Sergeants Wright and Finnerty as a witness to this incident. Lieutenant Guerra shared
that he worked as the District 3 dayshift Lieutenant on November 24, 2023. He was the designated duty
lieutenant for the city during his shift and learned of the incident from the midnight shift duty lieutenant.
After being briefed, he responded to the scene to assure it was secured and midnight officers were
being relieved by dayshift officers.

Lieutenant Guerra explained there was continual discussion during the day as the investigation
progressed regarding whether the incident was an on-duty or off-duty incident. At some point during the
day, he [Lieutenant Guerra] communicated with Acting Major Steven Scelfo who expressed he had
learned that Officer Giga was taking police action at the time of the incident and thus would have
reverted to an on-duty status. Based on that information, Lieutenant Guerra completed a First Report of
Injury or lliness form for Officer Giga which he forwarded to City of Fort Lauderdale Risk Management.

Lt. Guerra detailed what he learned of the incident as follows:
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It was relayed to me that officers responded little after 4 AM to call of person
unconscious that was potentially in a fight. When officers arrived on scene, they located
a person who was badly beaten, with injuries. Upon further inspection, they -- this
person was unrecognizable as Giga at that time, but it was learned at some point from
the officer on scene that this was Officer John Giga. It was kind of up in the air whether
they -- he was working or not working, whether he came from a detail, he regularly works
the -- the two street detail area. So, it was kind of -- there was a lot of unknowns. He
was -- his police car was on scene and he was in a like a half Class B uniform where he
was wearing the -- the uniform pants, boots, under belt but was not -- did not have his
Class B uniform shirt on. First, it was unknown if he lost it in a fight, where was his

police equipment. things of that nature. So, we were kind of unsure whether he was
working or not. (Statement of Lieutenant Matthew Guerra, Pages 2-3, Lines 34-44).

He then detailed how he arrived at the conclusion the incident was an on-duty incident
prompting him to complete and submit the First Report of Injury or lliness. He relayed:

| believe there was a discussion amongst myself, Scelfo, and Atkinson, there may have
been a couple others that I'm not sure about, regarding whether this was on duty or off
duty, given the circumstances | described. That would also dictate the investigation
whether it's going to be conducted by -- as a Battery LEO, which would be handled by
Homicide and whatnot or was there something that Officer Giga was potentially doing
something improper, would this be an administrative case? There was a lot of
unknowns that we just didn't know at that time. The day went on. Ultimately Violent
Crime -- or not Violent Crime, excuse me, Homicide was conducting the investigation as
a Battery LEO with -- with the information we had. As the day went on, me being the
duty lieutenant, it would be my responsibility to ensure that a first report of injury was
done. So, | called now Major Scelfo to discuss with him, are we treating this as an on-
duty injury or are we treating this as an off-duty injury, that he was involved in something
we're not quite sure what it was yet. Scelfo relayed that he received information from the
Union, the FOP, stating that Officer Giga was taking police action to break up a fight. As
such, whether he was on-duty or off-duty, as our policy states, if you're taking police
action, then you immediately revert back to on-duty status. There was some discussion
whether this would be necessary but ultimately the decision was made to keep it generic
because we didn't have a whole lot other than Giga was -- is an officer and he was
involved in a physical altercation which is where he got hurt. And that's how the
narrative essentially was written that we were relayed he was breaking up a fight,
therefore putting it on-duty status. (Statement of Lieutenant Matthew Guerra, Pages 3-4,
Lines 57-76)

Lt. Guerra advised he never personally saw or spoke with Officer Giga that day.

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.

Witness — Major Steven Scelfo (CCN# 1427)

On February 08, 2024, Major Steven Scelfo provided a digitally recorded, compelled sworn
statement to Sergeant Aaron Wright and Lieutenant Keven Dupree as a witness, with regard to
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this incident. Major Scelfo stated that he was not scheduled to work on the day of the incident
(November 24, 2023), but was contacted by Lieutenant Collis Atkinson at approximately 5 a.m.
alerting him of an incident involving an officer.

Major Scelfo shared when he arrived on scene, he learned that Officer John Giga, had been the
victim of an aggravated battery where he sustained serious injury requiring transport to the
hospital. Major Scelfo stated when he got on scene he did a quick survey of the scene, met with
some of the detectives who were there, and gave an update to Acting Chief Victor London.
Maijor Scelfo then responded to the hospital to check on the status of Officer Giga.

Major Scelfo was asked, to explain what he learned at the scene of the incident. He responded:

| received just a general update on the scene that it appeared, | remember that they were
looking to try to see if there was video available, there wasn't any video that had been received
or obtained when | was on -- on scene that might have led us to figure out who was responsible
for the battery. Violent Crimes was on scene and | can't recall if it was there or at the hospital
that | was given an initial -- that Giga had given an initial statement that he was getting off of a
detail and was trying to break up a fight and that his -- his vehicle -- his police vehicle was still
there on the scene. | believe it was and I'm trying to recall, it was on the west s-- east side of
the building, around the corner from where the incident took place in the parking lot. (Statement
of Major Steven Scelfo, Page 3, Lines 46-54)

Major Scelfo was asked to specify at what point he received the information that Officer Giga
had been injured while trying to break up a fight. He explained the information was relayed to
him by CID detectives. He detailed:

| can't -- | can't recall if | learned of that while in the initial scene, it was very early in the
morning, if it was at that initial scene or if it was at the hospital, but it was relayed to me
from Violent Crimes. | spoke with both Detective Leann Swisher and Sergeant Don
Geiger, that the initial statement from Giga was that he was breaking up a fight -- and
that he had gotten off a detail and was breaking up a fight. (Statement of Major Steven
Scelfo, Page 4, Lines 59- 63)

He went on to explain his perspective was until more information was received to indicate
otherwise, the aggravated battery would considered an on-duty incident. Major Scelfo
expressed:

Correct. My take on the scene was, until we received information otherwise, that it was,
you know a battery -- an aggravated battery, and that -- it -- that he said he was on duty,
that we would take it at that va-- that face value until something was said otherwise.
(Statement of Major Steven Scelfo, Page 4, Lines 72-74)

Major Scelfo confirmed he directed Lieutenant Guerra to complete and submit a First Report of Injury
form on behalf of Officer Giga with the narrative indicating his injuries were sustained while Officer Giga
was attempting to break up of fight. Major Scelfo stated he had no personal contact or conversation
with Officer Giga.

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.
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Accused — Officer John Giga (CCN# 1717)

On March 08, 2024, Officer John Giga provided a digitally recorded, compelled sworn statement to IA
Sergeants Aaron Wright and Aidan Finnerty at the FLPD Office of Internal Affairs. Prior to commencing
the interview, Officer Giga and his FOP representatives, Chief Steward Scott Hoffer and Attorney Gene
Gibbons, reviewed the investigative packet. Officer Giga advised on the night of the incident he
suffered severe head injuries and therefore did not have one hundred percent recollection of what
transpired that night, but would answer any questions asked of him the best he possibly could. During
Officer Giga’s statement several inconsistencies were noted.

Officer Giga stated he remembered working District one, afternoon shift — primarily in the central beach
zone area. Officer Giga remembered he and the other district officers being allowed to begin their
respective commutes back to FLPD headquarters or their residences at 2150 hours due to it being
Thanksgiving Day. At that time he went directly to Hunters Bar. Officer Giga shared that he went home
after Hunters Bar to freshen up and then he went to Capone’s Nightclub to meet with Ms. Rozema.
Officer Giga further advised that he did not remember much after arriving at Capone’s Nightclub.

When asked if he recalled the vehicle number of the marked unit he was operating that night he
responded, “Maybe 115377 I'm guessing” (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 5, Line 81). In
fact, Officer Giga was operating vehicle 11536. When asked to describe what he recalled from
his November 23" shift, Officer Giga stated, “There was a couple of calls | responded to with
Alves, a couple | was sent to and then canceled. | don't remember much more than that
(Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 5, Lines 84-85).

He was then asked if he remember being dispatched with Officer Alves to a call for service
regarding a burglary on Mercedes Drive. He responded he did not. After having the opportunity
to review the Incident Summary Dispatch Sheet, he then responded:

| don't -- | don't remember this, but I've been gone a few months, but there's a lot of calls
that I'm not going to remember, | didn't write a report on it, so it's going to be hard to go
off somebody else's report. (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 5, Lines 94-96)

He was then asked if he remembered the reason for the thirty minute delay in arriving at the call for
service although according the dispatch log he immediately acknowledged being dispatched to the call
and his AVL showed his vehicle approximately five minutes away. Officer Giga responded that the
beach zone is often short staffed, and the officers will call each other and let one another know not to
rush to get to certain calls or they will cancel the response of other officers altogether. Officer Giga was
reminded that Officer Alves provided a statement that he [Officer Alves] was at the scene of the call for
thirty to thirty-five minutes prior to Officer Giga’s arrival. Officer Giga responded, “I don't see me -- me
taking that long unless | was called by him to -- to, you know, not be in a rush” (Statement of Officer
John Giga, Page 6, Lines 105-106).

When asked if Officer Alves called him that day advising him not to rush, Officer Giga stated he

assumed that to be the case because it's common among several of the officers that work the
beach.

28



FORT LAUDERDALE POLICE DEPARTMENT
INTERNAL AFFAIRS FINAL DISPOSITION
INTERNAL AFFAIRS CASE 23-00346

Officer Giga was reminded of Officer Alves statement that when Officer Giga arrived he had already
completed the call. Officer Giga responded, “I -- | don't know” (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 6,
Line 113). Officer Giga was then asked if he had any reason to believe Officer Alves statement to be
inaccurate. Officer Giga responded:

It's a possibility that maybe he's not getting it accurate for that -- that specific call. | don't know
that to be the case, unless we call each other and tell each other, | know, you know, don't worry
about it. | got it, or somebody's GOA [gone on arrival] and we just handle it. (Statement of
Officer John Giga, Page 6, Lines 116-118)

This statement given by Officer Giga was inconsistent with the statement given by Officer Alves. in
which he advised that he and Officer Giga never talked about the approximately thirty-minute delay in
his arriving at the burglary call for service.

Officer Giga did not contest the fact his AVL showed he spend most of his time while on shift in the
proximity of 233 Almond Avenue on November 23, 2023. He was asked if there was a specific reason
he had spent most of the day there. In response he stated:

So that's the Central Beach location. You have a tattoo shop, you have Spazios, you
have Elbo Room, you have Rock Bar, you have Blondies, you have Hunters and there's
a -- | don't know if that other pizza shop's still there, but there was a pizza shop there too
that the owner had generated a lot of problems. And if there was something that was
going to happen, it would be in that area on that block. Also, there's plenty of homeless
people in the park across the street. | periodically check in on them as well and | -- |
treat that like a beat and | walk the streets, so. (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 7,
Lines 126-132)

Officer Giga was reminded that his AVL showed his vehicle parked in that specific area from

1920 hours to 2300 hours, to which he responded, “Okay, yeah, | mean it's generally; there's a lot of
people to talk to. | know a lot of the people that work down there. You know, try to, | stop in, make an
appearance” (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page, 7, Lines 137-138).

Officer Giga was asked, if he recalled specifically what members of the public he had contact
with that day. He responded:

A lot of people. People that worked security at Rock Bar, people that worked security
and bar backing at both, Blondies and Elbo Room, the security and the bartender at
Hunters, the pizza shop guy. I'm not sure of the actual address, but it's close to Elbo
Room... And there's another pizza shop guy, | think that guy's name is Mike. He opened
up one next to Hunters and, the guys that work in the tattoo shop too. (Statement of
Officer John Giga, Page 8, Lines 144-149)

Officer Giga was asked to explain what he did immediately after his shift on November 23,
2023. He stated, at 9:50 p.m. the shift was notified via police radio that the supervisor had
authorized them to leave their assigned areas to travel to the station or home. He explained he
had a couple of hours free, so he stayed and talked to some of the employees of Hunters Bar.

When asked why he did not turn off his vehicle between the hours of 7:20 p.m. and 2:42 a.m., although
he was off-duty and socializing during some of that time period, Officer Giga answered:
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So, | actually probably, | think | did, and if | didn't, that's just an error, but it's just a push button.
Sometimes it goes off, sometimes it doesn't, sometimes you have to hold it down for a minute. |
thought that it was shut down. | didn't see the lights on, on the unit, | was -- | assumed it was
off. (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 9, Lines 162-165)

Officer Giga was then asked if there were any previous occasions when he had experienced the
issue with his vehicle that he had described. He stated he had. When asked if he had reported
the issue to Fleet Services garage, he responded:

Yes, and they said there was no, they couldn't replicate the issue. | saw a problem with
the vehicle just stopping, like while | was driving on the road. I've also had other issues
with the vehicle. You -- you can't actually hit the button for the vehicle to lock and they
couldn't figure out why. Also, if you take ten steps away from the vehicle in the middle of

the night, when you're on an alarm or a call for something, it just beep, beep, beeps. So
it kind of gives away your position. (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 9, Line 172-
177)

Officer Giga was asked specifically if he had reported all the aforementioned issues to the Fleet
Services garage. He stated he had.

This statement by Officer Giga was inconsistent with the maintenance records obtained by the Office of
Internal Affairs from Vector Fleet Services. The document showed there had been maintenance
conducted on Officer Giga’s assigned PAVe vehicle11536; however, there was no record of Officer
Giga reporting any of the issues which he mentioned during his statement. None of the repairs
completed on vehicle 11536 had been completed on the ignition push to start button.

Officer Giga was asked, where he went after leaving Hunters at 2:42 a.m. He responded, ‘I
believe | went home, took a shower, and then | went downtown to give somebody a go -- that |

see a door card to come over afterward and... Capone’s” (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page
10, Lines 182-186).

When asked if he worked any details that night after work, he responded he did not. Officer
Giga was then asked if he had consumed any alcoholic beverages at Hunters either before the
end of his shift or after his shift. He replied, “| don't recall doing so. That's a little bit of a, you
know, that | don't remember the night that well” (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 10, Line
196-197).

To help his recollection, Officer Giga was shown videos of him at Hunters during which he was
captured consuming unknown beverages. He was then asked if the videos helped him recall his
actions at Hunters. He stated they did not, but the subject captured in the videos did resemble
him. When confronted with the fact that the video appeared to show him consuming at least five
drinks, he then replied, “Okay. | -- what was the time -- the timestamp?” (Statement of Officer
Joh Giga, Page 11, Line 204).

Several of the timestamps from the video where he was captured consuming a beverage were
pointed out to Officer Giga. He then made the statement, “And we're sure that's alcohol in there,
because | see me grabbing a bottle of water there, and | always get Red Bulls every time | drink
something” (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page, 11, Lines 208- 209).
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Officer Giga was again asked if the video helped his recollection based on the footage of the bartender
serving him drinks. He replied, “Again, | see the video, | just -- | don't remember that” (Statement of
Officer John Giga, Page 11, Line 213).

The video from Hunters Beach Bar, Officer Giga consuming what appeared to be five alcoholic
drinks. The five beverages captured on camera were all being poured from a liquor bottle with a
pouring spout attached and the liquid was dark in color. Officer Giga was observed on camera
seemingly taking shots and toasting with other patrons of the establishment. There was a bottle
of water observed in his hand as he was leaving the establishment, but no cans of Red Bulls
were observed.

Officer Giga confirmed his cell phone number as being 910-581-4671 and that it was the same
phone number belonging to him on November 23 and 24'". He confirmed he knew Ms. Melina

Rozema and that he had exchanged text messages with her on the night of the incident. When
reviewing a copy of the messages provided to him by IA investigators, he stated, “Yeah, this is
the night -- | think this is the night before” (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 12, Line 236).
The timeframe was then specified as the night of the 23 to which Officer Giga agreed and
offered that he and Ms. Rozema also had a two hour conversation on the phone that evening.

Officer Giga was then asked if he had ever picked Ms. Rozema up from work, to which he responded
he had. Furthermore, he was asked if he had ever picked up Ms. Rozema using his police vehicle. He
responded, “Yes” (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 13, Line 244).

Officer Giga was then asked if he worked a detail at either Blondie’s Beach Bar or Capone’s
Nightclub during the early morning hours of November 24™, to which he responded he did not.
When asked to detail what happened when he arrived at Capone’s in the early morning hours of
November 24", Officer Giga stated, “Any -- Anything | tell you is just going to be, this is,
everything at that point is, there's like trauma, like memory loss from that incident and anything |
tell you I'd just be guessing” (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 13, Lines 256-258).

Officer Giga was instructed not to guess but was asked if he remembered what happened at Capone’s
prior to the altercation, when he initially arrived. He replied he did not. He was then asked if it would
help if he watched the video. He replied by referencing an earlier point during the statement during
which he referred to watching the video being similar to a child looking at a video from the past:

That's exactly what it's like. It's like looking at, no, it's like somebody already is looking at a
picture of yourself as a kid in a situation that you don't -- you can tell it's you, you can recognize
yourself, but you can't -- you don't remember the incident and that's -- that's basically what I'm --
I've been trying to remember this for a very long time. (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 14,
Lines 270- 273)

Officer Giga continued, “Sir, I'm going to be honest with you. When | was watching those videos, it
didn't even look like me. | was like, | would remember that. | don't -- it doesn't help. No” (Statement of
Officer John Giga, Page 14, Lines 278-280). He was then asked to confirm that he had no recollection
of what occurred when he arrived at Capone’s Nightclub at approximately 0412 hours. He said that was
correct.

Officer Giga stated:

31



FORT LAUDERDALE POLICE DEPARTMENT
INTERNAL AFFAIRS FINAL DISPOSITION
INTERNAL AFFAIRS CASE 23-00346

Any -- Anything | tell you is going to be speculation. It looks like, from the video, there's
a -- there's a vehicle, and there's a dump truck trying to make that left going up [the]
parking lot. Looks like | talked to people, they're very nice, I'm like, hey, they're trying to
get through. They back up no problem. Somebody else had a problem with me talking
to them, evidently, according to what | watched. | don't remember any of that, | don't.
(Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 15, Lines 287-291)

This statement made by Officer Giga was inconsistent with the statements made by several
witnesses in this investigation. All previously mentioned witnesses that observed the interaction
between Officer Giga and the men in the parking lot of Capone’s identified Officer Giga as being
the aggressor to include punching the hood of at least one vehicle and referring to members of
the group as “niggers.”

Officer Giga stated he did not actually remember the night but was instead simply relaying what he
viewed in the provided video footage. He elaborated:

No, I'm saying what that displays, what | remember watching. because | watched it, like, twice to
try to figure it out. For the last eight hours, I've been trying to jog my memory, remembering this
thing, and | really can't. (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 15, Lines 297-301)

When asked if he recalled encountering a group of black males in the parking lot whom he was alleged
to have called “niggers,” Officer Giga replied:

That's not even in my vocabulary. | don't -- | don't use that. My girlfriend's black. The girl that |
was seeing that night, she's light skinned black. My nephew -- my nephew -- my nephew are
black. My brother's all black. That -- that's not a part of who | am... There's no reason that |
would ever use that kind of language. (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 16, Line 305- 310)

He was then asked if he recalled advising Officer Oberstein that he was trying to break up a
fight when he was attacked. He responded, “I don't recall anything | was said, but given the
nature of my head injuries that night, | could have said | was Jesus.” (Statement of Officer John
Giga, Page 16, Lines 314-315)

This response given by Officer Giga was inconsistent with his previous response during which he
stated he did not use the word “nigger” because it's not who he is. But when asked a similar question,
Officer Giga stated he did not recall anything he said.

Officer Giga then went on to acknowledge he had no reason to doubt both Officer Oberstein’s
account of his interaction and communication with him. When asked if he had any reason to
contest Officer Dejo’s account, and if he recalled telling Officer Dejo that he was attacked with a
bottle, Officer Giga stated:

No. | think somebody said on the 911 tape, somebody had said something that
somebody had a bottle. Maybe that was in my head, | don't know. | --1can't remember.
Somebody had said something like that and | think that's probably what, if | said that,
that's probably what that was. (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 16-17, Lines 323-
326)

32



FORT LAUDERDALE POLICE DEPARTMENT
INTERNAL AFFAIRS FINAL DISPOSITION
INTERNAL AFFAIRS CASE 23-00346

When asked again specifically if he had any reason to discount Officer Dejo’s account, Officer
Giga responded, “Not at all.” (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 17, Line 334)

He was then asked if he had any recollection of what led up to him being attacked. In response
Officer Giga provided:

Well, the reason why | -- | mentioned the dump truck and everything is that those guys
that were parked in front of the, | guess that was a like a black BMW or C-Class or
something. | -- | asked them to move as the truck was trying to get through. | -- that's
obvious. They get in the car, they move, no problem and then the other guys had an
issue, and | was very dismissive to them because | wasn't even facing it. | was just on
my phone texting somebody. (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 17, Lines 337- 342)

Although Officer Giga advised that he could not remember what transpired in the parking lot of
Capone’s on the night in question, his account of what happened during this statement were
fairly accurate, according to the video obtained by the Office of Internal Affairs. Although there is
no audio of what Officer Giga says to the driver of the initial vehicle that exited the parking lot, it
was observed that Officer Giga was keeping to himself on his phone, until someone from the
other two cars involved in this incident caught his attention. It was at this point that Officer Giga
appeared to become aggressive as he starts to strike the vehicle of Mr. Merritt with a closed fist.

When offered the fact that a withess accounted Officer Giga said to him, “nigger move your car,”
and asked if he remembered that interaction, Officer Giga responded:

If | would have said that to somebody, you think they would have just gotten in their car
and moved it? And not only that, but that's not in my vocabulary, so | wouldn't have said
that. There's absolutely no reason for me to say that. (Statement of Officer John Giga,
Page 18, Lines 345-347)

This statement given by Officer Giga was inconsistent with the statements given by witnesses
Kara Stipimpson, Michael Rucker, Jarvis Merritt, and David Sutton, all who advised that Officer
Giga entered into the parking lot unprovoked and addressed the unknown black males as
“niggers” as he demanded that they mover their vehicle.

Officer Giga was asked, At some point in time, you and the driver are kind of exchanging words back
and forth. You took a fighting stance. You kind of stepped back, shifted your weight. Do you know what
was said to you that would’ve made you do that, to which he answered:

If | did that, it's basically instinctive. It's just what | would do. If people were coming at me,
they're going to, you know. Do you see doors open? | didn't -- | don't remember the actual

incident, but based on what | saw, | -- | don't know anybody that's not going to take a fighting
stance for getting approached by three people. (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 26, Lines
509-512)

This statement by Officer Giga was inconsistent with captured video from the back parking lot of
Capone’s, walking alongside Jarvis Merritt’s vehicle as it was slowly driving away. Officer Giga
as captured walking alongside and the striking Mr. Merritt’s vehicle with his fist. Once the car
stopped and Mr. Merritt exited the vehicle, Officer Giga advanced forward towards Mr. Merritt in
a fighting stance. Mr. Merritt initially pushes Officer Giga back, prior to him physically becoming
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the aggressor, by then striking Officer Giga in the face as Officer Giga turned to focus on the
two other individuals who were now just starting to approach him.

Officer Giga was asked, if he remembered what he was wearing that night. He responded, “| was
wearing a black t-shirt and uniform pants with black unclothed sneakers, and probably black socks.”
(Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 18, Lines 349-350)

When asked if he had been able to advise dispatch of the incident he responded there was
absolutely no way he could have. He was then asked if he had his police radio nearby or where
his equipment was at the time. He answered, “Everything was in the car. I'm not going to walk
inside of an establishment that serves liquor carrying a firearm if I'm not on duty, that doesn't
make any sense.” (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 18, Lines 356-357) He then explained
he did not remember where his gun belt and firearm was in the car but stated it was usually
always secured under the seat or in the lockbox, or just somewhere in the front.

Officer Giga stated he did not recall speaking with any FLPD personnel while at the hospital
including Detective Swisher and Detective Goldsworthy. He also stated he did not recall telling
anyone that he was working a detail at Blondies when the attack occurred. When confronted
with the fact that Detective Goldsworthy wrote in his report that Officer Giga told him he was
attempting to break up a fight when he was attacked, Officer Giga replied, “I don't -- | don't know
where that came from. | don't recall saying that. | don't.” (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page
19, Lines 372-373)

Officer Giga was asked about a text message he sent to Ms. Rozema on the morning of
November 24, 2024 in which he wrote, “I’'m about to show up and fuck everyone up.” He was
asked who he was referring to in the message and what he meant. He responded,” | don't even
remember saying that and -- but again, this is kind of like, 11, and they probably gave me
morphine and whatever else they gave me, | have no idea. | don't remember sending that at all.
(Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 19, Lines 378-380)

He provided he did not know why Ms. Rozema ducked underneath the bar to hide from him and
ultimately went into the cooler when she heard him although he claimed to have traveled to
Capone’s to provide her with a door card to his residence.

He was also asked if he remembered leaving his vehicle running since it was found running by
the responding officer that located it. He responded:

So, in that instance, | was just going to go inside, drop off the door card, and head home.

So | don't -- | -- that's possible. That was my intention going there. | do remember that,
but | don't, like, | can't really remember. (Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 22, Lines
436-438)

Officer Giga was asked if he knows and was friends with Ms. Kaitlyn Wimpy, whom he was
captured interacting with in the video footage obtained from Hunter Beach Bar. He stated he
did. When questioned whether he had spoken to her regarding the incident, he responded no.

He was then advised of several accounts of witnesses during which they relayed it appeared that he

was under the influence of either alcohol or drugs on the night of the incident based on his actions,
including him beating on his chest and appearing enraged. Officer Giga was asked if he would be
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willing to provide IA access to his lab results and discharge documents from BHMC. He responded that
he would be following the advice of his attorney and would not sign a medical release.

While asking Officer Giga if he would be willing to turn over his medical records and discharge
paperwork, which could potentially exonerate him of the allegations made by several witnesses
made about him, his FOP union representative Gene Gibbons interjected. Mr. Gibbon stated
that Officer Giga’s hospital records are his own private records and not subject to be ordered or
turned over in this administrative process. Officer Giga was again advised that the request was
purely voluntary and reminded that the question was directed to him. Officer Giga answered
again that he would not release them.

Officer Giga was asked, if he had sent Ms. Rozema a text regarding the incident a day or two
after in which he accused her of having four dudes attack him. He stated he did not remember
sending the text.

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.

Accused — Officer John Giga (CCN# 1717) Clarification Statement

On April 05, 2024, IA Sergeants Wright and Finnerty of the Office of Internal Affairs obtained a
digitally recorded voluntary sworn clarification statement from Officer John Giga. Officer Giga
and FOP Lodge 31 Chief Steward Scott Hoffer, were provided access to new information that
the Office of Internal Affairs had acquired from Vector Fleet Services in reference to his prior
statement regarding issues with the ignition on his assigned vehicle.

After reviewing the information, Officer Giga stated:

Yeah, so on page 9, | guess section 29 of the statement, it says -- it was asked, if |
reported the issues. | said, "l did report the issues." This doesn't reflect reporting the
exact problems with the -- the thing, other issues that | brought the vehicle for. However,
verbally -- and this happens quite frequently with these vehicles. If you go to the garage,
you're going to verbally explain if there's another issue. And then they're like, "We'll take
alook atit." In my instance, | asked them about that. When | picked the vehicle up, they
wouldn't -- couldn't replicate that problem. (Clarification Statement of Officer John Giga,
Pages 1-2, Lines 15-21)

He continued:

-- there's several officers that have the same issue with these vehicles turning off as
they're driving them. | mean, this -- the Tahoe is -- it's known for that. It's not like a -- like a
secret. It happens to several officers throughout the department. So | mean, I'm not the only
person. It's also like, they'll hold on to the vehicle for, you know like 2 months trying to figure
something out and then they never do. (Clarification Statement of Officer John Giga, Page 2,
Lines 28-32)

This is a summary of the total statement and is not verbatim. Refer to the transcript for details.
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EXHIBITS/EVIDENCE

Witness and Accused Statements: Transcribed withess and accused statements.

BWC Video of Officers Oberstein, Dejo and Schemtob: BWC Videos of all the officers who
responded to the assault (FLPD Case number 34-2311-227437).

CCTV for Blondies Sports Bar: Copy of CCTV from Blondies Sports Bar November 23-24, 2023.

CCTV for Hunters Beach Bar: Copy of CCTV from Hunters Beach Bar November 23-24, 2023.

CCTV for Capone’s Nightclub: Copy of CCTV from Capone’s Nightclub November 24, 2023.

CCTV for Asta Parking: Copy of CCTV from Asta Parking November 24, 2023.

CCTV for City of Fort Lauderdale — Overwatch Beach: Copy of CCTV for City of Fort Lauderdale —
Overwatch Beach November 23-24, 2023.

CCTV for City of Fort Lauderdale — 2nd Street: Copy of CCTV for City of Fort Lauderdale — 2nd
Street November 24, 2023.

CCTV for Republic Services: Copy of CCTV for Republic Services Truck November 24, 2023.

Sworn Offense Incident Aggravated Battery Report and Supplements Case humber 34-2311-
227437): Copy of the sworn Offense Incident Report and Supplements.

Sworn Offense Incident Burglary Report Case Number 34-2311-227215): Copy of sworn Offense
Incident Report

Broward Sheriff’s Office Master Unit Activity Report November 23, 2023: Copy of Master Unit
Activity Report.

Broward Sheriff’s Office Incident Details Report November 23, 2023: CAD notes outlining the
incident information, location information, incident times, assigned personnel.

Broward Sheriff’s Office Communication Incident Summary (FLPD Case number 34-2311-
227473): CAD notes outlining the incident information, location information, incident times, assigned
personnel.

Broward Sheriff’'s Office Audio Tape Request for November 24, 2023 (FLPD Case number 34-
2311-227437): Copy of Audio Tape Request form authored by Detective Leann Swisher requesting all
recordings related to this case.

Broward Sheriff’s Office Audio Tape Request for November 23, 2023: Copy of Audio Tape Request
form authored by Sgt. Finnerty requesting the District 1 dispatch tape for 11/23/23 1300-2300 hours.

Activity Report PD-11536 for November 23-24, 2023: Copy of activity report for vehicle 11536.

Trip History Report PD-11536 for November 23-24, 2023: Copy of trip history for vehicle 11536.
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Trip History Report PD-11536 for November 23, 2023: Copy of trip history with map for vehicle
11536.

Idling Events Report PD-11536 for November 22-24, 2023: Copy of idling report for vehicle 11536.

Telestaff Roster for November 23, 2023: Copy of FLPD roster for November 23, 2023.

Criminal History of Antonio Harvard: Copy of Antonio Harvard’s Criminal History.

Criminal History of Jarvis Merritt: Copy of Jarvis Merrit’s Criminal History.

Text Messages: Copy of text messages between Officer Giga and Melina Rozema

First Report of Injury or lliness Form: Copy of First Report of Injury or lliness Form for Officer Giga.

Vector Fleet Services Unit Repair Sheets for PD-11536: Copies of the Vector Fleet Services Unit
Repair Sheets for vehicle 11536.

Garrity Warning Form: Garrity Warning form signed by Officer Giga

Florida State Statute 112:532: Copy of Florida State Statute 112:532

General Order Number 2010-17: Copy of General Order 2010-17 Police Department Fuel
Consumption

Notification of Administrative Investigation Form: Notification of Administrative Investigation Form
signed by Officer Giga.

Email from FOP Chief Steward FOP 31: Email of objection to Sgt Pekrol being called into Internal
Affairs as a potential witness.

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION

» On 11/24/23 While on scene at 310 SW 2nd St (Capone’s Nightclub) investigating the criminal
component of an aggravated battery, where Officer John Giga is the victim of an aggravated
battery, the Criminal Investigation Division (CID) discovered an independent witness who gave a
statement advising that Officer Giga used racial disparaging remarks towards the individuals prior
to the physical altercation between himself and the group. The independent witness also pointed
to Officer Giga as being the aggressor, who initiated the altercation. During the CID investigation
several other possible policy violations were uncovered that preceded the incident in the Capone’s
parking lot. The Office of Internal Affairs (IA) was tasked with conducting an investigation into this
matter to determine whether the actions of Officer Giga rose to the level of any violations as
defined in FLPD policy. On December 13, 2023, this case was assigned to Sergeant A. Wright as
a possible policy violation with regards to Officer Giga’s action on the night in question.

» On November 23, 2023, Officer Giga was approximately 5 minutes away from a delayed burglary
call that both he and Officer Alves were dispatched to. Officer Giga response to the call for service
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approximately thirty minutes after being dispatched. When Officer Giga was questioned about his
response time, he shared that the officer must have called or texted him that he did not need to
respond. Officer Giga’s response was inconsistent with the statement given by Officer Giga.
Officer Alves advised during his sworn statement that he never asked Officer Giga why he was
late to the call.

The Idling Events Report for vehicle11536 obtained by the Office of Internal Affairs revealed on
11/23/2023, Officer Giga left his assigned PAVe 11536, idling while unattended for more than 7
hours from 1920 — 0242 hours. During Officer Giga’s sworn statement to the Office of Internal
Affairs, Officer Giga stated that he had issues with the push to start ignition system in his assigned
PAVe for which he had previously turned his vehicle into the garage for on several occasions.

Documentation obtained from Vector Fleet Management services revealed Officer Giga’s
statement to be inconsistent with maintenance records. Vector Fleet Management records log
revealed no complaints about the ignition system from Officer Giga and no records of the ignition
push to start system ever being serviced.

CCTV footage from Hunters Beach Bar captured that Officer Giga appeared to drink multiple
alcoholic beverages on November 23, 2023, and continued to do so until the early morning hours
of November 24, 2023.0fficer Giga then drove his designated PAVe to his house and then to
Capone's Nightclub on November 24, 2023.

The Idling Events Report for vehicle11536 obtained by the Office of Internal Affairs revealed on
11/24/2023, Officer Giga left his vehicle idling when he arrived at Capone’s Nightclub. It was also
determined that Officer Giga did not secure his department issued firearm when he exited his
assigned PAVe and went into Capone’s Nightclub. During his sworn statement to the Office of
Internal Affairs Officer Giga did admit to leaving his vehicle running when he arrived at Capone’s
Nightclub.

Officer Giga was captured on video in the back parking lot of Capone’s Nightclub, walking
alongside Jarvis Merritt’s vehicle as it was slowly driving away. Officer Giga is observed striking
the car with his fist. Once the car stops and Jarvis Merritt exited the vehicle, it is Officer Giga
advanced forward towards Jarvis Merritt in a fighting stance. Jarvis Merritt initially pushed
Officer Giga back to create distance, prior to Jarvis Merritt actually becoming the aggressor, by
then striking Officer Giga in the face as Officer Giga turned to focus on the two other individuals
who were approaching him.

According to several sworn witness statements taken by the Office of Internal Affairs, witnesses
Kara Stimpson, David Sutton, Michael Rucker, and Jarvis Merritt, all advised they heard Officer
Giga calling black males “Nigger(s)” in the parking lot of Capone’s Nightclub on the night in
question. During the sworn statement given by Officer Giga to the Office of Internal Affairs he
advised due to the head injuries he suffered from the physical altercation he was involved in, he
doesn’t remember what happened after he arrived at Capone’s Nightclub but knows that he never
referred to anyone as being a “Nigger”.

During the investigation conducted by the Office of Internal Affairs it was revealed that Officer

Giga did not call a disturbance into the Broward County 911 system, nor did he notify any FLPD
personnel or dispatch of a disturbance by way of telephone or police radio. Officer Giga also failed
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to report police action taken off duty to his supervisor or the Duty Lieutenant prior to becoming
involved into the physical altercation.

» During the investigation conducted by the Office of internal Affairs it was revealed Officer Giga
told Officer Oberstein and Officer Dejo that he was trying to break up a fight in the Capone’s
Nightclub parking lot when he was attacked. Officer Giga then provided the same details to
Detectives Swisher and Goldsworthy while he was BHMC, saying that he was attacked while
trying to break up a fight. This account was document in reports submitted by Officers Oberstein
and Dejo, as well as Detective Swisher and Goldsworthy.

> Lieutenant Guerra completed a First Report of Injury Form for Officer Giga at the direction of then
Acting Major Steven Scelfo, who told him that Officer Giga was taking police action to break up a
fight. It was revealed during this investigation that Officer Giga was not on duty and was not
breaking up a fight in the parking lot as initially reported.

» Officer Giga did not identify himself as a Fort Lauderdale Police Department officer when
responding officers arrived on scene. Officers Oberstein and Dejo had been on scene for
approximately then minutes speaking with Officer Giga who was severely injured before they
realized that he was a police officer.

» During the Office of Internal Affairs investigation, it was discovered that Officer Giga frequently
drove a non-family member as a passenger in his assigned PAVe outside of the city, not for the
purpose of advancing city business. Melina Rozema disclosed in a sworn statement to the Office
of Internal Affairs that she was picked up by Officer Giga in his PAVe car from Capone’s Nightclub
and driven to her home in the City of Coral Springs. Melina Rozema added that Officer Giga had
also driven her to his home in the City of Fort Lauderdale using his PAVe car after picking her up
from Capone’s Nightclub. Officer Giga admitted to using his PAVe vehicle to go to Melina’s
residence in the City of Coral Springs during his sworn statement to Internal Affairs.

Under the penalties of perjury, | declare that | have read the foregoing document and that the information
contained within it is accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Furthermore |, the undersigned, do hereby swear, under penalty of perjury, that to the best of my personal
knowledge, information and belief, | have not knowingly or willfully deprived, or allowed another to deprive
the subject of the investigation of any of the rights contained in SS. 112.632 and 112.533 Florida Statutes.

INVESTIGATOR’S SIGNATURE: Aaron Wright CCN:1718

Se7- /Fw;!/p—;;(z:—
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER MARK ALVES
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/2:10 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER MARK ALVES
Q =SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
Q1 = SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
A = OFFICER MARK ALVES

Q Today's date is January the 4th, 2024. The time is approximately 1410
hours. I'm Sergeant Aaron Wright of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department. Present currently
with me is Sergeant Aidan Finnerty. This statement is being taken at the Fort Lauderdale Police
Department, Office of Internal Affairs, located at 255 Northeast 3rd Avenue. With us today as a
witness in this matter is Officer Mark Alves.

As a sergeant with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department, I can
administer an oath. Will you raise your right hand for me? Do you swear to tell the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth in this statement?

A [ swear.

Q You can put your hand down. This will be a compelled statement
under the authority of the Chief of Police. I order you to answer the following questions. Before
we get started with the questions, you'll see that there are cameras in the room. None of these
cameras are on and operable at this time. The only thing that's being recorded here is the -- the
audio statements that are -- are being taking place. As I said, this will be a compelled statement
under the authority of the Chief of Police. Can you state your full name and spell your last name

for me?

A Sure. My name is Mark Alves, last name A-L-V-E-S.
17



INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER MARK ALVES
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/2:10 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437
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Q

What is your current rank and assignment with the department?
Patrol Officer, assigned to the beach.

How long have you been employed by the agency?

A little over 2 years.

Okay. And you currently work afternoon shift, correct?

Yes.

I'm going to hand you a report, and if you can verify it for me if you

authored this police report?

A Sure. Yes, I -- I authored it. I remember it.

Q Do you remember that call?

A I do remember the call.

Q So --

A Not fully -- fully, but I -- I remember going there and speaking with

the individual.

Q -- so it's safe to say that you were working on that day and you handled
that call?

A Yes, I handled it.

Q Okay. Who was your backup on that call?

A Well, if I'm not mistaken, I handled the whole call on my own. My 94

came late. I believe it was Officer John Giga who arrived late to the scene. At that point, I

already had taken fingerprints, and I was done. I just had to write it up.
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER MARK ALVES
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/2:10 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Q How long would you say that you were on the call before the call was
complete?

A From the moment I arrived on scene?

Q Yeah, just approximately. From the time that you arrived until the

time that you wrapped things up?
A Between talking, getting IDs, and everything, perhaps a little over half
hour, 30 minutes.
Q You said you handled the call along with Officer John Giga, correct?
A Well, he was the secondary officer, but by the time he arrived, I had

already gotten everything I needed. I just needed to write it.

Q Okay. So, did you physically see Officer Giga arrive to your call?
A Yes, he arrived in his Tahoe, but later on, yeah.
Q So you -- you wrapped up everything, but he arrived late, and you did

see him on-call at the 21?

A Idid. If I remember clearly, he even asked, "Hey, is there anything I
can help you with?" And -- and I answered, "No," because I already had finished.

Q Is there any other call that you guys went to on that day?

A Oh, well, I -- I go to quite a few calls every day, so, and it's usually
only a few of us on the beach. So yeah, most likely, yeah, he -- he was my 94 somewhere else

after.
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER MARK ALVES
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/2:10 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Q Would it help you if I handed you a activity sheet of your calls that
day to --

A Sure.

Q -- refresh your memory on what --

A Sure.

Q -- calls you may have gone through?

A Sure. I go through a lot.

Q Yeah, I can see. The -- just to highlight any areas.

A Okay, so there's the 21 vehicle. Looks like, I did a 20 after then and

then a 38 verbal. Okay.

Q Did Officer Giga go to any of those calls with you?

A After that, I -- I -- I don't recall. I would have to read whatever the 20
was or the -- the 38, and --

Q When you handled the -- the 21 call, did you and Officer Giga ever

discuss what took him so long to -- to get to the call?

A No, I didn't ask.

Q Do you normally work with (Indiscernible/inaudible 05:51) here?

A On Thursday's and Friday's, because the other days, we're off -- days
off.

Q Any other questions?
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the -- the -- mentally --

A

Ql

INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER MARK ALVES
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/2:10 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

On the -- can I see the report for a second. On the -- the second call,

Mm-hm, (Indiscernible/inaudible 06:10).

-- mentally (Indiscernible/inaudible 06:11) in call. These were your --

this is the -- the call notes from the CAD.

A

Ql

Oh, okay.

If you can just have a quick look at it, and did you enter the notes in

the CAD? I believe it's the bottom section.

A

Ql

A

Ql

Ah, okay. Yes, I -- I remember this call as well, and it was after.
So -- so on that particular call, the person requested a -- a phone report.
Yes.

According to the dispatch audio tape, you were -- you were both en

route, and then at a certain point on the tape, --

A
Ql
A

Ql

A

Ql

Mm-hm.

-- you advised Dispatch that you were both 977
Yes.

Do you know if Officer Giga was with you?
He was.

Side by side with you at that time or do you know if it was on scene or

it seems it was a phone report, was it at another location, if you remember?
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER MARK ALVES
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/2:10 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

A Well, I arrived to the address, but since it was a apartment complex, I
tried landline because to know the unit. He -- John Giga was with me. He was -- we were car to

car and the woman wouldn't tell me her address or her unit number and well, stated what I put in

the notes.
Q1 Okay.
A She -- I couldn't help her. She didn't allow me to help her.
Q1 Okay.
A Assuming it was a she. I -- I never met her in person, so. Sounded

like female.

Ql And -- and -- but you physically went to that location -- to the -- to the
location where it was and then you -- and -- and then called her?

A Well, I remember I went to the -- the complex. I don't recall ifit's this
exact numbers. Ifit's what it was in the CAD, I arrived there --

Q1 Okay.

A -- and there was a yellow building. It's that one section in 13 zone that
we don't really get too many calls out of.

Ql And -- and on that call, the only call that your body camera was
activated for that day, I believe, was the initial 20 -- 21. When you were on scene, you had it on
for the initial -- for the initial call. The -- you did not have any other body camera activity, I
believe, for the rest of the day. Do you know, have all your body cameras been uploaded since

that dates are already?
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER MARK ALVES
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/2:10 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

120 A So the -- yes, to the best of my knowledge, --

121 Q1 Okay.

122 A -- I uploaded all of them.

123 Q1 Okay.

124 A Typically, do it at the end of shift.

125 Q Is there any other information you'd like to add?

126 A No, sir.

127 Q Are there any other witness that may have not been mentioned on the

128  case that we questioned you about?

129 A No, for those two calls, it was only me and John Giga.

130 Q Are there any other issues relative to this matter that you think you'd
131  like to add?

132 A No.

133 Q Okay. This will conclude the statement of Mark Alves. The time is
134 1419 hours.

135 (End).

136 Reviewed By

137  Transcribed January 5, 2024
138 V_DVSAN I/'B 03 EMT

717



10

11

12

13

14

INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOSE LEONARDO DEJO
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/3:54 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOSE LEONARDO DEJO
Q =SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
Q1 = SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY
A = OFFICER JOSE LEONARDO DEJO
A1 =FOP PRESIDENT SCOTT MOSELEY
A2 =UNION REPRESENTATIVE JILL GAGLIARDI

Q Today's date is January 4th, 2024. The time is approximately 1554
hours. I'm Sergeant Aaron Wright with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department. Presently with
me is Sergeant Aiden Finnerty. This statement is being taken at the Fort Lauderdale Police
Office of Internal Affairs, located at 255 Northeast 3rd Avenue. With us today as a witness in
this matter is Officer Jose Dejo.

As a sergeant with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department, I can
administer oaths. Will you raise your right hand for me? Do you swear to tell the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but the truth in this statement?

A I do.

Q You can put your hand down. Presently in the room, you've decided to

bring FOP President, Scott Moseley?

A Yes.
Q And Union Rep, Jill Gagliardi?
A Yes.
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOSE LEONARDO DEJO
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/3:54 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

Okay. Let the record show that they're both present in the room. This

is a compelled statement under the authority of the Chief of Police. I want you to answer the

following questions. Will you state your full name and spell your last name for me?

A

Q

A

Q
midnights?

A

Q

A

Q

Jose Leonardo Dejo. Last name D-E-J-O.
What's your current rank and assignment?
Police Officer, Patrol.

Okay. On the night of 11/24/2023, were you working District 3

Yes, I was.
Let me show you a supplement report. Did you author that report?
Yes, I did.

Okay. With regards to this incident and your supplemental report,

when you arrived on the scene, did you offer Officer Giga any medical assistance?

A

Q

A

I did.
What did you offer him?

I offered him -- I think I offered him water, and then, I told him if he

wanted to get rescued. He said, "Yes."

Q

Did you have to use any of your tactical, your medical equipment that

you had on you to assist him?

A

No.
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOSE LEONARDO DEJO
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/3:54 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437
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Q

information like that?

Did you get any witness names from people on scene or any -- any

A No.

Q Were there any suspects still on the scene upon your arrival?

A No.

Q At some point in time, while on the scene, you talked to Officer

Augustine, who were also on scene and you guys turned off your BWCs for case discussion. Is

that correct?

A Yes.

Q Do you remember what you guys discussed?

A The identity of the sus-- of the victim.

Q Anything else?

A And then that I had to call supervisor.

Q Did Officer Giga provide you with any information with regards to

what had transpired while your body camera was off?

A Just briefly that he was attacked in that parking lot by males, possibly
with a bottle.
Q Okay. As per your report, you stated you had -- that Officer Giga

advised that the incident happened in the parking lot. Is that an accurate statement?

A

That's what he told me, yes.
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOSE LEONARDO DEJO
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/3:54 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

Q Okay. Also, as per your report, you stated that Giga stated that he was

possibly attacked by a man with a bottle. That is correct statement?
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A

Q

Yes.

And Officer Giga made these statements directly to you or to other

officers on scene that you overheard?

A To me.

Q Did Officer Giga say that he was working at the time of the attack?
A I did not ask him.

Q Did he share with you how or why this happened?

A No.

Q Did you ask him at any point?

A No.

Q Did any officers ride to BGH with Officer Giga seeing how he was a

police officer?

A Did what?

Q Did anybody ride with him?

A No.

Q Did you offer to ride with him?

A Yes.

Q And what happened? Why -- why wasn't that done?
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOSE LEONARDO DEJO
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/3:54 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

I don't know. I guess we didn't have enough officers that one night.

Because Officer Augustine was working overtime with us, so we're always short, and I just

happened to follow him all the way to BGH.

Q

rescue?

> o P

Q

What was he wearing?

A

Q

insignias on it at all?

A

Q

arrived on the scene?

A

Q
A
Q

Did anybody ask Officer Giga if he wanted an officer with him to ride

I asked him.
And what was his response?
I don't remember.

What was Officer Giga wearing that night when you arrived on scene?

A black shirt, a blue pants and sneakers.

So he was not in a police issued uniform with anything that police

No.

Did you see any of his FLPD issued equipment on him when you

No.
Did you see his police issued vehicle on scene?
Yes.

How did you come to find his vehicle and where was it located?
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOSE LEONARDO DEJO
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/3:54 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

95 A He -- I asked him for his phone and a wallet because I did not know at
96  that point if it was a robbery. So he said, "I have it in the car." So the car was parked on 3rd

97  Avenue and 2 Street.

98 Q How did you gain access to his car?

99 A He gave me the keys.
100 Q When you entered the car, what did you observe inside the car?
101 A Just the regular car. I mean, nothing seemed out of place.
102 Q Was his gun belt, his vest, his uniform shirt, was there any of that

103  inside the car?

104 A Yes.

105 Q Where was it located with inside the vehicle?

106 A On the floorboard of the passenger seat.

107 Q When you located the car, was the car off or on? Meaning, was it --

108  was it running or was it not?

109 A I don't remember.

110 Q Were there any other calls for service in that area that night which
111 Officer Giga would have been responding to that you know of?

112 A I don't believe so.

113 Q Did you check with dispatch at any time while you were on scene to
114 see if Officer Giga was responding to or investigating a disturbance in that area?

115 A No.
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOSE LEONARDO DEJO
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/3:54 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

What did you do with the -- the gun belt and the vest that you

recovered from Giga's car?

A

I kept it, and then, in my possession and -- and I gave it to Officer

Schemtob once she relieved me.

Q

At any time, while on scene, after you had the case discussion, did you

turn back on your body camera?

A

Q
A
Q
Ql

I don't believe so.

Why not?

Because I was making calls and getting calls left and right.
Okay. Aiden anything?

Just a couple of questions. Do you know roughly how long you were

on scene with Officer Giga before you left with Fire Rescue?

A

Ql

Probably under five minutes.

Okay. At any time during this time that you were with Officer Giga,

did he identify himself as Officer Giga apart from you knowing when Officer Oberstein showed

you the name of John Giga?

A

Ql

A

Ql

No.

Did he identify himself as a --

No.

-- Fort Lauderdale Police Officer or as Officer Giga?

No.
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floor area in the vehicle?
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Ql

INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOSE LEONARDO DEJO
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/3:54 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

Okay. Was his gun in the holster when you saw it in the passenger

Yes.

Okay. The -- you said he was wearing a black shirt. Was that a t-shirt

or was it a long-sleeved shirt like a collared shirt. Do you remember?

A
Ql
A
Ql

A

Ql

e

today?

> o >

Q

A t-shirt.

And was there any writing on the t-shirt?

Yes.

Do you know or do you remember what it said?

Sway.

Sway. Okay. (Indiscernible/inaudible 10:17).

Okay. Is there any other information you'd like to add?
No.

Are there any other witnesses that may not have been mentioned here

No.
Are there any other issues relative to this matter that you'd like to add?
No.

All right. This will conclude the statement of Officer Dejo at 1604

hours. Thank you, Officer Dejo.

A

Thank you.
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(End).

Reviewed By

INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOSE LEONARDO DEJO
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT

SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/3:54 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

Transcribed January 5, 2024
V_DVSAN I/B 03 SSG
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOHN GIGA
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: March 8, 2024/3:28 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOHN GIGA
Q =SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
Q1 = SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY
A = OFFICER JOHN GIGA
Al = UNION REPRESENTATION GENE GIBBONS
Q Today's date is March 8th, 2024. The approximate time is 1528 hours.
I'm Sergeant Aaron Wright of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department; along with me is Sergeant
Aiden Finnerty. I'm the lead investigator assigned to inquire into allegations made against you,
John Giga, who is also present in the room. This statement is being taken at 255 Northeast 3rd
Avenue.
As a Sergeant of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department, I can
administer an oath. Do you -- can I get you to raise your right hand?
A Absolutely.
Q Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, nothing but the truth in
this statement?
A Yes, I do.
Q You can put your hand down. I'll be asking you about allegations
made against you, concerning your conduct during an incident that happened on November 23rd
and 24th with the primary location of 320 Southwest 2nd Street under Case Number 34-2311-

227437, should the allegations be proven, they may constitute a violation of the Fort Lauderdale

Police Department policy and procedures. The complainant in this investigation is the Chief of
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOHN GIGA
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: March 8, 2024/3:28 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Police in accordance with the Police Bill of Rights. You have -- you have the right to be

represented by counsel or any other representative of your choosing. Who you have today

representing you is--

A

C Y Ol )

Q

Gene Gibbons.

Officer Giga, is that your choice of representation?
Yes.

Union representation, correct?

Yes.

Have you had an opportunity to review the statements taken and

evidence collected here today with regards to this investigation?

A

Q

A

Q

Yes.
Have you had the chance to review Garrity and sign a copy of it?
Yes.

Prior to taking your statement, there was an issue that was brought up

with regards to witness statements that were not taken. Gene, you want to go ahead and explain?

Al

Yes. We noticed during the review of this case file that there may be

up to four or five witnesses who are identifiable, that we don't see statements in the -- in the case

file for, specifically Jarvis Merritt and his statement. He refers to individuals who he knows and

has contact information for who were also captured on video of the parking lot where the

incident occurred and who were in the cars or by the cars as well as a bartender and a person who

2129



37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOHN GIGA
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY
Date/Time of Interview: March 8, 2024/3:28 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437
works at Hunters and we don't see their statement here. So clearly they were identifiable
witnesses and we're wondering why not.

Q Okay, your concerns are on the record. Let me be firm and say that all
identifiable witnesses were interviewed prior to the beginning of this administrative statement.
There were three witnesses, one that has a street name of Jeff. There's another, Antonio Harvard,
and another by the name of Kaitlyn Wimpy. All who were not interviewed for different reasons,

Jeff wasn't because we couldn't identify Jeff, Antonio Harvard has a warrant, could not find him,

and Kaitlin Wimpy refused to give a statement after first agreeing to do so.

Al Who is Kaitlyn Wimpy?

Q Kaitlyn Wimpy is the girl in the bar that you're referring to.

Al In Hunters?

Q In hunters. Okay. So, at this time, John, are you aware of the rights

and the allegations that have been made against you?

A Yes.

Q Okay. So this will be a compel statement under the authority of the
chief of police. I now order you to answer the following questions for the record. If you could,

please state your full name and spell your last name for me, please.

A Officer John Giga, G-I-G-A.

Q How long have you been employed by the police department?
A I've been coming up in 16 years.

Q What is your current rank and assignment?
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A Patrol.

Q Okay. And what was your rank and assignment at the time of the
incident?

A Patrol.

Q I'd like to be able to start this off with if you could have given me a an

account of your remembrance when we get into this, I kind of want to be able to let you, you
know, hopefully tell what your side of the story is and I won't interrupt for two reasons. One
being, it misses the transcript, when both of us are talking. The other is I want to give you the
full ability to explain how things went as you saw it.

A Okay, well, I'd like to say for the record that the night in question, I
suffered pretty severe head injuries, and I don't have 100 percent of recollection, and watching
these videos, it was like looking at a picture when you're like 7 years old, like Christmas time.
You don't really remember it, but you can identify yourself, you know, in that instance and that's
basically the majority of the videos that I've seen. So, whatever questions you have, I'll answer
to the best that I possibly can.

Q Okay, that's all -- that's all we can ask of you. That's all we can ask of
you. So were you working on (Indiscernible/inaudible 07:52) and if so, what was the district and
the zone?

A I was working district one, afternoon shift, like the central beach zone.
It's generally where I work. I know most of the -- most of the people out there and I stop by, I

just do routine beat walks around there.
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Q Do you remember the vehicle that you were operating that night? The
patrol vehicle? The vehicle number?
A Maybe 11537? I'm guessing.
Q If you can, with regards to your shift on that day, on the 23rd, walk
me through your shift and what calls you remember going through?
A There was a couple of calls I responded to with Alves, a couple I was
sent to and then canceled. I don't remember much more than that.
Q Okay, do you -- do you remember at all being dispatched to a burglary
call with Alves at an address of 2561, Mercedes Drive.?
A About burglary, like no.
Q I'm going to help you, if I showed you; I'll just this report, the burglary

report. This report. This is the report that I am mentioning.

A Okay.

Q Okay. This was I showed, this is the incident summary, dispatch
sheet.

A I don't -- I don't remember this, but I've been gone a few months, but

there's a lot of calls that I'm not going to remember, I didn't write a report on it, so it's going to be
hard to go off somebody else's report.

Q Understood. You're -- the dispatch logs show that you announced
were sent to that call, your AVL shows that you were probably about five minutes away from the

call. But yet, it took you about 30 plus minutes to get there. Do you remember why?

5129



INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOHN GIGA
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY
Date/Time of Interview: March 8, 2024/3:28 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437
100 A I don't. I know that a lot of times, on the beach, we're short snapped
101  people and a lot of times we call each other and say, hey, no rush, or whatever. We'll take care
102 ofit. We'll cancel each other. Like, it's common practice.
103 Q Also, I was gave a -- a statement saying that I believe he was on the
104 call for about 30-35 minutes.
105 A I don't see me -- me taking that long unless I was called by him to --
106  to, you know, not be in a rush.
107 Q Do you know that to be the case, or?
108 A I would assume that's the case because that's what, we all do the same
109  thing, rather the people that work for me, Perez, Skaggs.
110 Q Mr. Al's statement is that he was -- he was on the call for about 30
111  minutes or so. He does say that you showed up, he was done with the call, and he kind of told
112 you, you know, he has it.
113 A I -- I don't know.
114 Q Do you have any -- do you have any reason to believe that his -- his
115  statement there is inaccurate?
116 A It's a possibility that maybe he's not getting it accurate for that -- that
117  specific call. I don't know that to be the case, unless we call each other and tell each other, I
118  know, you know, don't worry about it. I got it, or somebody's GOA and we just handle it.

119 Q Okay. Basically in AVL, on that day, it seems like you spent, most of

120 your time around or near 233 Almond Avenue. Is that correct?
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A I -- I would assume so. Mr. Avio reflects that.
Q Is that just a normal place because I know cops always have a -- a area

that they prefer to hang out in. Is there a reason why most of the day is spent there?

A Yes.
Q Can you -- can you tell me why?
A So that's the Central Beach location. You have a tattoo shop, you have

Spazios, you have Elbo Room, you have Rock Bar, you have Blondies, you have Hunters and
there's a -- I don't know if that other pizza shop's still there, but there was a pizza shop there too
that the owner had generated a lot of problems. And if there was something that was going to
happen, it would be in that area on that block. Also, there's plenty of homeless people in the
park across the street. I periodically check in on them as well and I -- I treat that like a beat and 1

walk the streets, so.

Q So, is it a testimony that you were doing maybe foot patrols in here?

A Correct.

Q Because your vehicle shows you there from -- from 1920 hours to
2300 hours?

A Okay, yeah, I mean it's generally; there's a lot of people to talk to. I

know a lot of the people that work down there. You know, try to, I stop in, make an appearance.
Q So it's not uncommon for you to be in that area for a couple hours at a
time?

A Not at all, not unless a call comes up.
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Q Okay. Do you remember at all who you made contact with on those
days?

A A lot of people. People that worked security at Rock Bar, people that
worked security and bar backing at both, Blondies and Elbo Room, the security and the bartender
at Hunters, the pizza shop guy. I'm not sure of the actual address, but it's close to EIbo Room.

Q Mm-hm.

A And there's another pizza shop guy, I think that guy's name is Mike.
He opened up one next to Hunters and, the guys that work in the tattoo shop too.

Q Towards -- bring me towards the end of the shift. Now you're at the
end of the shift at 2300, what did you do immediately after work on 1123?

A We were actually 19 to 2150, you heard it on the audio recalling. So,

around that time, I had a couple of hours to kill. It was Thanksgiving, I didn't have anybody

staying here, so, I talked to the people that were working at Hunters, I know them both.

Q Are you saying that the supervisor 1019, you guys at 2150, you
remember?

A According to the audio thing they just played, yeah.

Q Okay. Let's go back for a second. So you -- you, between 1920 and

till 0242 AM, your car was there the entire time throughout that timeframe, just idling, as per
your AVL, if you were off duty and now kind of socializing, why didn't you just shut the unit

down?
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A So, I actually probably, I think I did, and if I didn't, that's just an error,
but it's just a push button. Sometimes it goes off, sometimes it doesn't, sometimes you have to

hold it down for a minute. I thought that it was shut down. I didn't see the lights on, on the unit,

I was -- I assumed it was off.

Q Have you had problems with the -- with the unit doing something like
that before--

A Yes.

Q (Indiscernible/inaudible 18:40)?

A Yes.

Q Did you ever report it to the garage or anything like that?

A Yes, and they said there was no, they couldn't replicate the issue. I

saw a problem with the vehicle just stopping, like while I was driving on the road. I've also had
other issues with the vehicle. You -- you can't actually hit the button for the vehicle to lock and
they couldn't figure out why. Also, if you take ten steps away from the vehicle in the middle of
the night, when you're on an alarm or a call for something, it just beep, beep, beeps. So it kind of

gives away your position.

Q So you -- you -- you reported these?
A All these were reported to the garage.
Q Okay. After leaving Hunters at 0242 hours, where did -- where did

you go then?
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A I believe I went home, took a shower, and then I went downtown to
give somebody a go -- that I see a door card to come over afterward and.
Q Okay, you said you went home, and then you went -- where -- where
did you go to, you said you went to--
A Capone's.
Q So you -- you went from home, got showered up, and then you went
over to Capone's.

A I don't know if I showered up or just brushed my teeth or whatever the

case was, but, I mean, I, yeah, I believe that that's.

Q Okay. Did you work any details that night after work?
A No.
Q While you were at -- while you were at Hunters, did you consume any

alcoholic beverages before the end of your shift or after your shift? Did you have any alcoholic
beverages?
A I don't recall doing so. That's a little bit of a, you know, that I don't

remember the night that well.

Q If I showed you videos, would that help to recall?
A I suppose. (Indiscernible/inaudible 25:00).

Q Does any of this help you out at all, recalling?

A Not really, but it looks like me.
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Q So from the videos, it appears that you had at least, from what we can
see from that, what you call at least five drinks.

A Okay. I -- what was the time -- the timestamp?

Q There on the video from timestamps is, the first one would be 2330,
which is after, well after your shift, 2344. There's another one at 1:25, there's another one at
1:30.

A And we're sure that's alcohol in there, because I see me grabbing a
bottle of water there, and I always get Red Bulls every time I drink something.

Q You -- you -- you did have -- you did have a bottle of water up until

even when you walked out, but you can clearly see that she's serving up drinks. I'm just wanting

to know, does -- does -- even after seeing the video, does it make a call?

A Again, I see the video, I just -- I don't remember that.

Q Okay. Your cell phone number is still_?

A Yes.

Q Was that the same phone number on the day of the 23rd and the 24th?

A Yes.

Q How long have you had that phone number John?

A Probably like 20 years.

Q Was there anybody else in possession of your -- your phone on those
days, 23rd and 24th?

A Yeah.
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There was?
Yes, there was.

Who -- who was in?

C Y Ol Y )

There was a whole debacle about it in the statements, I guess,
Detective Swishen, Goldsworthy, bunch of people, the FOP got involved. They didn't
understand why people had my phone.

Q With regards to earlier in the night prior to your the point where
youbecome attacked, there was a few messages that were sent to a young lady by the name
Melina. Do you know her?

A Yes. We have a sexual relationship.

Q Okay. The messages that I'm referring to were the ones that were
provided to you. I think it's page 1 through 13. Do you remember having these conversations
with Ms. -- Ms. Melina?

A Yeabh, this is the night -- I think this is the night before.

Q Right, so that would be the night of the 23rd into -- into on that -- that -

- that Friday, Saturday, I mean?

A Yeah.

Q So that was communication between you and Ms. Melina?

A Yeah, and then we also had like a two-hour conversation on the phone.
Q Okay. You said that when you left the house, you went up there to

give her your door card. Have you ever picked her up from work?
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A Yes.

Q Have you ever picked her up using your -- your -- your police vehicle?
A Yes.

Q Have you ever been to her residence in Coral Springs?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Did you work any details either at Blondie's or -- or Capone's in

that morning -- that early morning hours?

A No.

Q Okay. So now take me to what happens, you said you -- you -- you --
you got cleaned up at your home, you went over to Capone's to give the young lady a --a -- a --
the door card. Can you walk me through what happened when you first got to Capone's? Now,
it's of course after midnight, so it would be the day of the 24th.

A Any -- Anything I tell you is just going to be, this is, everything at that
point is, there's like trauma, like memory loss from that incident and anything I tell you I'd just
be guessing.

Q Okay, so I -- I don't want you to guess, whatever -- whatever -- if -- if
you remember it, you remember it. If you don't, you don't. I don't -- [ don't want you to guess.

So I -- what I'm asking you is, this is before the altercation when you first get to Capone's.

A Right.
Q Do you remember what happened?
A No.
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Q When you first get there?
A No.
Q We're showing you what happened -- does -- does showing you the

video help you at all? Because I know at one point in time you said, I think you referenced it
like a -- like a kid looking at it.

A That's exactly what it's like. It's like looking at, no, it's like somebody
already is looking at a picture of yourself as a kid in a situation that you don't -- you can tell it's
you, you can recognize yourself, but you can't -- you don't remember the incident and that's --
that's basically what I'm -- I've been trying to remember this for a very long time.

Q And I -- I -- I guess what I'm asking you is -- is do showing the videos
help you recall or is showing you the videos just bothersome as -- as -- as you watch them
because I -- I -- I want to be able to help you recall if you can, but if showing you the videos does
not help you at all?

A Sir, I'm going to be honest with you. When I was watching those
videos, it didn't even look like me. I was like, I would remember that. I don't -- it doesn't help.
No.

Q Okay. So you -- per your AVL and all that good stuff, did you show
up at Capone's around what is it, 0412 hours in -- in your -- in your vehicle. So you don't have
any recollection of -- of what happened when you arrived, correct?

A Correct.
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Q Do you have any recollection and if you do, can you walk me through
what led up to the -- the attack, the altercation, do you remember?

A Any -- Anything I tell you is going to be speculation. It looks like,
from the video, there's a -- there's a vehicle, and there's a dump truck trying to make that left
going up parking lot. Looks like I talked to people, they're very nice, I'm like, hey, they're trying
to get through. They back up no problem. Somebody else had a problem with me talking to
them, evidently, according to what I watched. I don't remember any of that, [ don't.

Q Okay, so you don't -- you don't, I mean, you remember the people you
talked to, you remember the dump truck--

A I don't remember that, I'm just telling you what I saw on the video.

Q Okay, okay. So, you don't necessarily remember, but when you saw it
on the video, you're just recalling what you--

A No, I'm saying what that displays, what I remember watching. because
I watched it, like, twice to try to figure it out.

Q Okay.

A For the last eight hours, I've been trying to jog my memory,
remembering this thing, and I really can't.

Q So, at some point in time, you and a group of black males, get into a --

a -- what seems to be a back and forth. Do you remember at all encountering them in the parking

lot and calling them niggers?
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305 A That's not even in my vocabulary. I don't -- I don't use that. My
306  girlfriend's black. The girl that I was seeing that night, she's light skinned black. My nephew --

307  my nephew -- my nephew are black. My brother's all black. That -- that's not a part of who I

308 am.

309 Q Okay.

310 A There's no reason that [ would ever use that kind of language.

311 Q When it comes to the report authored by Overstein, he says that during

312 his report, do you recall at all advising him that you were there at Capone's trying to break up a
313  fight when you were attacked?

314 A I don't recall anything I was said, but given the nature of my head
315  injuries that night, I could have said I was Jesus.

316 Q But do you have any -- is there any reason that you would

317  (Indiscernible/inaudible 38:11) his interaction between you two?

318 A No.

319 Q Okay. And the same thing goes for something similar with Officer
320  Dejo. Dejo was the second officer on the scene. He says during his report, supplemental report
321  that you advised him that you were attacked by a male who possibly was along with the bottle.
322 Do you remember telling him that at all?

323 A No. Ithink somebody said on the 911 tape, somebody had said

324  something that somebody had a bottle. Maybe that was in my head, I don't know. I --1 can't
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remember. Somebody had said something like that and I think that's probably what, if I said
that, that's probably what that was.

Q Okay, and again, you don't have any reason to discount what -- what
Dejo said. He's -- he's -- he's arriving there, you can see from his (Indiscernible/inaudible
39:10), he didn't really even know, because I'm assuming Overstein, he didn't know who you
were?

A Right.

Q And then at some point in time when Dejo realizes who you are, you
guys do talk so, but you don't have any reason to discount what he said?

A Not at all.

Q Okay. And do you have no recollection what -- what -- what led up to
the fight or what you believe even caused, I wouldn't even call it a fight, the attack?

A Well, the reason why I -- I mentioned the dump truck and everything is
that those guys that were parked in front of the, I guess that was a like a black BMW or C-Class
or something. I-- I asked them to move as the truck was trying to get through. I -- that's
obvious. They get in the car, they move, no problem and then the other guys had an issue, and I
was very dismissive to them because I wasn't even facing it. I was just on my phone texting
somebody.

Q One of the witnesses says that you told them, Nigger move your car.

Do you remember that at all?
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A If I would have said that to somebody, you think they would have just
gotten in their car and moved it? And not only that, but that's not in my vocabulary, so I
wouldn't have said that. There's absolutely no reason for me to say that.
Q Do you remember what you were wearing that night John?
A I was wearing a black t-shirt and uniform pants with black unclothed
sneakers, and probably black socks.
Q Did you -- or were you able at all to -- to advise dispatch of this
incident or what happened? I know things escalated kind of quickly.
A No, there was absolutely no -- no way I could have done that.
Q Since you had your -- your -- your vehicle, did you have your police
radio nearby or where -- where was your -- your equipment?
A Everything was in the car. I'm not going to walk inside of an
establishment that serves liquor carrying a firearm from not on duty, that doesn't make any sense.
Q Do you remember where your -- your -- your gun belt and -- and guns
was at in the car? Do you remember that at all?
A I don't, but it's usually always security, (Indiscernible/inaudible 41:27)
seat in the lockbox or just, you know, someone in the front.
Q Do you remember speaking to anybody from the department when you

were at the hospital?

A No.
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Q Do you recall advising Detective Swishen and Goldsworthy that you

was working in detail at Blondie's when this incident -- this attack happened?

A No.

Q Do you recall talking to either of them at all?

A No.

Q Think that Detective Goldsworthy wrote in his -- authored in his report

that you told them that you were attempting to break up a fight when you were attacked?

A I don't -- I don't know where that came from. I don't recall saying that.
I don't.

Q On the morning of 11/24, I'm assuming at this point in time, maybe
you're at the hospital or maybe you're not. You send Melina a text that says, you refer to page 6,
it says, I'm about to show up and fuck everyone up. What did -- what did you mean by that and
who were you referring to?

A I don't even remember saying that and -- but again, this is kind of like,
11, and they probably gave me morphine and whatever else they gave me, [ have no idea. I don't
remember sending that at all.

Q Okay. When you arrived at Capone's, there's a video where Melina
hears you coming in and she ducks underneath the bar, kind of hides, and she goes into the -- the
cooler. You said you were there to give her a door card, why do you think she did that?

A I don't know.

Q Were you guys arguing prior to that, or?
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386 A No, it's not even like that. We're not -- we're -- we're not like
387  exclusive or whatever, it's just we enjoy getting together every now and then, that's all.
388 Q Okay. So you have, there was -- in your opinion, there was no need
389  for her to hide from you because you guys hadn't had any disagreements--
390 A No.
391 Q --or anything like that? Do you -- I'm going to read off a few
392  witnesses, whose statement we -- we -- we have had and -- and two of them that I mentioned

393  earlier that we weren't able to get statements from. Can you just tell me if you know these

394  people or not? Have you had any contact with them? Do you know them? Michael Rucker?

395 A No.

396 Q Kendra Stimson?

397 A No.

398 Q David Sutton?

399 A No.

400 Q Timothy Sag -- Sagan?

401 A No.

402 Q Evans Popo?

403 A I think he actually works the door, the back door of -- of Capone's.
404 Q Yeah, Evans was the one who essentially called 911 and all that. Do

405  you remember him?

406 A He's the one that called 911?
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Q Yeah, he was on the phone with 911. He also met with the officers
when they arrived. Do you remember him at all?
A I didn't recognize him in the video, but now you're saying it, I guess,

yeah. Ididn't, no, I didn't. Well, it's not like we hang out or anything, I see him when --

whenever I'm down there.

Q So you know casual, you see him?
A Correct.
Q The young lady, that's shown in the Hunters video, Caitlin Wimpy, do

you know her? Are you guys friends?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Have you spoken to her at all about what happened to you with
regards to this incident at all?

A No.

Q Okay. And -- and tell me your Harvard, he was also involved in the
attack on you. Did you know him at any time prior to this?

A No.

Q So you didn't know him, there was never any reason for, you know,
him or you to get into it?

A Yeah, no.

Q And When officer -- when -- when Officer Overstein and Dejo arrived,

did you identify yourself as a police officer to them at all?
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A Well, their arrival, I don't remember?
Them being there?
A To be honest with you, I don't remember the incident. I think I pretty

much woke up in the hospital or in the back of the ambulance, and then I don't really remember.

Q And this might be the same issue back and forth. When you were at
Capone's, once you were located by the officers and all that good stuff, you're -- they -- they
located your vehicle, it was found running again, do you remember leaving the car running or --
or anything like that?

A So, in that instance, I was just going to go inside, drop off the door
card, and head home. So I don't -- I -- that's possible. That was my intention going there. I do
remember that, but I don't, like, I can't really remember.

Q So, I just wanted to be crystal clear because we had -- [ want to say,
we had two responding officers and the detectives. That narrative of you being in the parking lot
breaking up a fight, that never came from -- from John?

A I don't think so, and if I said I don't remember saying it, I don't -- I
don't know why I would say it. Ijust know that it's a significant, you know, brain trauma at the
time, and that was it. It could have been what somebody else said, and then I went with it. You
never know, like, how you're going to react.

Q With regards to, and -- and, I watched the video, it is not an easy video
to watch, and things escalated kind of quickly. At any point in time, did you let those guys

know, "Hey, I'm a cop?" Because there is some, the reason I'm asking, there is some dialogue
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back and forth, so, I don't know what that dialogue was, so that's why I'm asking, did you tell
them, "Hey, I'm a cop?" Maybe that's why I was telling you to move your car, or, so do you
remember any of that dialogue?

A So, I don't remember what was said, but that is something that I would
say | would automatically identify myself this way. Situations like that don't happen.

Q And you -- you said that -- and I don't want to misquote you, you said
that you remember either, or remember it or looking at the video, you would have been telling
them to move their car because the -- the -- the?

A Yeah, but that guy wasn't even the problem. That guy backed up. He
was like, "Okay, no problem."

Q Okay. On the video, it -- it -- it shows you punching the car, things
like that. Do you know what -- what led or escalated that you would like punch the car or -- or
the window or anything like that?

A No, according to the, what I saw in the video, it looks like I was very
dismissive after that. The other guy had a problem with me telling the other guy to back up so
the truck could get through. I'm very dismissive, not even paying attention to him, then he pulls
up next to me, and it kind of gets my attention. There's two cars there and I don't know what
they said. What was, I don't know, what was transpired. That's -- that's according to the video. I

don't -- I don't want to speculate anything that --

Q Mm-hm.

23129



469

470

471

472

473

474

475

476

477

478

479

480

481

482

483

484

485

486

487

488

INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOHN GIGA
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDEN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: March 8, 2024/3:28 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

A -- didn't happen or I -- I don't want to, you know, not -- not be truthful
here.

Q While you were in the back parking lot, most of you guys are like, you
know, arguing or back and forth, it seems like the car is -- is driving out and you're kind of
walking alongside of it. Do you -- do you remember that?

A I -- I remember watching a video. It looked like I was just walking to

the end there and it looked like maybe my elbow or my -- my foot got ran over. I don't -- I don't

know. That's what I saw in one video.

Q Did you -- did you have any injuries to your elbow or your foot?

A I had injuries, not to my foot, but to my knee and to my elbow.

Q Do you think that it came as a result of them striking you at the car or -
- or during the fight?

A There's -- there's no way of knowing.

Q Okay.

A I would need to see more angles.

Q Several of the witnesses, they gave statements saying that on that night

of this incident, you seemed to be under the influence of either drugs or -- or -- or alcohol. One
person describes you as -- as, you know, beating on your chest, looking like you were -- were in
rage, and I'm -- I'm asking because those are some serious statements made against you. So, my

question is, on that night that you -- you got injured, you went to the hospital, would you be
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willing to sign a medical release for IA to obtain your lab results when you -- when you
discharge paperwork from the Broward General?

A Well, I'm -- I'm going to interject. His hospital records are his own
private records. They're not subject to be ordered or turned over in this administrative process.
So, now, I'll answer for him.

Q You -- you're not able to answer for him. You would have to answer
for yourself, and it's not -- I'm just not ordering you to turn over anything.

A Okay.

Q It would be completely voluntarily. We can't make you turn it over.

I'm just asking you.

A I'm going to follow the voice of my attorney.

Q Okay. And your answer is yes or no?

A No.

Q No, okay? Do you remember what the driver of -- of the black

Mercedes did when he exited the vehicle? Do you remember that at all?

A No, I do not.

Q Okay. At some point in time, you and the driver are kind of
exchanging words back and forth. Do you -- you took a fighting stance. You kind of stepped
back, shifted your weight. Do you know what was said to you that would -- that -- that made you

do that?
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A If I did that, it's basically instinctive. It's just what I would do. If
people were coming at me, they're going to, you know. Do you see doors open? I didn't -- I

don't remember the actual incident, but based on what I saw, I -- I don't know anybody that's not

going to take a fighting stance for getting approached by three people.

Q Do you remember texting Melina while you were at BGH?
A I thought we covered that, no. I don't remember.
Q Okay. Because there's -- there's one message on page two where you

talk about wanting to come and pick her up.

A Yeah, at 2:25 in the morning?

Q That's true.

A Yeah, I don't know. I don't recall.

Q Mm-hm. I know that you -- you -- you -- you had a lot of injuries and

-- and you've already told me that some of it was trauma to the head. The day or two after, on
page 11, you remembered the incident because you texted me and you said, well, did you say
something to someone because for four dudes to literally attack someone about their own
business doesn't make a lot of sense.

A I don't -- I don't remember sending that.

Q Okay. You also asked Malina to identify who attacked you. Do you
remember that at all?

A Nope.
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Q And there was one other, I don't know where the name Cuba came
from. You texted her, asking about Cuba, do you know why you sent her that? Or even who
Cuba is?

A I don't know who Cuba is. I heard it was a street name and somebody

that might have had information about this.

Q So, you believe that Cuba was somebody who would've known who or
known the people?

A No. With actual, would've had information on it.

Q On -- on you being attacked?

A Yeah.

Q Okay.

A Because at first it kind of seemed like maybe she set me up, but I don't

think that was the case.

Q Sergeant, you got something over there? Let's go back to Hunters, real
quick. At some point in time, I think about 1:32 in the morning, you ended up paying your tab.
Do you recall at any time what that tab was for?

A I wouldn't know. Iknow that I bought a pack of cigarettes. I don't -- |
don't really remember anything else.

Q Do you -- do you, I mean your -- your memory is -- is kind of getting
out it seems like. I'm not a doctor so I don't really know. I'm sure that, that can happen, but

there were several witnesses who were very -- very certain that you were calling these people in
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the -- in the parking lot niggers. I know you said that's not a term that you use, but do you have
any reason to -- to doubt why they would be saying that at all?

A It's obvious. I think it's obvious that they're trying to misdirect the
investigation and they don't want to be held accountable for things, and this reads like they're
independent when this is, but they're all not independent when this is at all because they're all
hugging and drinking together in the parking lot, according to the video. That's on the video.
The people that were interviewed and people that weren't interviewed, I guess you guys tried to
contact them, and they weren't willing to, whatever but everybody from these statements, from
the people that were involved that are just alleging that, and anybody that knows me, inc --
including yourself; it -- it -- it's not part of me. There's nothing that I do. I think it's honestly just
they got together. It's clear that they know each other. They're not independent when this is
from each other. They got a story together.

Q Okay. Are there any other witnesses other than the ones that we
weren't able to get statements from that have not been mentioned here?

A I -- I don't think so.

Q Is there any other information you'd like to provide? Do you have any
thoughts to this?

A No.

Q Your representative have any concerns other than the ones that were

already stated, Mr. Gibbons?

Al No, sir. Not at this time.
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571 Q Uh, during the course of this investigation, do you feel like you've
572  been treated fairly?
573 A Yes.
574 Q Well, that's it. This will conclude the statement of Officer John Giga.
575  The time is 1625 hours.
576 (End).

577 Reviewed By

578  Transcribed March 21, 2024
579 V_DVSAN I'V_DVSYE P
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOHN GIGA
Interviewer: SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT

Date/Time of Interview: April 5, 2024/2:09 p.m.
Case #: [A23-00346

INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JOHN GIGA
Q =SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
Q1 =SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT

A = OFFICER JOHN GIGA
Al =FOP REP SCOTT HOPPER

Ql Today's date is April 5th, 2024. The time is approximately 1409
hours. I am Sergeant Aaron Wright, Fort Lauderdale Police Department. Present with me is
Sergeant Aidan Finnerty. This is a clarification statement being taken at Fort Lauderdale Police
Office of Internal Affairs, which is located at 255 Northeast 3rd Avenue. Here with us today in
this matter is Officer John Giga. John, if I could get you to raise your right hand for me?

A Yes, sir.

Ql As a sergeant with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department, I can
administer an oath. Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth in
this statement?

A Yes, sir.

Q1 All right. You can put your hands down. Did you get a chance to

review your statement and the new information that came in from the fleet vehicle?

A Yes.
Ql And after reviewing it, would you like to make a statement?
A Yeah, so on page 9, I guess section 29 of the statement, it says -- it was

asked, if I reported the issues. Isaid, "I did report the issues." This doesn't reflect reporting the
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Date/Time of Interview: April 5, 2024/2:09 p.m.

Case #: IA23-00346

exact problems with the -- the thing, other issues that I brought the vehicle for. However,

verbally -- and this happens quite frequently with these vehicles. If you go to the garage, you're
going to verbally explain if there's another issue. And then they're like, "We'll take a look at it."

In my instance, I asked them about that. When I picked the vehicle up, they wouldn't -- couldn't

replicate that problem.

Ql Also with us is, FOP Rep, Scott Hoffer.

Al Yeah.

Q1 Anything to add?

Al No. Is that it?

A Look, I mean --

Al Yeah.

A -- there's several officers that have the same issue with these vehicles

turning off as they're driving them. I mean, this -- the Tahoe is -- it's known for that. It's not like
a -- like a secret. It happens to several officers throughout the department. So I mean, I'm not
the only person. It's also like, they'll hold on to the vehicle for, you know like 2 months trying to
figure something out and then they never do.

Al Yeah. So just to clarify, so even though it's not written down on here,
and some of it looks like your handwriting and some of it looks like maybe the -- the -- the
mechanics handwriting. Just like I would normally do and I know other officers do, is you bring

it there for say PM and you go, "Hey, my -- my radio is -- maybe not working properly, can you
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take a look at it?" You're saying that it was a more verbal type of conversation like, "Can you

take a look at it type of thing?"

A Correct.

Al Okay.

Ql Is there anything else you need to add to your statement?

A No.

Ql Okay. This will conclude the clarification statement of Officer John

Giga. Time is 1411 hours.
(End).

Reviewed By

Transcribed April 6, 2024
V_DVSAN I/'V_DVSYE P
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Date/Time of Interview: January 26, 2024/9:52 a.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

INTERVIEW WITH LIEUTENANT MATTHEW GUERRA
Q =SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
Q1 = SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
A =LIEUTENANT MATTHEW GUERRA
Q Today's date is January 26, 2024. The time is approximately 9:52 AM.

I'm Sergeant Aaron Wright, Fort Lauderdale Police Department. Present with me is Sergeant
Aidan Finnerty. This statement is being taken at Fort Lauderdale Police Office of Internal
Affairs, located at 255 Northeast 3rd Avenue. With us today as a witness in this matter is
Lieutenant Matthew Guerra.

As a sergeant with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department, I can
administer an oath. Will you raise your right hand? Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth in this statement?

A Yes.
Q All right. You can put your hand down. All right, this is a compelled

statement under the authority of the Chief of Police. I order you to answer the following

questions. Will you state your full name and spell your last name for me, please?

A Matthew Guerra, G-U-E-R-R-A.
Q And what's your current rank and assignment with the department?
A I'm a police lieutenant, assigned to Patrol in District 3, Shift 1.
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Q Okay. Today, I have some questions regarding an incident that

happened on November 24th, 2023, involving Officer John Giga. Are you familiar with the

incident?
A Yes.
Q How did you become aware of this incident?
A I remember it was a day after Thanksgiving, assuming it's the date you

provided. I was the Day Shift Duty Lieutenant. So as typical, every morning transi-- there's a
transition of commands, approximately 5:30. I usually reach out to the Midnights. Duty
Lieutenant on this day was Lieutenant Collis Atkinson and he apprised me of an incident that
occurred overnight that I was coming into.

Q Okay. Did you respond to the scene?

A Yes. So, Lieutenant Atkinson advised that Officer Giga had been
transported to the hospital, that he had officers at the hospital -- an officer at the hospital
watching him for safety, and he had a couple officers at the scene, holding the scene down, so he
would need relief from day shift. I responded to the scene to ensure that this was occurring as
well as to gather any other information that would be developing at that time.

Q When we said -- when we talk about the incident, what were you told
transpired with Officer Giga?

A It was relayed to me that officers responded little after 4 AM to call of
person unconscious that was potentially in a fight. When officers arrived on scene, they located

a person who was badly beaten, with injuries. Upon further inspection, they -- this person was
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unrecognizable as Giga at that time, but it was learned at some point from the officer on scene
that this was Officer John Giga. It was kind of up in the air whether they -- he was working or
not working, whether he came from a detail, he regularly works the -- the two street detail area.
So, it was kind of -- there was a lot of unknowns. He was -- his police car was on scene and he
was in a like a half Class B uniform where he was wearing the -- the uniform pants, boots, under
belt but was not -- did not have his Class B uniform shirt on. First, it was unknown if he lost it in
a fight, where was his police equipment. things of that nature. So, we were kind of unsure
whether he was working or not. And then I ended up responding to the scene until things
developed.

Q So, as the -- as the duty lieutenant now, that would prompt you to do

the injury form?

A Correct.

Q And is this the one that you completed?

A Yes.

Q The narrative on how the injury occurred, where -- where did that

narrative come from?

A So, Lieutenant Atkinson had already made notifications to, through the
chain of commands, at that time, I believe -- he's now Major Scelfo but at that time, I believe,
was Captain Scelfo, was acting in a role of Acting Major in operations at -- on that time. He
responded to the scene, Assistant Chief London responded to the scene. A couple other sup--

Atkinson was there, myself. I believe there was a discussion amongst myself, Scelfo, and
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Atkinson, there may have been a couple others that I'm not sure about, regarding whether this
was on duty or off duty, given the circumstances I described. That would also dictate the
investigation whether it's going to be conducted by -- as a Battery LEO, which would be handled
by Homicide and whatnot or was there something that Officer Giga was potentially doing
something improper, would this be an administrative case? There was a lot of unknowns that we
just didn't know at that time. The day went on. Ultimately Violent Crime -- or not Violent
Crime, excuse me, Homicide was conducting the investigation as a Battery LEO with -- with the
information we had. As the day went on, me being the duty lieutenant, it would be my
responsibility to ensure that a first report of injury was done. So, I called now Major Scelfo to
discuss with him, are we treating this as an on-duty injury or are we treating this as an off-duty
injury, that he was involved in something we're not quite sure what it was yet. Scelfo relayed
that he received information from the Union, the FOP, stating that Officer Giga was taking
police action to break up a fight. As such, whether he was on-duty or off-duty, as our policy
states, if you're taking police action, then you immediately revert back to on-duty status. There
was some discussion whether this would be necessary but ultimately the decision was made to
keep it generic because we didn't have a whole lot other than Giga was -- is an officer and he was
involved in a physical altercation which is where he got hurt. And that's how the narrative
essentially was written that we were relayed he was breaking up a fight, therefore putting it
on-duty status.

Q So that -- that information came from what now made yourself,

foregathered which would be the only information that you would be able to put --
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A Correct.
-- for this interview.
A I don't know who told him that specifically from the Union but that I

got that information from Major Scelfo.

Q Okay. And so once you did that, naturally -- is this the e-mail that you
sent out?
A Correct, I attached the case number that it was related to, sent it to

Workmen's Comp and those who would be, you know, who need to know about it, --

Q Right, and a--

A -- the chain of command.

Q -- and as a duty lieutenant, these are common practices that you would
do anyway.

A Any -- any injury that an officer sustains or makes -- makes us aware

of, even if it was delayed, these are required.

Q While -- I'm saying that anytime, did you get a chance to talk to
Officer Giga yourself?
A Never made contact with him personally, never saw him, never went

to the ho-- I went to the hospital, but I was denied access up because it was a trauma area where
they wouldn't let anybody up. So, I -- I --1--1 left.
Q And my last question would be that narrative that he was breaking up a

fight, I understand that it initi-- initially came to you by way of Scelfo, while you were out there,
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did you hear anybody else say that that was what had transpired at that time, given the little bit

that we've known then?

A

Q

A

Q

It was obvious that he was in a physical altercation.
Right.
And he was in half a uniform.

Right. But I'm -- what I'm asking you, did you hear anybody else

saying that Giga was breaking up a fight and that's how this happened?

A

No, I -- I didn't -- I didn't make any contact with witnesses on the

scene and there was really no people on scene that were coming forward while I was there at

least. I know I got there probably almost 30 minutes to an hour after it occurred. So, there was

nobody that was coming to us saying this is what happened or whatnot.

Q

The time is 10:01 AM.
(End).

Reviewed By

Okay. This will conclude the interview with Lieutenant Matt Guerra.

Transcribed January 27, 2024
V_DVSAN I/B 03 MAT
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INTERVIEW WITH JARVIS MERRITT
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 5, 2024/3:05 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

INTERVIEW WITH JARVIS MERRITT
Q =SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
Q1 = SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
A =JARVIS MERRITT
Q Today's date is January the 5th, 2024. The approximate time is 1505

hours. I am Sergeant Aaron Wright of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department. Present with me
at this time is Sergeant Aidan Finnerty. This statement is being taken at location of 2351
Northwest 16th Court, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Apartment 105. A witness today with me in this
matter is Jarvis Merritt.

Jarvis, as a sergeant with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department, I can
administer a oath. Will you raise your right hand for me, please? Do you swear to tell the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth in this statement?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay, you can put your hand down. Can you do me a favor and state
your full name and spell your last name for me?

A My full name is Jarvis, last name is Merritt. Spell it out. First name J-
A-R-V-I-S, last name M-E-R-R-I-T-T.

Q Okay, on the early morning hours of 11/24/2023, I believe at -- in the

back parking lot of a place called Capone's, did you have an altercation with anybody?

A Yes.
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Q Can you, from beginning to end, in your own words -- hold on before
you say that. My partner needs to read you your Miranda rights before we get into the statement.

Ql The Sergeant Finnerty here. Mr. Merritt, I'm going to ask you some
questions, and if you can just answer, yes or no. You have the right to remain silent and to

refuse to answer any questions. Do you understand?

A Yes.

Q1 Anything you say can be used against you in a court of law. Do you
understand?

A Yes.

Ql You have the right to speak with an attorney before speaking to the

police and to have an attorney present during questioning now or in the future. Do you

understand?
A Yes.
Ql If you cannot afford an attorney, one will be appointed to represent

you before any questioning if you wish. Do you understand?

A Yes.

Ql If you decide to answer questions now without an attorney present,
you will still have the right to stop answering at anytime to speak with an attorney. Do you
understand?

A Yes.
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INTERVIEW WITH JARVIS MERRITT
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
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Date/Time of Interview: January 5, 2024/3:05 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Q1 In regards to this investigation, have you previously asked any police

officer to speak with an attorney?

A Have I asked any police officer?

Ql Have you asked any police officer to speak with an a-- attorney?

A Not at the moment, not yet. Uh-hm.

Ql Okay. And if you can just read the last statement down at the bottom,
please.

A I, Jarvis Merritt, have read and have had this statement of the rights

read to me. No threats or promises have been made to me. I understand my rights, and I'm
willing to answer question now without an attorney present at this moment.

Q Okay, Sergeant Wright. Jarvis, just in your own words, just give me a
rundown as to what happened that early morning hours.

A Well, we're sitting behind Capone's, me and a couple dudes that |
know, that I -- couple younger cats that [ know grew up in front of me. From -- from a old
neighborhood, we grew up and sitting there, drinking, and just talking. You know, having
friendly conversation about life and stuff like that, you know. So I'look up. I'm sitting in the
car, one car with -- with -- with -- with one of the guys, talking to him because he -- he kind of
like drunk, you know. So I'm trying to keep him up because he had to drive home and the guy
that was in front of the car that I was sitting in -- I think by this time, I was -- I -- I think I had got
out and get in my car because we finna go to follow. Probably, do home that I was sitting in the

car with that was drinking. Follow him home, make sure he get home safe. And then I was
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INTERVIEW WITH JARVIS MERRITT
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
Date/Time of Interview: January 5, 2024/3:05 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437
going -- was going to go to another little club that's open later. So the guys that was in blocking
my car, they -- they end up getting in the car. One guy in the passenger -- the one guy in the
driver seat and the guy was walking to the passenger seat and out of nowhere, I see a big -- big
strong Caucasian guy just walking up all anger and rage and calling out nigger names and "Hey
nigger, who is that?" He was talking about driver, because he had, I guess, I don't know if
you've profiled him or what. He had dreadlocks like a coded black. And this time, he can't hear
him. So he was like, "Man, no, he's -- that's nobody." So them guys end up running away from,
you know, but he end up beating on their window. Like calling them "Nigger, nigger, nigger,
nigger," all that, you know, for no reason. So, they -- they backed out the wrong way. So I was
driving. I was like, "Hey man, why are you beating on his window like that, man? We're just
trying to have a good time. It's -- it's Thanksgiving, man. We don't want no problems." And he
got enraged with me. "Oh, you want to fight, nigger? You want to fight? Come on, get out
here." Boom, he hit my window. I say, "No." At this time, I'm pulling out, I'm driving out. I'm
like, "No, I don't want to fight you, man. I don't want to fight you. Why are you beating on my
window man? [ just want to have a good time, man." You know, I said, "All I'm saying is you
shouldn't -- shouldn't have did that. We don't -- we -- we didn't do nothing to you." So, I -- I'm -
- I'm still driving off slow as he coming up again all in rage -- all in rage. Veins coming out his
neck like he juiced up on something. He looked that. I -- I ain't going to lie, he looked that.
And he did it again. Beat on the window. You know, like, "Come on, man. I'm not trying to --"

"Come on, get your fuck ass out the car." He called me names. So I'm like, "Nah man, I don't

want to fight you man. I don't want to fight you." I ain't -- I'm not going to even lie. |
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was -- when I seen how big he was, I was scared at first, you know. But then when he beat on it
again as I turned to come up out the back of the Capone's driving like parking lot, he did it again,
and I don't know man, I just out of fear, just threw my car in park as he hit it and I defend
myself. You know what I'm saying? Because he (Indiscernible/inaudible 06:05) all at my
window in a rage. Like I thought he was finna hit me. You know what I'm saying? So, I
basically just out of fear and took my swing, you know, and that was -- that was -- that was it

man. That was what happened man. I was trying to run from the problem then. He was chasing

me down, want -- trying to fight me man.

Q Prior to that incident, had you ever seen him before?

A I never seen him a day in my life.

Q You guys never --

A Never.

Q -- had any contact?

A No.

Q The other guys who was in the car, the original car that he was beating

on, do you know if those guys knew him?

A No, they did not know him. But one of the guys did say something
like, "Man, he was asking," like, "Who was that, man?" I like -- like -- like some crazy
questions. You know what I'm saying? It's like, he say, "Man, I just -- I just got a body" because
how he look, he built -- body built. So, you know, he was like, "Man, I ain't want to be dealt. I

ain't want to be messed up with him," you know.
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INTERVIEW WITH JARVIS MERRITT
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 5, 2024/3:05 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

100 Q When you -- when you say he was looking crazy, he was looking
101  pumped up, he was looking high, describe that for me. Wa-- like, did --

102 A Like his eyes was big, eyes was red, his eyes was big, veins coming

103 out of his neck.

104 Q Do you think that he was under some sort of influence of --

105 A Some type of influence, yeah.

106 Q -- of -- of drugs?

107 A Yeah, most definitely -- most definitely. Just a -- just a -- just come

108  beating on anybody, one that you don't know, like.
109 Q At some point while you're driving away, he is punching. Is he

110  punching the window?

111 A He punching the window.
112 Q Is your window up or down?
113 A Not -- my window down. My -- my -- my -- my front window down.

114 My back window, he was punching the back window.

115 Q So your front window is --
116 A Is down.
117 Q --is down. At anytime while he was punching, did he punch in your

118  car or touch you? You said your front window was down.
119 A No, because I -- no, he's -- he's acting like he wanted to, but I pulled

120  forward. So every time he act like when he got a little close to it, like when my front, because |
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INTERVIEW WITH JARVIS MERRITT
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
Date/Time of Interview: January 5, 2024/3:05 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437
was talking to him, I'm trying to defuse the problem. So every time, I'm trying to talk to him and
talk with sense to him or trying to calm him down, he get enraged. So when he come up towards
my window, I pull up a little bit slowly. Like, "Man, I don't want to fight you." But he did not.
I ain't give him the chance to punch in there. I didn't give him a chance.
Q Okay. So at no time, did he -- was he able to physically punch you
through the window or anything like that?
A No.

Q Okay. While he was punching the car or hitting the car, did he cause

any damage to your car?

A No. No.

Q No physical damage to the car?

A No physi-- no physical damage.

Q There was a second car that was following you guys out of the parking
lot.

A Mm-hm.

Q Were those some of the same guys that you was in the parking lot

hanging out with just talking to?

A Yeah.

Q Are you able to contact them and have them corroborate what you're
saying with your statement? Would -- if -- if I talk to them, would they say the same thing that

they observed him coming out using racial slurs --
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A Right.
Q -- towards you guys and all that? Would they -- do you think that they
would be saying the same thing that they saw?
A Yes, sir.

Q The officer during that altercation that night, did you feel that he was

going to hurt you once you had stepped out of the car? Were you in --

A Yeah.
Q -- fear of your life?
A Yeah, I was definitely in fear of my life. That's why -- that's -- that's --

swung with every power I had in my body. How big he was. I was definitely -- I swung out of

fear.

Q Had he made threats to you?

A Yes.

Q Do you remember what those threats were?

A "Get out the car. I'll beat your ass. Beat your ass, nigger." He called
me nigger.

Q And you felt that it was directed just towards you or towards the -- the

whole group of you guys?
A It was -- that was directly straight towards me because I was driving.

He was coming at me at that time, beating on my window at that time.
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Q Were you injured in any way that night? Did you get injured at all
during the -- the -- the altercation?
A Like, my hand -- my hand was like kind of like blue, but not -- other
than that, no.
Q So, would you say that you threw the first punch or he threw the first
punch?
A I'd say -- I don't -- I -- I -- I don't remember. I don't remember, but

I -- I'd say, if both our hands was up, I feel like I connected the first punch. [ mean, -- I -- I won't

say | -- I don't remember.

Q Sergeant, do you have anything?

Ql Just a couple of questions. Do you remember what he was wearing
that night?

A Oh, man. Idon't. Idon't remember.

Ql Okay. Was he -- do you remember, was he wearing anything to

identify himself as a police officer?

A No, he definitely wasn't wearing anything.

Q1 Did he have a like a gun belt on him, a radio, a badge, --
A No.

Ql -- a firearm?

A No.
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Ql Okay. Can you describe him? You -- you said he was a -- a stocky

guy. Remember roughly what age, height, weight he was?

A I think he was like --
Ql Did he have any facial hair?
A -- some kind of (Overlapping Conversation 11:12). I was -- I'd give

him about -- about 5'6" or something. Like a short, cocky guy -- short, stocky guy.

Ql Okay and when you got out of the car, was he beside the car or did he
walk up to you or how did that interaction happen?

A When I got out the car, he was like -- when he seen me get out the car,
he was coming up towards me at the same time. He threw (Indiscernible/inaudible 11:42) and
set up.

Ql Sorry, can you say that again?

A When I got out the car, he was coming at me, and I was coming -- I -- |

just went at him.

Q1 Okay.

A To protect myself.

Q1 But you said he -- he threw?

A He threw it like this. He set up. Like, his hands up.
Q1 So he raised his hands --

A Yeah.

Ql -- up in the air?
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A Right.

Ql As in like a fighting --

A As a fighting, yeah.

Ql -- stance?

A Right.

Ql Okay. After the incident happened, did you notify the police or -- or
what did you do then?

A I --T--Tjust went home. I didn't know he police officer. I just

thought it was like a casual, you know.

Q1 Okay.
A Did not notify the police.
Q Is there any other information that we have not asked you that you'd

like to add to -- to your statement?

A No.

Q Are you able to provide the other gentleman there, phone numbers or
contact numbers where --

A I--

Q -- where we can reach out to them, where they can give their statement
with -- with regards to this?

A The thing, I just know his nickname, Jeff, but --

Q Do you have any phone numbers where we can reach out to them?
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Case #: 34-2311-227437

And just one other question. Can you tell us what vehicle were you

driving on the night of this incident?

A
Ql
A
Ql
Q

The Mercedes-Benz C300.
What color is that vehicle?
Like a dark gray.

Okay.

I'm going to show you a -- a -- a picture here. Was this one of the

gentlemen who was out with you guys in a --

A

Q
A
Q

Yeah.
Was he the one that was in the car with you or the secondary car?
The secondary car.

Okay. You have -- let the record reflect he's talking about Antonio

William Harvard. Do you have a contact number for him? Maybe, he can give his statement?

A

Q

1s 1519 hours.
(End).

Reviewed By

Yes.

All right, this will conclude the statement of Jarvis Merritt. The time

Transcribed January 6, 2024
V_DVSAN I/B 03 EMT
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JEREMY MILES OBERSTEIN
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT

SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/8:55 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JEREMY MILES OBERSTEIN
Q =SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
Q1 = SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
A = OFFICER JEREMY MILES OBERSTEIN
Al =FOP REPRESENTATIVE TOMMY TAYLOR

Q Today's date is January 4, 2024. The time is approximately 2055
hours. I'm Sergeant Aaron Wright of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department. Present with me is
Sergeant Aidan Finnerty. This statement is being taken at the Fort Lauderdale Police
Department, Office of Internal Affairs, located at 255 Northeast 3rd Avenue. With us today is --
in this matter, is a witness, Officer Jeremy Oberstein, and with him is FOP Rep Tommy Taylor?

Al Yes, sir.

Q Officer Obs, as a sergeant with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department,
I can administer an oath. Can I get you to raise your right hand? Do you swear to tell the truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the truth in this statement?

A Yes, sir.

Q You can put your hands down. All right. This is compelled statement.

Under the authority of the Chief of Police, I want you to answer the following questions. Will

you do me a favor? State your full name and spell your last name for me.

A Full name Jeremy Miles Oberstein. Last name is O-B-E-R-S-T-E-I-N.
Q What's your current rank and assignment?
A Police officer, assigned to District 2, Midnights, in the airport.
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Case #: 34-2311-227437

Q Okay. This is in reference to a call that you went to on Midnights. It's

going to be 11/24/23, it'd be the early morning hours of Thanksgiving, I believe. You authorized

the incident report. We just get you to take a look at that incident report and make sure that you

are the authorizer, that you wrote that report.

A Yes, sir. I wrote this report.

Q Okay. Do you remember the incident?

A Yes, sir. I do have a recollection of it.

Q Okay. On the night or the early morning hours that you responded to

this call, did -- had you ever met Officer Giga before?

A Once or twice before sir, in passing.
Q Had you ever worked with him before?
A Don't believe I have. I might have been on a spring break detail where

he was supposed to be there, but I don't remember seeing him there.
Q When you arrived to the call, did you instantly know that he was a

police officer?

A No, sir.
Q Did you offer him any medical assistance?
A At that point, I knew EMS was staging. So I made sure EMS was

actually en-route and helping. While I was there, he had already had someone already given him
a towel to compress to his face which he was doing because he was conscious and holding to

stop the bleeding. And I was trying to clear space around him because there were people
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walking around, and trying to be able to give him some space so he's not -- people are not on top

of him.

Q Okay. Did you have to use any of your -- your tactical medical
equipment --

A No, sir.

Q -- on scene? Did you ask the security officer who informed Giga, was

he trying to break up a fight?
A The gentleman that I met had just given me his name and he said that

there was a fight that he tried to break up and that --

Q So --

A -- that was it.

Q -- that information came from the gentleman on scene?

A Yes, and he didn't stay and he sort of walked off.

Q What was Officer Giga wearing when you arrived on scene?

A He was wearing a black T-shirt with, I think, some nightclub on it.

Looked like blue 51 pants and those black cloud patrol shoes that a lot of people wear.

Q Do you remember what the -- what the writing was on the T-shirt?
A I think "Sway," I believe or --

Q So, the shirt didn't display anything that said "Police"?

A No.

Q Okay. Did you see Officer Giga's assigned police vehicle on scene?
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On scene, I did not see it, when I was there. I --

Did you see it any time that night?

When I was passing through, I saw a patrol car by Capone's. I didn't

Did you go into the vehicle at all? Did you -- ?
No, sir. No, sir.

Okay. By the time you got on the scene, were the suspects still there

or -- or had they already left?

A

From the information I gathered from bystanders that were there that

they had already gone and there wasn't -- there was no suspects on scene.

Q

A

Q

responding to?
A

Q

Do you know if Officer Giga was working that night?
No, sir, I don't.

Do you know if there was any calls in the area that he could have been

No, sir.

Okay. Did you ask Dispatch at any time, did we have an officer in the

area breaking up a fight or anything like that?

A

Q

were on the scene?

No, sir, I didn't.

Did you ask the security guard if he witnessed the fight while you
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A I -- he didn't relay that to me. All he relayed to me was that this was
the gentleman's name and he was trying to break up a fight, he didn't mention him -- that he had
witnessed it.
Q The security who was on scene, did you get any of his information or
anything like that before you let him go?

A He sort of walked off because he gave me information, but I didn't get

it because I want to go tend to, as I later found out Officer Giga.

Q Anybody else other than Giga on scene, did you get any of their
information?

A No, sir. I just got Officer Giga's information.

Q Okay. So, at some point around 2 minutes, a little over 2 minutes,

more like 2 minutes 26 seconds into the call, you shut down your -- your body cam. Why did
you do that?

A Officer Dejo arrived on scene and I wanted to do a case search and let
him know what I had. Once I got the name "Officer Giga," it sounded familiar because I had
known there was an officer and I said I wasn't really sure and then I was explaining what I had
and I showed him the name and he realized that it was Officer Giga. And then we actually,
through all the chaos, took a second and realized it was him, but he was -- his face was so bloody
that I couldn't tell.

Q So what actually -- when you were off body cam, what actually did

you guys discuss?
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A I said this is what I had, this individual was assaulted. This is what
someone, the name someone gave me as to the name of the individual. I showed that to Officer
Dejo, and he's like, "Wait, we have a Officer Giga." And I wasn't 100 percent sure, we looked
and it was like, "Oh my god, it's Officer Giga," and then at that point he was -- realized he had to
call Sergeant Dean and let him know what was going on. And we made sure that EMS was
expediting this way to come and get him.
Q After the case discussion, after you realized that it's Officer Giga and
he's a police officer, why didn't you go back on with your body cam?

A I thought I did actually reactivate the camera once I finished my case

discussion. So I'm not sure why nothing rolled. I thought I had gone back on.

Q Did anybody on scene tell you to keep your body camera oft?
A No.
Q Okay. At some point in time, per your report and you can look at it

and find if you want, you said that Officer Giga provided to you that he was attempting to break
up a fight. Did Officer Giga advise you of that or is that a statement that you got from the
security officer, because in your report, you said it was provided by Officer Giga.

A Officer Giga at some point said that he was trying to break up a fight
and he didn't know what hit him. And that's all he said to me.

Q So -- so that -- because on the body camera at one point I see the
security guard named Popo is saying that. But you're saying that you also heard that from

Officer Giga?
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JEREMY MILES OBERSTEIN
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT

SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/8:55 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. So that's what we -- we really wanted to clarify that. Did
Officer Giga advise you of anything else that possibly happened that night other than --

A That was the only thing he said to me.

Q Now knowing -- well, that, at some point in time you guys realized
that he was a police officer. Normally, if it's a police officer one of our own and he's injured, we
would get in Rescue with him. Somebody would ride the Rescue with him, so he knows that he's
okay. Why didn't that happen that night? Did you offer to get in with him?

A I was going to follow to the hospital, but then he asked if Officer Dejo
could do it, so Officer Dejo followed him to the hospital. I stayed on scene because I needed to
first turnup the crime scene and, I guess, I'm not sure why no other officers responded. I was just
trying to set up the crime scene and make sure --

Q Yeah, we always follow, but usually somebody actually gets in the bus

with him, so why did --

A I'm not sure why that happened, sir, --

Q Okay.

A -- to be honest.

Q Sarge, do you have anything?

Ql Just a couple of questions, Sergeant Finnerty here. Was Officer Giga

wearing anything like his duty belt, his FLPD badge, his gun on him to i-- possibly identify him

as an officer?
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JEREMY MILES OBERSTEIN
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT

SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/8:55 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

No, sir.

Okay. When you were on scene initially on your own, you were there

for a couple of moments before Officer Dejo arrived, did Officer Giga advise you at any time

that he was a Fort Lauderdale Police Officer --

A
Ql
A
Ql
A
Ql

A

Ql

No, sir.

-- or an officer?

No, sir.

Okay. Did Officer Giga advise you that he was working on a detail --
No, sir.

-- in the area that night?

No, sir.

And lastly, the -- is the vehicle that you saw, when you were arriving

on the call, where was that parked do you remember and was it occupied?

A

It was, from what I saw passing, because I was kind of focused on

getting to the call, because it was an unimpo-- occupied Tahoe sitting just on the, for facing the

building, it would be on the -- the east side of the building, parked on the side street. And that's

all I saw as I passed through to the lot to go to the actual scene.

Ql

Okay. And your -- your regular shift, you're normally assigned to

District 2, but on this particular night, you happen to be working in District 3?

A

Yes, they moved me down to District 3 for manpower purposes.
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER JEREMY MILES OBERSTEIN
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT

SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 4, 2024/8:55 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

Ql Okay. And do you know, were you the -- normally there's detail
officers there, were you the first one on scene or had the other detai-- or the -- if there were detail

officers, do you know if they had gone home at that stage?

A I would -- I don't know --
Q1 Okay.
A -- if any detail officers were there. I was the first one on scene. I was

just trying to respond to a call.

Q1 Okay.

Q Sergeant Wright here. Okay. This will conclude the witness statement
of Officer Jeremy Oberstein. The current time is 2107 hours.

(End).

Reviewed By

Transcribed January 5, 2024
V_DVSAN I/B 03 MAT
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INTERVIEW WITH EVANS POPO
Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: November 28, 2023/12:05 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

INTERVIEW WITH EVANS POPO
Q = DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
Q1 = DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER
A =EVANS POPO
Q1 The following will be a taped statement of Evans Popo as given to

Detective Swisher and Detective Goldsworthy of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department. Mr.

Evans, do you understand that we're both detectives with the Fort Lauderdale Police

Department?
A Correct.
Q1 And that empowers me to take your statement under oath.
A Understood.
Q1 Can you raise your right hand for me? Do you swear to tell the truth,

the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

A 1 do.

Q1 Okay. And can you tell me in your own words what you know about

when Officer Giga arrived at Capone's?

A In my own words, he came there looking for a -- a young lady. He

didn't find her, and he left soon after.

Ql Okay. And so what door -- or did you see his police car arrive?
A No.
Q1 Okay. You just saw him at the back door?
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DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: November 28, 2023/12:05 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

A Yes.

Ql Okay. So, he entered the back door. Was the front door or the side

door was open at that time?

A No.

Ql Okay. So, he arrived at the back door and then he entered the bar?
A Correct.

Q1 Okay. And did he just stand at the back door or did he walk around?
A I went into the bathroom, I believe, and from there, I believe he -- he

went and seen if she was there, and he left soon after because I -- by the time I came out of the

bathroom, he was walking out.

Q1 Okay. And was --

Q But -- but you don't know, was he looking for an employee or a
customer?

A I don't remember the name that he told me. He just told me that the

individual he was looking for texted him and said that she was here.

Q Okay. And as far as coming in the back door, was that back door
unlocked?

A No, I opened the back door.

Q Okay. And you did that because he --

A To see who was -- who was knocking, because we --

Q Okay. So, he --

217



39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

oo Lo »

Ql

INTERVIEW WITH EVANS POPO
Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: November 28, 2023/12:05 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437
-- can't see unless we opened.
-- he actually knocked and then --
Yes.
-- you opened it?
Yeah.
Okay.
And then -- and then he walked inside?

Yes.

And then at some point you said that he -- how long would you

guesstimate that he was inside the bar?

A
Q1
A
Q1
anything like that?
A
Q1
A
Q1

A

Q1

Five minutes.
Five minutes?
Yeah.

Okay. And when he was going to leave, did he say goodbye to you or

No, we didn't know each -- each other personally.

Did you give him any direction to do anything at the --
No.

-- at -- while there?

No, I don't believe so.

And are -- what position do you hold at the -- at the --
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INTERVIEW WITH EVANS POPO
Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: November 28, 2023/12:05 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

A Security.

Ql -- Capone? You're security? So you run the back door or front door or
the whole thing?

A VIP.

Ql VIP? Allright. And were you the only security officer that was still

remaining there at that time?

A I believe so. 1 think everybody else was gone because everybody was
already paid. We've already sat and chattered. It -- it was very few people left in the building.

Ql Okay. And was there -- how was the parking lot? Did you have any

issues in the parking lot at all?

A Well, me?

Q1 Yeah, yeah, security -- security, yeah.

A Oh, no. No, no. I--I never had problems.

Ql Well, I mean, before this happened, was there anybody in the parking

lot that you had to deal with?

A No.
Q1 No? Okay. Do you have anything else?
Q Just, you -- you said most people were gone. Who do you remember

still being inside?

A Only person I remember for sure was Greg (Phonetic) and I remember

Greg was there because he's the one who had to be my pay.
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Date/Time of Interview: November 28, 2023/12:05 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

And what's Greg's position?

Greg's the manager. And I also remember he was there because when

T found him, I called him to let him know somebody was out back on the floor and he came out

back soon after to come check on them. And once he came out back, that's when I went to go

look for paramedics or another police officer. At that time, I didn't even know he was a police

officer.

Lol AN I

Q

happened to him?

A

What brought you around to the side that you found --
That's the way I leave.

Okay. So, you were actually walking that way to go?
Yes. Yeah, I was on my way out.

And you came across him at that point?

Yeah.

Did he give you -- did he say anything to you about what had

No. When I found him, he was unresponsive. I rubbed on his chest a

bit. Tried to get him alert, set up a bit. Only thing he was able to say, clear to me was his name.

He said his name was John, and he tried to spell his last name for me, G-I-G-A but that's as much

as I -- I got out of him. And when the other officers showed up, I gave them the same

information that he gave me. His name was John G-I-G-A. And I asked them if everything was

good, they're good? They said everything was fine. Ileft.
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INTERVIEW WITH EVANS POPO

Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: November 28, 2023/12:05 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

Ql So the only other thing I know, when the officers got there, you told
them that he -- something about a fight and a knife. Do you recall that, a bottle or something?

A There were people around saying that he got into a fight and he got
jumped. Just regular color -- random people around. So, I wouldn't be able to tell you who they
were.

Q1 Okay.

But that's not something he told you, John did?
No, no, no, no, no.

Okay, okay.

S O R e

That's just while I was over him there, people were explaining to me
what happened there. Like some people jumped out and beat him up. One person said that there
was a knife and it looked like they cut his face. When I looked at his face, it looked like there
was a laceration on his face. So, I expressed the same thing to the officers and Greg before I left.

Q And do you know any of the people that were telling you this?

A No. Those were just customers that were out there. I -- I didn't -- I
didn't pay much attention to the faces that were giving me information, mostly because he -- he
looked like he was in pretty bad shape, so I was just focused on him and just making sure nobody
got too close to me.

Q Okay.

Q1 Is -- is there anything else that you think that you should add that

might be important to us?
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INTERVIEW WITH EVANS POPO
Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: November 28, 2023/12:05 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

A Not that I hope, no.

Q1 Okay. And if that's all, this will conclude the statement of Evans Popo
as given to Detective Michael Goldsworthy and Detective Swisher. Today's date is November

28th. And the time is now -- right? This is -- my -- my time is off on this. Is it the 28th?

Q Yes.

Q1 Okay. And it's --

Q It's 12:11.

Q1 --12:11.

(End).

Reviewed By B

Transcribed December 9, 2023
V_DVMOR_I/B_03_SSG
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INTERVIEW WITH MELINA ROZEMA
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 25, 2024/1:16 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

INTERVIEW WITH MELINA ROZEMA
Q =SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
Q1 = SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
A =MELINA ROZEMA

Q Today is January 25th, 2024. The approximate time is 1316 hours.
I'm Sergeant Aaron Wright, with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department. Present with me is
Sergeant Aidan Finnerty of the Office of Internal Affairs. This off -- this statement is being
taken at 1615 North FL State Road 7 in Margate.

As a sergeant with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department, I can
administer an oath. Would you raise your right hand for me? Do you tell the tell -- do you
promise to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth in this statement?

A I do.

Q You can put your hand down. If you can for me, pronounce your first
name and spell your last name for me?

A Melina R-O-Z-E-M-A.

Q Okay. Melina, earlier we -- we were talking about an incident that

transpired on 11/24/2023 at Capone's. Can you tell me -- do you know an officer by the name of

John Giga?
A Yeah. Yes, I do.
Q How do you know him?
A I met him outside of Hunters.
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Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
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Date/Time of Interview: January 25, 2024/1:16 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Q At any point in time did you and Officer Giga become involved in a
relationship?

A A casual relationship, yeah.

Q Okay. Now while you guys were -- were friends during this brief

time, did Officer Giga used to come to Capone's to visit you?
A I think, twice.
Q Okay. How many times would you say that he's come to Capone's to

give you a lift home?

A Also twice.

Q What kind of car was he driving both of those times?

A His police cruiser.

Q And you currently reside in the City of Coral Springs, correct?

A Yeah.

Q Is that where he drove you to in Coral Springs?

A Yes.

Q Would it be an address of 6600 Northwest, I want to say 56 Drive in
Coral Springs?

A Yeah.

Q Okay. Did -- did he offer to come and pick you up and take you
home?

A Yeah.
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INTERVIEW WITH MELINA ROZEMA
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 25, 2024/1:16 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Okay. On the night in question, do you have any idea what transpired

No.

-- between John Giga and the group of gentlemen that he was back

No, idea.

At some point in time on Capone's surveillance system, you were seen

kind of crouched down from him and trying to get away from the air where he was. Tell me

why?

A

Because I told him for like, I told him "I didn't want to go over" and he

still showed up and I heard his voice and I didn't want to still have to deal with telling him again.

Q

A

Q
house to hang out?
A

Q

A

Q

his house?

A

Now when you say go over, do you mean go over to --
His house, yeah.

-- his house? So, what he was asking was for you to go over to his

Yeah.
Had you ever been to his house before?
Yeah.

When you went to his house, did he pick you up and take you over to

Yeah.
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INTERVIEW WITH MELINA ROZEMA
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 25, 2024/1:16 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Q Was that also in his police car?
A Yeah.
Q Okay. Do you have any idea what caused the altercation between him

and -- and -- and -- yeah, the group in the parking lot?

A I -- T have no idea. One of the homeless men in the back said
something but, you know, I can't real-- really believe it.

Q What do you remember him saying?

A He just said that he knocked on somebody's window and that there's

some -- that's what caused the altercation.

Q Just the knocking on the window? He didn't share with you what was
said --

A No.

Q -- between the two or anything like that?

A No.

Q And do you remember the name of the homeless guy?

A Dave. He's always in the back, but I was on my way out, so I didn't
really get a, like, story or anything like that.

Q Did you have anything to do with him getting jumped or -- or -- or,
you know, attacked in the back parking lot at all?

A No. I don't even know, like, anything about what happened. I didn't

even know it even happened until he told me two days after.
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Q And what did he -- what did he say happened when -- when he talked
to you two days after?

A He accused -- he asked me, well, like he -- I don't know why he didn't
even make it seem like it was a big deal or anything because he was just blowing me up and then
was just like, "Do you want to talk about the other thing?" And then I said, "What other thing?"
And he said, how I got four security guards from Capone's to jump him in the back and -- in the
back of Capone's and, I was like, "Why would I have anything to do with that? I don't even -- I

don't know anybody that would jump a security guard," or jump like, "who they know is a police

officer because they've seen him before and jump him, so, I don't know."

Q Would you say that he was angry with you that night? Meaning --

A Yeah.

Q -- Officer Giga?

A Yeah., I can hear in his voice that he was angry with me. I can hear he

was angry. [ don't know if it was with me, but he sounded very angry.

Q When you -- how did you know that he came to the club? Did you see
him, or did you hear him?

A All right, he knocked on the back door, and it was really hard, and then
I hear "Is Melina there?" And it was his voice, and so I just ducked down as soon as I heard him
say my name.

Q Did he sound normal or did he sound like maybe he had been

drinking?
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A He looked angry. Oh, yeah, probably. I --1 just know that he was like
just super angry, and I was like, "Oh."
Q But, I guess what I'm asking is, you know his normal voice. Did it
sound like his speech was slurred or maybe he's under influence, or did he sound regular to you?
A That I wouldn't really know because, like I wasn't really too fo -- 1

didn't really, like that, I didn't really notice. So, I don't -- I don't think it was slurred because,

like, I heard him ask for me real clearly, so.

Q Have you ever known him to work the detail at Capone's?
A No.
Q So, you've never seen him work there that -- that place as a detail

while you were there working?
A Yeah, no. He usually -- I only see him when I'm at Capone's after he

gets cut off of work and by the beach. Then he'll come down and that only happened like twice.

Q Where -- where did you originally meet him at?
A At a Hunter's Beach Bar.
Q So, that's the first time you ever saw him. You guys -- that's where

you guys met at?
A Yeah.
Q Okay. With regards to you ducking and -- and hiding, when -- when

you ducked and hide, where did you go to?
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Case #: 34-2311-227437

A The ice room and then I went into the corner of the ice room and I got
really low. There's like this hidden corner that people, like, they'll sand in and they'll make a
noise and it really scares the shit out of you because you don't know they're there. So, that's the
point.

Q When you -- when you were hiding from him, is it because you were
afraid of him or more annoyed of him?

A I was really annoyed. I was sick of telling him I didn't want to go over
and at this point, I was like, "What more can [ do?" Like, it's just because I'm a nice person. So
if we do -- if I do see him and he's going to say that I'm just going to be nice and I'll be like,
"Okay," and go over out of kindness and I didn't want to do that at all. So I just hid.

Q So, how long did you hide in the cooler ice area before you knew it
was clear for you to leave?

A Not long. I just heard him leave and that's when I got out from over
there.

Q Did you tell any of your bosses or any security that you don't want to
deal with him anymore? Not to let him in, like, late night hours?

A No, none of them even knew. They were all working and they were all
busy. So, I didn't even get to tell anybody and I was also busy, so I just kept working.

Q So, that night, just to be clear, John didn't threaten you, you didn't

think that he was going to cause harm to you --

A No.
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-- or anything like that?

No.

You just basically didn't want to be bothered with him --
Yeah.

-- is that safe to say?

Yeah.

oo o L

Okay. Partner you got any questions?
Q1 Just a couple of questions. When you said the homeless individual

told you that there was a -- a fight outside, was this -- was that -- that night?

A No, no, this was maybe like two weeks, three weeks.
Ql Okay. And --
A And he said that he was out there looking for me and he asked him

about me because I don't -- I don't work at Capone's every weekend. It's usually like maybe once
a month.

Ql Okay. So -- so, after -- after you came out of the ice cooler and you no
longer heard or saw John, you -- you stayed in the bar working or did you leave?

A No, I stayed working because I had to finish up. I stayed until it was
till the bar backs and the owner of Capone's left or the manager.

Ql Okay. So, were you aware -- well, were you aware at -- before you

left, or when you left, did you see lots of police and fire out there, or?
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I -- T -- T heard Greg came in and he said that there's a guy in a sway

shirt. Ithought he said sway shirt, but now, like, after hearing everything that happened, I'm

like, "Oh, he must have said SWAT shirt," but I thought he said sway shirt that's on the ground,

out there beat up in the back, like, beside Fat Cats, and I was like, "Oh man, what is this sway

shirt doing all the way over there?" And then we just continued working. And then there was

his truck there, and I thought he was in his truck the entire time. So, I had to go out the other

way, and I had my friend drop me off.

Ql
A
Ql
A
Ql
A
Ql

A

Okay. When you say his truck, you're referring to John Giga's truck?
Police cruiser, yeah.

And can you describe that cruiser to me, his police car?

It's a SUV, Fort Lauderdale.

Okay.

Hm.

And -- and do you remember where that was parked when?

Yeah, like, on the -- what's that street name? It's on the side of

Capone's where the window bar is, but right on the side where it's only the end that you can see

from the window.

Ql

Okay. So, I believe that is Southwest 3rd Avenue. It's -- it would be

on the east side of the -- the bar, there's all --

A

Ql

East side.

-- the glass around --
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184 A Yeah.

185 Ql -- the corner?

186 A Yeah.

187 Q1 Okay. And so -- so, when you were told about this gentleman in this

188  sway shirt that was beat up, you had no idea that it was John Giga?

189 A No, not a -- not even a clue.

190 Ql Okay. And did -- did John communicate, before he showed up at the
191  bar, did he communicate with you prior to coming over or any time earlier in the night, or did
192 you even know that he was coming over?

193 A Oh, he -- yeah, he messaged me, but I told him several times not to and
194  then I -- I got like, very little messages in the club, and I'd only get them when I was like, trying
195  to get service to get payment, and then he'd message me, but I never messaged back, and then,
196  after maybe it was like 2'ish or something, after a certain time, my phone died, and I had to

197  charge it again, but I forgot about it and had to turn it on in the morning, and that's when I got
198  most of the messages from the night.

199 Ql And can you tell us about those messages, or?

200 A Yeah. He was telling me like, "Why am I, like not messaging him?"
201  and that he likes me, and that I should go over, and like a lot of, well like, explicit stuff.

202 Q Mm-hm.

203 A And like, is mainly it and like, "Why wasn't I answering?" and like --

204  like, "the bars -- my job's not that important." Stuff like that.

1013



205

206

207

208

209

210

211

212

213

214

215

216

217

218

219

220

221

222

223

224

225

INTERVIEW WITH MELINA ROZEMA
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 25, 2024/1:16 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Ql Did he say anything that he was involved in an altercation or --

A Mm-hm.

Ql -- any -- or anything like that?

A No, not until two days after or may -- yeah, like two days after. Like,

after we had a whole conversation, then he brought it up. So, I had no idea till, I don't even
know, the 25th I think it was, November 25th.

Ql And -- and when he told you then, what did he tell you? Was this --
were you speaking to him or was this by text message?

A It was by text. He asked me "If we are going to talk about the other
thing," or "do I know about the other thing," or "do I want to say something about the other

thing" and I said, "what other thing?" And he said "How I got four guys that work at Capone's to

jump him."

Ql So he -- he asked you this in a text message?

A Yeah.

Ql And -- and did you get four people, security officers from Capone's to
jump him?

A No. They would never, and nobody at Capone's would jump a police

officer in the back of their job. That's, for me at least, like, I don't know, it just sounds not

really --
Ql And -- and --

A -- possible.
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One thing to say, | know you said you heard John's -- John's voice and

Mm-hm.

-- but did you see him at any -- any point --

No.

-- when he was in the bar?

No.

So, you don't know if he was in his police uniform --
No.

-- or -- or if he was in casual clothes?

Yeah, I don't know what he was wearing that night.

Okay. Final question, the -- the messages that you said he was sending

Mm-hm.

-- those are the messages that you supplied me with, correct?
Yeah.

Okay. Alright, this will conclude the statement of Melina Rozma?
Rozema.

Rozema.

Mm-hm.

The time is 1331 hours.
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INTERVIEW WITH MICHAEL RUCKER
Q =SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
Q1 = SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
A =MICHAEL RUCKER
Q Today's date is December 17th, 2023. The time is approximately 1654
hours. I'm Sergeant Aaron Wright of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department. Present with me is
Sergeant Aidan Finnerty of an Department of -- Office of Internal Affairs. This statement is
being taken at the Fort Lauderdale Police, Office of Internal Affairs, located at 255 Northeast 3rd
Avenue. With us today in this matter as a witness is Michael Rucker.

As a sergeant with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department, I can
administer a -- a oath. Mr. Rucker, will you raise your right hand? Do you swear to tell the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth in this statement?

A Yes, sir.

Q You can put your hand down. Will you state your full name and spell
your last name for me?

A Michael H. Rucker, R-U-C-K-E-R.

Q Okay. We're here today in reference to an incident that happened on
11/24/2023 near 320 Southwest 2nd Street, in the rear parking lot of Capone's. Are you familiar
with the incident?

A I'm familiar with it, yes sir.

Q Can you tell me in your own words what you observed that night?
117
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A Okay, me and my wife was sitting in the car. I'm what you call the
spotter for the club. You know, like, I'm the undercover for the club. You know what [ mean?
So, I -- I watch the promoters, you know, and the security and make sure, you know, people who
drunk, pickpocketers, all that type of stuff like that, I'm the person who watch them. Then I
report to the owners of the building in the parking lot. So, you know, I sit out there and wait for
the owners to leave. The owners leave -- roughly --
Q Okay.
A -- 3:45, they're out of there. After that, [ have a choice. I can either sit
there and cool -- cool myself down and leave or I can follow right behind them and pull out.
You know, when I come out the club, I get right in the car. So anyway this night, I'm taking
my -- my wife in the car with me. We're chopping it up it's cold, so we're just sitting in the van,
getting into conversation. By the time you look around, it's only like four or five cars out here,
you know. So now, it's like 4:10-4:12-ish. You know what I mean? So, it's -- I see the guys
across from us. You can hear them. You know, my wife was having the music on. You can
hear the whole conversation. These guys talking about, "Oh, we have one
(Indiscernible/inaudible 02:05) apartment truck. I'm not going to be doing that load no more.
You know, I'm just going to be doing this work here, drive these other companies." So that's
how I was telling about the driving part, about the trucks. These guy --guys drive trucks. That's
what they were talking about. So (Indiscernible/inaudible 02:17), we're still talking. You got to

mind, there's nobody out here, it's so quiet. Just out of the blue, she say "Look here," and I

looked, she said, "What the hell?" Isaid, "What happened baby?" "He almost knocked your
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mirror off." This is my rearview, my side mirror on the passenger side. So I was like, "Oh baby,
that's Matt's friend. I mean, that's Todd's friend, that's Matt." I rolled my window down. "Matt?
Matt?" The guy turned and looked. I said, "Oops, that's not Matt." I rolled the window back up.
So now, we're staying regular, we're talking. My -- it's still a regular day out. You know what
I'm saying? Across from me is a gray car and two other cars. You know what I'm saying?
Backed in, it's a gray car like parked in front of us. But they're still just -- they're still there
talking. So, the guys in the gray car finna getting ready to leave. So the guy walked up. After
he went by my car, he walked over to the car, and next thing I heard was, "Move the damn car,
nigga." Isaid, "Baby, did I hear that?" She said, "Yeah, baby, I heard that too." So I said, "You
know, he might know them." You know what I'm saying? Because this guy, they drive trucks.
This -- I don't know. This -- this -- I -- I see a lot of people, you know, kick the bobo like that.
So, now we're listening. You know what I'm saying? "Let's see what's going on." So, I see the
guy stop and look who he said the nigga word. So, the guy was getting on passenger side. He
looked at him, looked at my car, looked at him, and just they got in their car and they backed out.
That's the -- I don't know what kind of car it was, but they backed out that way, and we're facing
south like this. They backed out this way. You feel me? If you go this way, that's where the Fat
Katz at. So anyway, the two guys in the front, I seen the guy. The other guy turn around and
say, "What? You want a problem? You want to fight too?" The -- the guy said, "Sir, we don't
want any problem." The other guy got in the blue car, the other guy got in the Mercedes. They

said, "We don't want no problems, sir," they pulled out. I'm like, "Oh, I'm going to holler at

you." You know, then everybody called me up. They called me (Indiscernible/inaudible 04:00),
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they called me (Indiscernible/inaudible 04:00). You know what I'm saying? So anyway, they
pulled out. We already come. Then -- oh, I am -- then, he's saying a lot (Indiscernible/inaudible
04:09). We're going to get ready to pull out. You know what I'm saying? So as they're pulling
off, now they're in front of me. So, I can't pull out right now. What are you going to do? He
come out. I think the Mercedes went first again. The other car went behind it, and the guy tried
to punch them and -- and missed it, so we're laughing. Like, "What is wrong with this guy?" He
tried to punch them, and I heard the dude say, "Man, what's wrong with you?" I said, "Oh, baby,
that's -- that's (Indiscernible/inaudible 04:28). Oops." Turn the lights on, I'm ready to go this
way. They went behind the building, and then as I'm pulling off, I can hear-, "Mike?
Mike? They're fighting." Then I yell out my car, "I don't -- damn, I don't know. What the fuck?
I got nothing to do with that." Then I pulled up from there. Now everything else I know came
from just word of mouth and from him talking and telling people. You know what I'm saying,
from the other security. Other than that, as far as the physical attributes of fighting and
stuff -- oh, not to mention that, he tried to punch the rearview mirror, the side mirror too. He

missed that too. So I guess, that's why he chased the car. He was chasing this car, he was

beating on his chest like (Indiscernible/inaudible 05:02) before that.

Q So, the -- the gentleman that you're describing, that's a -- a white guy?
A Yeah, that's a white guy.

Q And the -- the people that he was having a problem with was a --

A Yes, sir.

Q -- group of --
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81 A Black.

82 Q -- black guys?

83 A Yes, sir.

84 Q So, when he was --

85 A There was three black guys, probably. Two in one car, one in the

86  other car, if I'm not mistaken. You know what I'm saying? I don't know. That's just -- you

87  know, but the one that -- car that backed up, that's why I was telling. That -- now, that little guy
88  who I seen on that passenger side, you know, was from the hood, man. I heard a lot of stuff

89  about him, but he was the one who looked at the man and look -- that's what I was telling my

90  wife. "Oh, see, (Indiscernible/inaudible 05:35)." We backed out and left, you know. You know

91  what I'm saying, left.

92 Q Did you see the -- the -- the group of a young black guys in the parking
93  lot--
94 A Yeah, they've been in the parking.
95 Q -- before -- before the white guy came?
96 A Yes, sir, they been out there -- been out there conversating.
97 Q Did they --
98 A They had the conversation with this (Overlapping Conversation
99  05:50).
100 Q -- were they con-- did -- at any point in time, did you see them like

101  fighting against each other?
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A Oh, no, they were talking, they were -- they were screaming. What I
liked about the dude was -- the dude who was in the car, he had a cardigan on. Hey, you don't
see nobody with a cardigan (Indiscernible/inaudible 06:03) sweater. That's $300. You know
what I'm saying? That's Tommy Hilfiger. This is -- so, I'm a -- I'm -- I'm a fashion guy. So
when I seen that, I'm like, "Man, young man, you look nice, man." You feel me? He's like,
"Yeah, I just came out of that, man." I like "Y'all club, whoop, whoop, whoop." You feel me?
"I like the -- you know, I like the atmosphere. I'm going to be back." You know what I'm
saying -- what I'm saying?
Q When the white guy came out, did it look like he was trying to break
up a fight amongst the -- the -- the group of young black dudes?
A He wasn't breaking up no fight. I thought he knew them. He
just -- like the first time first. Like, the -- the problem is -- is I don't think that -- that's -- you
know what I mean? Come on, man. I'm at the (Indiscernible/inaudible 06:33). Everybody know
everybody. Fat Katz, all of us are family. You know what I'm saying? So, we all mingle with
each other. No matter what the color, race, we don't have it. We don't -- we don't judge by
color. We don't judge by race. You feel what I'm saying? So once that happened, they
always -- you know, that's your antennas go up. Like, "Hold on. That's not right what he said."
You know, they --
Q So, you clearly heard him (Overlapping Conversation 06:54)?

A Yeah, I heard that -- I heard that first one. I heard -- I'm going

to -- listen, man, I heard that first one.
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123 Q You heard him refer to him as what?
124 A "Move, move that car, nigga." That's what I heard, and I did hear that.
125 Q The white guy, if you saw him again, would you -- would you know

126 him when you saw him?

127 A That's what I'm saying. I can't -- I couldn't pick him out. Like, last
128  night, I was (Indiscernible/inaudible 07:10) scared again. I asked my wife when she was in the
129  car. She would tell you that. Isaid, "Baby, I don't know. Baby, no, I can -- really can't see far.
130 I would see, you know, close." You know what I mean? So I said, "Baby, if -- if you see the

131  guy, would you know him?" She was like, "I could." You know, I said, "Well, that's him on the
132 other side of the bar" because I was paranoid. So, she's like, "Oh, no baby, that's not him. Calm
133 down." Then I just started feeling uneasy. I told the owners, I said, "Man, I'm just going to go

134 out early, man. I'll be outside, man."

135 Q Do you know --

136 A That's what I said.

137 Q -- what the -- the white guy was wearing that night?

138 A I think he had on shorts, I think. I feel -- I really can't remember.

139 Shorts and some kind of T-shirt; gray, white, [ don't know.

140 Q Mm-hm.

141 A You know what I mean? Like, I -- once I'd seen him, I thought he was
142 this other dude. Okay? I thought he was Matt. So when I realized he wasn't Matt when he

143 turned around and look, I just stopped looking. You know what I'm saying?
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Q Had the -- had the -- had the group of young black dudes, had they
done anything to provoke the -- the white guy?

A No, they didn't even -- just like I said, they were just sitting there and
talking, and that guy walked up, just -- allegedly, just went crazy like somewhat to say. You
know what? I -- (Indiscernible/inaudible 08:12) I'm telling you. If you can see it for yourself; if
you could -- if you -- if you -- if they have a tape, you know, because if they could record your
license plate at that place, they got a tape that shows, but I don't know if the audio, but well, I tell
you, you could see actually what's going on. You could see those guys.

Q Excuse me.

A Because a lot of the guys they -- like they -- I ain't going to lie. They -
- they sat there waiting for me. That's -- I'm going there with all the jewelry I have, you know.
That's my -- my decoy is my gold. So when I go in there, you think I'm just this guy hanging
out. You know what I'm saying? So who -- people who (Indiscernible/inaudible 08:40) love me,
they're going to sit there and wait till I leave. "Well, uh-hm, we ain't going nowhere until you
leave, uh-hm." "Okay, no problem man. Hey, man, y'all -- all right, y'all enjoy, y'all sa-- y'all
safe right there." That's it. We try to provide that. You know what I'm saying, a safe
community. Sometimes, those guys are very inebriated. They -- they're drunk. They need to
spend 5 or 10, 20 extra minutes sitting down, you know, to the car; kick the -- you know, kick
the bobo. Those guys wasn't provoking nobody. I -- they was -- I'll tell you because I can't -- |

don't -- I don't like that. I don't play with that. I don't play all that violence and all that. You

know what I mean? I'm trying to -- I've been around there all my life.
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Q So you -- you guys -- you guys -- you and your wife, you left prior to

seeing the actual physical --

A Yes, sir.

Q -- part or anything like that?

A Yes, sir.

Q That night -- on that night, did you know that the white guy was the

police officer?

A No.
Q Did he have (Overlapping Conversation 09:27).
A I couldn't -- I mean, I'll tell you that if I would have thought about

(Indiscernible/inaudible 09:30) crazy. I would have called somebody. Robert McKenzie is my
godfather. You understand me? That's the -- he'd tell you everything about me. You know what
I'm saying? Like, and I told him. I said, "His book -- my book, I messed it up a long time ago,
the cover of my book." You feel me? I was very -- I put the gold and stuff in my mouth, but

when I turned 21, that -- the inside of that book was marvelous. You know what I'm saying? So,

like stuff like that.
Q Did the white guy have on anything that would --
A Man, you know what?
Q -- let you know that he was a police officer?
A No, sir. No, sir. That's -- you know what scared me, though? The

next day, my -- you know, the security was like, "Did you get into something last night?" I said,
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"No." Isaid, "Well, here's a dude who got into something with some the little dudes in the
parking lot." He said, "Yeah, man, you know, they mentioned your name." I said, "For what?"
Oh, I said, you know, "Man --" I said, "Man, I --" so, you know, he was a off-duty police. So
then I went -- [ went to the -- I'm like, "Hey -- hey, man, y'all make sure. I will give it to you,
but I'll tell you -- you know what I'm saying? Then other guy told me, he say, "Yeah, the police
was out here all morning." So I seen the guy, - Say, "Hey man, you know, what's up,
man?" This is the same guy I feed, I give this man clothes, everything. You know what I'm
saying? Like, he need medicine, antibiotics. You know what I'm saying? I come Sundays.
Like right now, I wouldn't use it, but he got me so mad that I took it out on other people. I come
very close downtown. You understand me? I can't give him open food because my cousin Ivory
say, "You can't give him open food. You can give him clothes." You know how itis. You feel
me? So well, that's all I been doing. You know what I'm saying? I give him clothes Saturday
night. I park my truck at the club. I got a couple of pair of pants for this person, shoes
(Indiscernible/inaudible 10:57) that were homeless. And that's what I do. But this particular
night, like last night, he had me so mad. He just -- he didn't even walk up
(Indiscernible/inaudible 11:04) my car. This is how I know he was full of S. He over there by
the wall yelling my name, "Mike? Mike?" And my wife said, "Didn't I tell you not to call my
husband's name like that? Why you're calling him like that?" I said, "Now, stop saying my
name, -, knowing you did what you did. You know who [ am. You know who I be with.

You know -- you know everything. You know my daughter. You know my

(Indiscernible/inaudible 11:22). You know this. I share with you. We pray together. We do
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everything." You feel me? "And you were going telling people that. You should have told the
people truth. Listen, yeah, they was out there, but they didn't see what was going on. I tried to
call them over there, but they was going this way. Didn't even tell the people what kind of car I
was in. You didn't even know what kind of car I was in.
Q Mm-hm.
A You know what I'm saying? You could have just either told them
"That was -- that man in that Challenger that went that way." You know what I'm saying? I
mean, -- [ mean, I just heard about the situation. Like I said, if [ was (Indiscernible/inaudible
11:46) just easy. Oh yeah, this guy did this, this guy did this move. I don't even know what
happened. I don't know what kind of (Indiscernible/inaudible 11:52) was swung. I don't know
who hit whom. I don't know if it was one on one, five on six. I don't know nothing with that
part. You feel what I'm saying? But I do know what -- what I just told you.
Q Sergeant, do you have anything?

Ql Yes. Michael, I have a couple of questions. Can you describe your

vehicle to me?

A A black 2016 Dodge Challenger.
Ql And where were you -- where was your vehicle parked?
A Backed in by the front -- the back door, as always, of Capone.

Ql So, your --
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Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: December 17, 2023/4:54 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

A My trunk -- my trunk is facing the back door and I'm facing out. I
always back in because my owners are either parked across from me or on the side of me, either

one. So, I would see them pull out and nobody block them in and do stuff like that.

Q1 And were you in the driver's seat of the vehicle?
A Yes, sir, [ was.
Ql And the gentleman, the white gentleman, did he interact with your

vehicle? Did he hit your vehicle like?

A He hit my passenger side rearview mirror.
Q1 Okay.
A Well, you know, the side mirror. That's how we was able to -- to key

in on him, you know. But it always happens. People always hit. I got the collapsible mirrors.
But it's just -- she -- you know, she was panicking. You know what I mean? You know, MP.
She's a military, you know. So she's like, "Oh baby, he al-- oh, he almost hit your mirrors."
(Indiscernible/inaudible 12:58) my wife. I'm like, "What?" "He almost hit your mirror." "Oh,
it's okay. That's -- that's Matt." That's why I said to myself, "That's Matt. Matt might be a little
drunk." Rolled my window down, "Hey Matt? What's up Matt? Matt?" He turned around and

looked. I said, "Oops, that's not Matt." Irolled my window.

Ql And were you in the driver's seat, and you were in the driver's seat --
A Yes, sir.

Ql -- of your vehicle?

A Yes, sir.
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Ql Okay. And -- and you said that he hit the windows of a vehicle. Do
you know was it the front windows that (Overlapping Conversation 13:30) --

A He tried to pun-- I -- I -- I believe it. I don't know if he could try to --
listen, the car pulling off. Ijust know he missed. The window didn't break. Well, I seen him
trying to. He swung. So, -- so, [ was laughing. Like, "Man, this man crazy, man. Oh, he's
definitely got to go." So, this is what I'm doing. I'm pulling out like this. Then but I just stop
and see the -- you know, you can see him. The car is all like slow. Like what's wrong? I think
he was beating on one of them or something, the other car. I think he was beating on the same
car. But I did see him when he did that (Indiscernible/inaudible 13:55). You know what I mean?
Like, "What the fuck?" That's not (Indiscernible/inaudible 13:59).

Ql So, did -- did you -- when you said he was beating on his chest and he
was belligerent, do you -- do you -- you know, could you tell if he was under the influence of any
drugs or alcohol?

A No. See, the -- that's what -- that's what I'm saying. 1 don't -- I can't
pass judgment on that because of what I do. In the barbershop business, you see, I got kids that
don't know drugs. Man, that spaz out on their parents. You understand me? I have kids that
have to be restrained in the chair (Indiscernible/inaudible 14:25) tape. So, I can't really tell you,
"Oh, yeah, he's on this. He's on that." You know what I'm saying? I wasn't up whole night, but
if I was up whole night, I could tell you. When the lady hit my car, when she wrecked my car,

the Spanish lady, when I got up on her, I smelled the alcohol, because that's where I work at, in

the club. I'm known for that. And I told the officer that time. I said, "Listen, I don't mind y'all
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not giving her no ticket, but she's drunk right now. She got -- she's on the shit with alcohol. You
got to do nothing about it?"
Ql And -- and where did the white guy come from? Do you know, did he
come out of the --
A This is what I asked my wife. Like, where did he come from? She
say -- she is -- I think she said he came from under the stairs or something by Fat Katz or
something. She said something about the police went over there, and I don't know. Like, I --
this -- sarge, I don't know where he came from. Like, I'm telling you, man. Like, he was drunk.
I -- I ran this by a lot of my brothers too. Like, my big brother's from (Indiscernible/inaudible
15:12) and all. (Indiscernible/inaudible 15:12) I run -- like, man -- like, the man would drop out
of his car, like boop and then just, you got to realize what I'm talking about. It's 4:10 on Las
Olas. If you know what I'm familiar with, Las Olas. We're in the back parking lot of Capone.
It's perfectly quiet. Only thing you can hear is a car if it go, if it drive by. You feel what I'm
saying? And you can hear every conversation from every corner. If somebody is talking over
here, you can hear that. If somebody is talking here, you can hear it. It's nothing. As long as

you don't have no music on -- who's -- who's going to play music at 4:07 in the morning in a

residential area after the clubs have closed?

Ql And had you ever seen this white guy before?
A No, sir.
Q1 Okay. You -- you mentioned- Who i-?
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A - is a homeless guy that be out there. He -- now him, he followed
the car, he followed, he's seen everything. You understand me? Don't let him play on your
intelligence. He's a -- he's -- he's one of those -- he's a snake. Let's put like that. He's a real
snake. Because I seen him like, if I'm feeding you, and I give you clothes and stuff every
morning, everything. I-- when I come there, I don't leave without giving- money. Every
time, -, see, from Thursday, Friday, Saturday from three to four years now, you get money
from me. Even when everybody, you know, they kick you because I don't like to kick nobody
when they're down. Even, I tell them, I try to chastise them. "Hey man, Brian love you man."
"Brian, why you're doing Brian like that? Why you're stealing his stuff, and why you're talking
to the people like that? Watch your mouth." You know what I'm saying -- saying? So it's like,
he's a wounded bear. Like, he's just hurting everybody. The guy upstairs, he tell the
(Indiscernible/inaudible 16:35) people, the guy upstairs selling drugs. This man gota -- a
degree. You know, stole the man's stuff, gave it to somebody else. Now, they're playing the
man bank account and all. Oh, he didn't have nothing to do with it. He had the other guy, Pop,
who cleaned up, had his bicycle stolen a couple times. This same guy. I mean, chastise him like,
"Man, why you're doing this stuff? And people bring you back to give you another chance. You
do it again. Now, they don't want you in the club. Now, they don't want you in the parking lot.
Now, you're scheming how to get back in. The scheme, you know, boom
(Indiscernible/inaudible 17:04) somebody else. You feel what I'm saying?

Ql The -- the white guy, before he interacted with the -- the group of that

black males, did he talk to anybody else or after he interacted with the -- the black males?
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A That's what I'm saying. After that (Indiscernible/inaudible 17:16), that
was -- he was just -- he was still (Indiscernible/inaudible 17:18). The last thing I seen him do

was chase the car.

Ql Okay. And --

A Run behind the car.

Ql -- and how long did this whole incident last before you left?

A Before I left, probably 2-3 minute tops. You know what I'm saying?

2-3 minute tops. Like, stuff like that happens. You try to just get away from it. You know what

I mean?
Q Okay, Mr. Rucker. Is there any other information you'd like to add?
A No. Just (Indiscernible/inaudible 17:42) with for -- for the guy. You

know what I'm saying? Because he -- that's -- that's -- that's something serious. I didn't know.
Because you have so many people with psychological events too, you know. So, I -- I -- like the
drug part and alcohol. I didn't smell it, didn't see it. You know what I'm saying? But we all

know both that things can happen. You know what I'm saying?

Q Okay.
A You know.
Q This will conclude the statement of Michael Rucker. The time is 1715

hours. Thank you Mr. Rucker.
A Hey man, anytime man. I'm a stand up man, making changes.

(End).
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330 Reviewed By

331  Transcribed December 20, 2023
332  V_DVSAN I/B 03 EMT
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INTERVIEW WITH MAJOR STEVEN SCELFO
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
LIEUTENANT KEVEN DUPREE

Date/Time of Interview: February 8, 2024/3:22 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

INTERVIEW WITH MAJOR STEVEN SCELFO
Q =SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
Q1 =LIEUTENANT KEVEN DUPREE
A =MAIJOR STEVEN SCELFO

Q Today's date is February 8, 2024, the approximate time is 1522 hours.
I'm Sergeant Aaron Wright with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department. Present with me today
is Lieutenant Keven Dupree. This statement is being taken at Fort Lauderdale Police Office of
Internal Affairs, which is located at 255 Northeast 3rd Avenue. With us today, here in this
matter as a witness, is Major Steven Scelfo.

As a sergeant with the Fort Laud-- Fort Lauderdale Police Department,

I can administer an oath. Will you raise your right hand for me? Do you swear to tell the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth in this statement?

A I do.

Q You can put your hand down. This will be a compelled statement

under Chief Authority Police -- Chief -- and order -- I order you to answer the following

questions. Will you state your full name and spell your last name for me, please?

A Steven Scelfo, S-C-E-L-F-O.
Q What is your current rank and assignment, sir?
A I'm a Major with the Police Department, assigned as the Chief's

Executive Officer.
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Q I'd like to call your attention in -- to 11/24/2023. It would be the day

after Thanksgiving, in an incident involving John Giga. Do you remember that incident?

A I do.

Q Were you working on that day?

A I was not, but I was called in and activated.

Q How were you made aware of the incident? Do you remember who

called you?
A I believe it was Sergeant Collis Atkinson who called me at around 5 in

the morning to let me know that we had an incident with one of our officers.

Q Once you received the phone call, did you respond to the -- the
incident --

A I did.

Q -- location? What did you learn when you arrived at the -- the incident
location?

A When I arrived on scene, I learned that one of our officers, Officer

John Giga, was apparently the victim of a aggravated battery where he sustained serious injury
requiring transport to the hospital. Isaw on the scene, just generally, we had the evidence tape
up. I did a quick survey of the scene, met with some of the detectives who were there, gave an
update to Acting Chief Victor London, conferred with him, he was responding to the scene as

well. And I, from there, responded to the hospital to check on the status of Officer Giga.
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Q If I could just go back for a second, you were called out, what was
your assignment at that time?

A At that time, I was not only District Commander for Police District 1,

but I was also serving as the Acting Assistant Chief of Operations.

Q When you responded to the incident location, was John Giga still there
or had he already left?

A He had already been transported.

Q When you talked to the officers on scene, did anybody have any

information for you at that point in time as to what transpired and how it transpired?

A I received just a general update on the scene that it appeared, I
remember that they were looking to try to see if there was video available, there wasn't any video
that had been received or obtained when I was on -- on scene that might have led us to figure out
who was responsible for the battery. Violent Crimes was on scene and I can't recall if it was
there or at the hospital that I was given an initial -- that Giga had given an initial statement that
he was getting off of a detail and was trying to break up a fight and that his -- his vehicle -- his
police vehicle was still there on the scene. I believe it was and I'm trying to recall, it was on the
west s-- east side of the building, around the corner from where the incident took place in the
parking lot. And I can't recall the name of the bar there, I think it was at one time, not Fat Cat's,
but Rush Street or something, it's changed the name so many times since I've been here but I can

picture it in my mind.
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Q The information that you were updated on, that Giga said that he was
in a fight or something to that sort, that was on scene or at the hospital, where you were?

A I can't -- I can't recall if I learned of that while in the initial scene, it
was very early in the morning, if it was at that initial scene or if it was at the hospital, but it was
relayed to me from Violent Crimes. I spoke with both Detective Leann Swisher and Sergeant
Don Geiger, that the initial statement from Giga was that he was breaking up a fight -- and that
he had gotten off a detail and was breaking up a fight. But he obviously had sustained head
injuries and didn't seem completely sure of what was going on around him, and from my
obs-- observation of him in the hospital, he was in pretty bad shape.

Q Okay. Iknow you said it was somebody from Violent Crimes. Do
you remember was it Detective Swisher, Goldsworthy, or -- or Sergeant Geiger who actually
briefed that to you?

A I spoke with Detective Swisher and I spoke with Sergeant Geiger.

Q Okay. So at that point in time, that -- based upon the information that
you received, that would lead you to believe that this was an on-duty?

A Correct. My take on the scene was, until we received information
otherwise, that it was, you know a battery -- an aggravated battery, and that -- it -- that he said he
was on duty, that we would take it at that va-- that face value until something was said otherwise.

Q While on scene after that information, did you ultimately determine

what had happened prior to leaving the hospital?

A We didn't determine exactly what had happened, no.
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Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT

LIEUTENANT KEVEN DUPREE

Date/Time of Interview: February 8, 2024/3:22 p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

Q Okay. So now that the narrative that he was at the -- at a nightclub or -
- or working a detail and you believe that this was based upon the working the detail and he
would be covered under duty, that would have us to do the -- the first injury report, correct?
A Correct. Because -- because of that initial statement, that's why I
believe I directed one of his sergeants or lieutenant at the time, "Go ahead and carry him as

on-duty and put him on night time and do the injury form."

Q Okay. So is it safe to say that, that Lieutenant, because that's who did

this, is Lieutenant Guerra?

A Yes.
Q Okay.
A Although, Lieutenant Guerra wasn't actually his lieutenant -- assigned

lieutenant at the time, I don't believe. I think he was just filling in on Day Shift and trying to get

the -- get the forms done.

Q But you -- you do recall talking to --

A Yes.

Q -- Lieutenant Guerra about this?

A Yes.

Q The highlighted narrative that's there, saying that -- it reads that

"Officer Giga attempted to break up a fight, sustained injuries." So, that's the narrative that came
from --

A Violent Crimes --

509



99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

114

115

116

117

118

119

INTERVIEW WITH MAJOR STEVEN SCELFO
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
LIEUTENANT KEVEN DUPREE

Date/Time of Interview: February 8, 2024/3:22 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Q -- Violent.

A -- who spoke with him.

Q While you were on scene, did you talk to Giga at all?

A I did not.

Q Okay. So Violent Crimes is the only one who gave this information

and they're saying that it came from --

A Giga.

Q -- Giga. Okay. And you informed and authorized Lieutenant Guerra
to complete that form to go over to -- to Risk Management?

A I did.

Q Okay. And that's -- that of course, that decision was made based upon

the information that you had at that time?

A Correct.

Q Okay. (Indiscernible/inaudible 08:31). Lieutenant? LT, you got
anything?

Ql Yeah. Lieutenant Dupree here. Major, just -- you -- you did respond

to the hospital after leaving the scene, correct?

A I did.

Ql Okay. While you were at the hospital, [ know you personally said you
didn't personally speak with Giga, did you observe any of the conversations with Giga and the

Violent Crimes personnel or anything, just from afar or anything of that sort?
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I did not hear anything that was said to him.
Okay.
It was too loud in that --
Got you, got --

-- environment.

-- you. And at any point, did -- and even if you didn't hear like what

was said, but at any point did you see any conversation between Officer Giga and any -- any

departmental personnel or anything of that sort?

A

There were a number of people that were there with him, in the room,

checking on him. I wasn't even aware that he was talking --

Ql
A
Ql

A

Okay.
-- at the time.
Okay.

Again, he looked pretty banged up to me from what I saw. So, I didn't

really see him talking at all. I did see people by him, but.

Ql

But nothing -- no one ever relayed anything more regarding the -- the

nature of the incident or anything to you? It never -- it was never brought -- brought to your

attention?

A

that we had at the time.

No, nothing -- nothing further other than that, the basic information
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140 Q1 Got you. Okay. And did you later become aware of the first report of
141  injury, I guess being for lack of a better term, withdrawn or whatnot, the submission of it being
142 withdrawn?
143 A I can't recall if I was made aware of it. I'm -- I'm trying to think back
144 on all the e-mails that I saw. And I -- I knew -- I knew that things had changed in the status of
145  the investigation and I knew that things had changed with him being willing to cooperate. I don't
146  recall, I -- I think maybe Chief Swisher or someone had said, "Hey, we're going to hold up on
147  this -- on this injury form."
148 Q1 Okay.

149 A But I didn't have any further involvement, nor -- nor was I briefed on

150  the information --

151 Q1 Okay.
152 A -- directly that -- that came up to have that pulled back.
153 Ql Okay, that was going to be my next question. Were you ever made

154  aware of why that information -- or why that form was -- was recalled since the --?
155 A No, I never had -- I never had an official briefing, I was asked to step

156  out as I was going to be a -- a witness, as you --

157 Ql Obviously.
158 A -- might recall.
159 Ql Got you, got you. And with this incident having occurred kind of in

160  the early morning hours and being involved in the -- then -- in the -- in the -- in the entertainment
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district or whatnot, was there any discussion at any point that either you were involved in or just

overheard regarding possible indication of alcohol use or anything of that sort?

A

No. I--1did hear that -- at one point later on, that he had been or

AVL indicated he had been over on the beach, but nothing that indicated alcohol use on his part,

one way or the other.
Q1
Q
A
Q

here today?
A
Q

you might like to add?
A
Q

time is 1535 hours.
(End).

Reviewed By

Okay. Got you. Okay. That's all I have. Thank you.
Okay. Major, is there any other information you'd like to add?
There's not.

Are there any other witnesses that we may have not been mentioned

Not to my knowledge, but also I haven't seen your witness list, so.

Okay. Are there any other issues that are relative to this matter that

No.

Okay. This will conclude the statement of Major Steven Scelfo. The

Transcribed February 21, 2024
V_DVSAN I/B 03 MAT
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER ASHLEY SCHEMTOB
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 11, 2024/10:03 a.m.
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER ASHLEY SCHEMTOB
Q =SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
Q1 = SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
A = OFFICER ASHLEY SCHEMTOB
Q Today's date is January 11, 2024. The time is approximately 10:03
AM. I am Sergeant Aaron Wright of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department. Present with me is
Sergeant Aidan Finnerty. This statement is being taken at the Fort Lauderdale Police Office of
Internal Affairs, located at 255 Northeast 3rd Avenue. With us today as a witness in this matter
is Officer Ashley Schemtob.
As a sergeant with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department, I can

administer an oath. Will you raise your right hand for me, please? Do you swear to tell the

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth in this statement?

A I do.
Q You can put your hand down.
A All right. This is a compelled statement under Chief of Police. I order

you to answer the following questions. Will you state your full name and spell your last name

for me?
A Ashley Schemtob, S-C-H-E-M-T-O-B.
Q What is your current rank and assignment?
A Patrol, District 3, Day Shift.
Q All right. Ashley, were you working November 24th, 20237
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A

Q

Yes.

Are -- did you respond to Broward General Hospital in reference to

one of our officers, John Giga, being injured?

A Yes.

Q Who directed you to go to BGH?

A Lieutenant Atkinson.

Q What did he tell you the reason that you would be responding to the
hospital?

A That there was -- one of our officers was injured and to relieve
midnights.

Q Do you --

A Just to stand by because it was one of our officers.

Q -- do you remember the officer that you were relieving?

A Officer Dejo.

Q Do you remember approximately the time that you got over there to

relieve him?

A Probably just after 6:00 AM, just a few minutes after.

Q Who was present at the hospital if you can remember when you
arrived?

A Just Dejo initially.
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SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 11, 2024/10:03 a.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Q At anytime while you were at the hospital, did you get the chance to
speak to Officer Dejo?

A Yes.

Q Did he brief you as to what he knew at that time would transpire?

A Yes.

Q Can you tell me what he -- he shared with you?

A He said that he had -- that there was like a -- however, the call came

out, I'm not certain exact verbiage of that. So they responded and he told his partner, which I
don't know who that was to try to get the victim's information. So then the officer came back to
him and said -- and just showed him his notepad and said, "John Giga." So then, Dejo was like,
"Oh." And then located the police car nearby and was either instructed or took, I'm not sure, his
belt and gun -- his vest and gun belt out of the vehicle. So he said, "I needed to take
po-- possession of that." But that's all he knew that he was beat up pretty bad.

Q At any point in time, did Dejo share with you what transpired to John
getting hurt at all?

A No.

Q Okay. Did you take possession of John Giga's equipment, and if so,
wha -- what was it?

A So, I opened the rear passenger door of my Tahoe and let Dejo place

the vel-- the vest and gun belt in my car.
Q So --
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The full outer carrier vest and the entire gun belt filled with the

department-issued handgun and magazines.

Q

mentioned?

A
was on his person.
you?

A

to go upstairs to ICU.

Q

-- was there any other property besides the property that you

At that time, from Dejo, no. The nurse later provided me property that

So the -- what was -- what was that property that the nurse provided to

His wallet and cell phone. She provided that to me when he was going

Okay. While you were on scene, were you instructed by anybody to

have your body camera on?

A

Q

A

Q

A

Yes.

And who was that?

At first, it was -- if I could look at my report?
Absolutely.

Okay. It was Lieutenant Genesee told me that my body camera needs

to be activated. So, I had asked -- I said, I wasn't there to do an investigation, I was just there

simply to stand by because it was one of our officers, and I wasn't talking to him or up by him. I

was just like in the waiting area, but I can see him. And then he said, "Okay, let me make sure,’

per Corte-- Cortez -- Captain Cortez? Captain Cortez, he says, "Yes, turn it on." So then, the
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Union were the-- was there, and they were just like, "In a hospital, no, we shouldn't turn it on,

and if you're doing the investigation, you turn it on, she's not doing it." So then Detective

Swisher from Homicide came and said, "You need to turn your body camera on. I'm going to be

asking him questions." So I was again like, "I'm not involved in that whole scenario. I'm just

here simply to stand by because one of our officers got injured. I'm not here for the

investigation." Sh-- I guess, she didn't have her body camera. So, I turned it on.

Q

Who from the Union, told you that the body camera shouldn't be on?

And I think it -- the -- the verbiage was, "If somebody wanted to talk to him that they could

activate their own BC," is that correct?

A

C Y Ol )

Q

Correct. It was Eric --

Okay.

-- Pekrol and Robert Strout were there.

So, this was a comment that they made directly to you?
Yeah.

So, let me just clarify this. So, you have a captain and a lieutenant

that's telling you, "You should have your body camera on," and then you have a sergeant that's

telling you "It doesn't need to be on," is that correct?

A

Q
A
Q

Correct.
And that sergeant is Sergeant?
Pekrol.

Okay.
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A I did ask because they were there. I did say, "Hey, I'm here to stand
by, and I'm -- they're telling me to turn it on." You know like, "You guys are saying, no. Like,
what do I do?" Because to be honest with you, it was -- I kind of got put in a bad situation
because of the back and forth be-- because of the situation. I didn't really know what to do at the
point.

Q So, is it safe to say that you felt that the direct -- that supervisors were
giving you were conflicting?

A Correct.

Q Per our policy with the BWC, what do you know to be the proper
procedure when you are out dealing with the public or any case like that?

A So, I know when you're dealing with the public or you're investigating,
interrogating, asking questions, getting affidavits signed, you are to have your body camera
turned on, recording at all times. If you are on a call, like say directing traffic, there's nothing
going on or for ex-- [ would say like sitting in the hospital, like in the waiting room, not involved
with people, you can have it in standby mode. I was under the impression that if somebody was
to be asking questions from Homicide or doing their investigation, that they should have their
body camera on.

Q I-

A Because if it's on mine, I'm to write and write my report based off of

my recordings and stuff, but [ wasn't involved in that. I'm not a homicide detective.
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Q But based on the fact that they didn't have the body camera there, that's
why you were asked to -- to keep yours on, is that your understanding?

A That's my understanding.

Q Okay. When Sergeant Pekrol told you to, "Shut your body camera off
or whoever is talking to him should activate theirs," did you shut yours -- your body camera off
at that time?

A No, I didn't shut it off until Detective Swisher said, "Okay, you can
turn it off now."

Q Why didn't you shut it off when Sergeant Pekrol asked it to be shut it
oftf?

A Because the -- the last direction I got was from -- from the Cap--
Captain Cortez, so I just said, "Okay," and notated it.

Q Okay. At any point in time, did you make contact with Giga after
getting his -- his vest, his belt, or anything like that?

A Well, I sat with him probably until 1:30 or 2:00. Once we went up to
ICU, I was in the room, but he was just like medicated.

Q Did he say anything to you while you guys were in the room together?

A No, he didn't know like really what was going on, I think, just based
off of what I saw between him and the nurse.

Q Did anybody else come in the room while you were present there with

Officer Giga?
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142 A Scott Moseley was in the room at one point when I was downstairs to
143 give -- [ was instructed to give crime scene Giga's vest and gun belt. So, I went downstairs.

144 When I came back, Moseley was in the room.

145 Q Did you get a chance to hear their conversation at all?

146 A No, I don't -- I don't think Moseley was talking to him.

147 Q Okay.

148 A He was just on the phone, like his personal phone.

149 Q Who relieved you upon leaving the BGH?

150 A Officer Daniel Fernandez.

151 Q Okay. At some point in time, and you can refer to your report --
152 A Okay.

153 Q -- at some point in time, I believe then Captain Scelfo gave you a
154  directive to --

155 A Yeah.

156 Q -- go sit in your car or something like that, right?

157 A Yes.

158 Q Why was that done?

159 A So, the nurse -- when he was still in trauma, the nurse said, "Who's

160  going to be sitting -- staying with this individual being a police officer?" So I said, "Well, that's
161  my job, that's what [ was here for." So, she provided me his wallet, and his cell phone, and a

162  bag. So then Detective Swisher had asked that same nurse a few minutes previously, "Hey,
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when he gets transferred up, I need to be up there." So, per their policy, only two people can be
in ICU at one time with the victim. So, she was going and then I had -- I was babysitting, I had
his stuff. So I was going to go, but the Union was like, "Well, no, one of us has to go as well."
So, I was just kind of in the hallway like, "I don't know what to do. I have his stuff. I was told to
be here and babysit." So then Captain Scelfo said, "Just go wait in your car until the detectives
and whoever's done with him up in ICU, we'll call you." So I said, "Okay, do you want me to
bring his wallet and cell phone with me to my car?" And he said, "Yes." So, I just put that with
his property that was in the back of my car at that point.
Q So, is it -- is it your understanding that there was a decision that per B
-- BGH's policy, only two people can go up? You were initially going to go up. Is it your
understanding that Captain Scelfo will make a decision for you to go to the car and the other

person who would go would be the Union member?

A Correct.
Q You being a police officer --
A Oh, yeah. It was -- Detective Swisher was training, I forget his name.

He's been here for -- Goldsworthy?

Q Mm-hm.

A So, them two to go up and then the Union started to fight back and
said, "No, this is one of our officers and one of us need to go up as well." So at some point or
whenever, there was three of them that went up, the two detectives and then Strout, but [ was in

my car.
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184 Q Is that a decision that was made by Captain Scelfo?
185 A That I'm not sure.
186 Q Have you ever been on the scene where you are there to either

187  investigating or stand by with an officer and a captain has told you, "No, instead go sit in your

188  car?"

189 A No.

190 Q Did you find that to be unusual?

191 A I found the whole situation to be a little mismanaged --

192 Q Okay.

193 A -- and yeah -- and conflicting.

194 Q Okay. Sergeant, anything?

195 Ql When you went after Captain Scelfo telling you to go to your vehicle,

196  do you know how long you were sitting in your vehicle, roughly?

197 A Probably, not more than an hour, --

198 Q1 Okay.

199 A -- but over 30 minutes.

200 Ql And do you know who from the Union said that they had to be with

201  Officer Giga when he was going up to ICU, when only two people were supposed to be with
202 him?
203 A Robert Strout.

204 Ql Okay.
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Q Is there any other information that you would like to add, maybe that I

didn't ask you here today?

A No.

Q Are there any other witnesses that may have not been mentioned here
today?

A No.

Q Is there any other issues relative to this matter that you feel need to be
addressed today?

A No.

Q Okay. This will conclude the statement of Ashley Schemtob. The

time is 10:19 AM.
(End).

Reviewed By

Transcribed January 12, 2024
V_DVSAN I/B 03 EMT
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INTERVIEW WITH TIMOTHY SEGUIN
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 24, 2024/4:05 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

INTERVIEW WITH TIMOTHY SEGUIN
Q =SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
Q1 = SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
A =TIMOTHY SEGUIN
Q Today's date is January 24th, 2024. The approximate time is 1605

hours. I am Sergeant Wright of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department. Presently with me is
Sergeant Aidan Finnerty. This statement is being taken at 300 West Broward Boulevard. We're
with the offices of Internal Affairs. Here today with us and is a witness in this matter. His name
is Timothy Seguin.

As a sergeant with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department, I can
administer an oath. Will you raise your right hand? Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth in this statement?

A Yes, sir.
Q You can put your hands down. Were you working, or who do you
currently work for?

A I work for Asta Parking. We run the parking lot at the location that the

incident occurred.

Q Were you working the night of November 23rd?
A [ was.

Q 2023?

A

I was, on that property.
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Are you familiar with the incident that transpired that night?
Iam.

Can you tell me in your own words, what you heard and what you saw

with regards to that incident?

A

So, there's a couple cars parked in the backside of the lot. A

gentleman pulls up and starts having words along the lines of telling the guys to leave. At the

time, you know, I was leaving. So I wasn't really paying attention and it was odd. Our detail

officer for that evening had gone home already. So there shouldn't have been any reason for

anybody to be saying anything. But I recognized at the time the vehicle looked familiar and I

couldn't -- I -- I didn't place it at the time.

Q

A

Q

A
department.

Q

A

When you say the vehicle, who's vehicle are you referring to?
The officer.
Okay, so--

I -- I knew after -- after the fact, I found out he was an officer with the

Okay.

And I have seen him before because he worked the details at Blondies

and parked in our lot over there. So his vehicle was familiar to me.

Q

A

Q

Have you identified who that officer is? Do you know him by name?
I do not know him by name.

Do you know him when you see him?
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Yes.

Okay. On the night in question, I just want to correct it. It would have

been the November 24th, early morning hours.

A

Q

Yes.

The gentlemen who were in the back parking lot of Capone's, were

they engaged in any fight amongst themselves?

A
Q
A
of malicious intent.

Q

A

Q

No. They were a little rowdy, but they weren't fighting.
Did you see any of them punch, hit, kick each other of their group?

Downgrading it by calling it playful slapping, but it was not anything

Okay.
It -- it -- it was like they were horsing around.

Okay. When the officer came, you said he came out from where, to

the parking lot, do you remember?

A

Q

A

Q

He was -- he was in his vehicle. At that point, when I saw him.
He was in his vehicle?
He was in his vehicle.

So, walk me through the time of him getting out of his vehicle to the

time he approached the group.

A

There was no time. He went straight to it.
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Q So when he went straight to it, what was he saying to them, if you
remember? What exactly did you hear him say?

A It's been long enough I only have a gi-- like a gist of it in my head, but

it -- it boiled down to get the hell out of here.

Q Okay, so you told -- you -- you heard him say, "Get the hell out of
here."

A Yeah.

Q Did you hear him use any racial slurs at all?

A I can't say yes or no to that. Unfortunately, I hear so many of them at

that location, I block them out in my head.

Q Okay. So the -- the officer who -- who came out, did you see him at
any time?

A I had seen him earlier in the night.

Q Right. When he was addressing this group, did you see him punching

any cars, hitting any windows of the vehicles or anything like that?
A When he hit his own hood is when I walked away. Because he

punched his own hood.

Q And where was his hood, where was his car parked at -- at the time?
A He was like right in front of them. He was -- he was blocking them.
Q His police car?
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He wasn't in -- he wasn't in the squad car. He was in -- he was in a

different -- different vehicle. I've never -- I've always seen the truck.

Q

get out of?

A

oo Lo L

officer?

A
them saying, "Fuck you."

Q

A

Q

A

Okay. What -- what -- what -- what -- what vehicle did you see him

I saw him in a truck.

Do you -- was it -- was it a marked?

No.

Wh-- do you remember what color it was?

Black.

Do you remember what the officer was wearing that night?
I do not. It's been that long.

Did you hear any words that the group have may have said to the

Because he didn't identify himself as an officer at the time, I remember

To the officer?
Yeah.
Okay, and you --

He -- he was not iden-- identified, so they weren't, you know, directing

it towards an officer. They were directing it towards a human being that was telling them what

to do.
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So, he was telling the group to, believe you say, "Get the hell out of

Yeah.

And their response back to him was "Fuck you?"
Mm-hm.

So, at no point in time did you hear --

That's when I --

-- the exact conversation between the two?

I was far enough away. I wasn't right there. I was 40 feet away and as

soon as that's happening, I'm gone --

Q

O el Ol S Ol Y G R

Okay.

-- because the -- this neighborhood too much, yeah.

Is it safe to say that the officer came out and he was the aggressor?
Yes.

In this situation?

Yes.

Because at no time did you see the group come towards him? It was --
No. They --

-- the officer that, he -- he approached them.

He -- he approached them.

Okay. (Indiscernible/inaudible 06:52).
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Q1 Can you -- can you just -- where the officer where did his -- parked his
vehicle?
A In the middle of the roadway -- in the parking lot roadway. He -- he

didn't pull into a parking spot, he kind of blocked them, not fully, but--
Ql Okay. So -- so the -- so, his car was facing east west in that kind of

direction, or west east?

A No, it was east. He had --

Q1 Okay.

A -- come -- he had come from that parking lot is in an L form.

Q1 Okay.

A He came from the north side coming south and turned towards the
east.

Ql Okay. And prior to him arriving, the -- the group of gentlemen that

were in the -- that were in the parking lot, were they hanging, just hanging out there or had you
seen them there like throughout the night?

A They had been there, you know, they had parked earlier in the night. It
wasn't like they had just gotten there, but they had parked earlier, gone and done their thing and
they were hanging out at the car at this point.

Ql And do you know how many -- how many people were in this group

and can you describe them?
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Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 24, 2024/4:05 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

A I cannot tell you how many people were in the group, because they

were in and out of two cars.

Ql And where were those cars parked?
A Halfway -- halfway from the east entrance, halfway to where it turns.
Ql Okay. And was there any other car in front of the -- was there any

other car blocking, we'd say, the -- the passage through for the cars that are parked in the parking
lot?

A I don't remember at this time.

Ql Okay. And the officer, did he -- was he wearing any gun belt? Any

shirt that said police --

A No.
Ql -- on it or anything to --
A No.
-- identify him?
A No.
Ql As an officer?
A No.
Q1 Okay.
Q Is there any other information that you'd like to add that maybe we

didn't ask? (Indiscernible/inaudible 09:04).

Ql (Indiscernible/inaudible 09:07).
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Q Is there any additional information that maybe I didn't ask that you'd
like to add to it?
A Unfortunately, everything -- anything else I know is from what I've
heard after the fact.
Q Okay. Are there any other witnesses that may have been working with
you that night in the parking lot?
A I was the only one in that area at the time.
Ql Just one other question. Did you at any time see the officer come out
of the -- the bar, the rear of the bar?
A Earlier. He came out of Capone's like 20 minutes earlier.
Ql Okay. And -- and say from where the -- where he had the interaction,
you said you were roughly 40 feet away.
A Mm-hm.
Q1 If his vehicle was parked on the east side, which is Southwest 3rd
Avenue, where were you in relation to him?

A He was -- I -- I was on Southwest 3rd. He was in between -- he was at

the midpoint in the lot. He had not pulled all the way through.

Ql Okay. And did you see him bang on any --
A Only his own.

Ql -- windows?

A No.
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Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: January 24, 2024/4:05 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Ql You said he banged on his hood --

A Bang on his hood.

Ql -- on the hood of his car. Okay.

A At that -- and that's the point where I'm gone.

Ql And did you watch the video? Did you see --

A I did not see --

Ql -- the video of this incident?

A -- I did not see the video.

Q1 Okay.

A That's why everything's so hazy, because it was a -- it had been a 14-

hour day for me.

Q So, just -- just so I'm clear. The physical altercation between the two,
you had already left, you did not witness anything, right?

A I did not witness that, I found out about it the next evening when I
came to work, when an officer asked me about camera footage.

Q Alright, if you could, because I know I kind of botched up your -- your
-- your last name, could you state your first name and spell your last name for me?

A Timothy Seguin, S-E-G-U-I-N.

Q Okay. Thank you so much, Mr. Seguin. This will conclude our taped
statement. The current time is 1616 hours.

(End).
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INTERVIEW WITH KARA STIMPSON

Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: December 17, 2023/4:38 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

INTERVIEW WITH KARA STIMPSON
Q =SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
Q1 = SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
A =KARA STIMPSON
Q Today's date is December 17, 2023. The time is approximately 1638
hours. I am Sergeant Aaron Wright of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department. Present with me
at this time is Sergeant Aidan Finnerty of Internal Affairs. This statement is being taken at the
Fort Lauderdale Office of Internal Affairs, located at 255 Northeast 3rd Avenue.
With us today, in this matter as a witness, is Kara Stimpson?
A Mm-hm.
Q As a sergeant with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department, I can
adminis-- administer an oath. Will you raise your right hand for me, please?
A Mm-hm.
Q Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth
in this statement?
A I do.
Q You can put -- you can put your hands down. Can you state your first

and spell your last name for me?

A First name is Kara, last name Stimpson S-T-I-M-P-S-O-N.
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INTERVIEW WITH KARA STIMPSON
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
Date/Time of Interview: December 17, 2023/4:38 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437
Q Okay. Ms. Stimpson, we're here today in regards to a matter that took
place on 11/24/2023 at the -- in the parking lot of Capone's. Are you familiar with the -- the
incident I'm talking about?
Yes, sir.
Were you present in the parking lot that night?

Yes, sir.

In your own words, can you tell me what you saw that night?

-0 o Lo »

What I saw was a gentleman. He was rushing from the back of
Capone's. The police came and ranned him off from back there, and he was walking through the
parking lot. When he was going his way to the parking lot, he hit the passenger mirror of the car
that [ was sitting in. Once he got across the street, it was a group of gentlemen that was there. It
was -- | think it was a Honda that I believe, he was talking with those people at the back of the
club, then it was the Mercedes Benz in which he was hitting on and it was a -- I want to say it
was a truck. In front of the Benz, parallel, it was a car parked there and he was a part of the
gentlemen that was over there in the Benz. They were all talking. The dude came over there,
and he said something and then I heard him say, "Nigger." The dude who had the car that was
parked pararrel -- parallel, jumped in his car and he reversed all the way out the parking lot and
pulled out. Then the gentleman went to saying something to the dudes that was in the Benz and
they were -- [ don't know, we put up the window, so we couldn't really make out what was said
by them, but we could see it was like a back and forth. They jumped inside of their car and they

pulled off. As they're pulling off, before they hit that corner by the dumpster, the dude ran up to
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the car and was punching the driver window. So, the car just stopped and paused. So by then,
we pretty much just left. We went the opposite direction, the same direction the gentleman

backed the car out. We went that way. So what happened around that corner, we don't know.

So, we didn't see nobody get out of the car. We didn't see nothing. We just know it stopped by
the dumpster and -- and that was that.

Q When you say the dude walked out from -- from -- from the building,
what color -- what color is that -- that -- that the gentleman that you're talking about?

A He's a white dude.

Q And --

A He's a white, big, like kind of stocky. He was buff, like he was tall.
Look country type, like he was built.

Q Would you know him again if you saw him?

A I wouldn't know him, not by face, but like by the physique, I can
possibly yeah.

Q Do you know if he knew the gentleman that he was in the argument
with?

A I highly doubt it, I doubt it. Because nobody seemed familiar with him
when he came over there, so I doubt it.

Q The gentleman who you referred to, the big dude, the white dude, --

A Mm-hm.
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INTERVIEW WITH KARA STIMPSON
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
Date/Time of Interview: December 17, 2023/4:38 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437
Q -- what color were the people that he was having the -- the
confrontation with?
A They were all black, they were all black.
Q And did you clearly hear the -- the white gentleman refer to the blacks
with racist terms --?
A Because I wanted about -- [ wanted about -- [ want to say, he said
something about, "Nigger, you going to move this car," it was something in reference to that, it

was something in reference to that. And that, yeah, because we just tuck -- put up the window

because we knew it was going to be something that came from that because we like, "What the

fuck?"
Q The -- the gentlemen who were in the parking lot --
A Mm-hm.
Q -- when the -- when the -- when the white gentleman came into the

parking lot, had the -- the group of black gentlemen, had they said anything to the white
gentleman first?

A Mm-mm. They were all talking amongst each other. Like, the car was
parked there, the dude that was driving that car was standing there, the other dudes were standing
by the Benz, so they all just standing there talking, and he just came out, and like I said, it was a
Honda that was next to him, it's like a black car, so, I'm not sure if the people that was in that car

was with him or not, yeah.
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INTERVIEW WITH KARA STIMPSON
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
Date/Time of Interview: December 17, 2023/4:38 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437
Q The group of gentlemen that were outside talking to each other when
the -- when the white gentleman came up, were they fighting each other?

A Mm-mm. They've been -- they've been out there talking the whole

time because they was across from us. So, they was just out there talking the whole time.

Q So, it didn't appear to you that the --

A Mm-mm.

Q -- white gentleman --

A That's -- that's how I knew they didn't know him because when he

came over there, they just kept talking until he said what the fuck he said. So --

Q So the -- the gentlemen who were -- were sitting there talking, could --
could have been that they were involved in a argument or fight when the white guy came to
break it up? Did that look like that to you?

A Uh-uh because we was out there, shi-- we was literally just sitting in
the car. They was standing over there talking the whole time. So, they was out there talking
maybe 15-20 minutes before this even -- before this even kicked off. They've been out there
talking because we've been sitting in the car.

Q So, it didn't look like they was in the argument?

A They -- they didn't know him --they didn't know him. Because -- and
the boy who drove the car that pulled off, he was turned off by it. So, the second he seen that
shit starting, he just jumped in his car and he just reversed all the way the fuck out. He ain't want

no part of this place, so, let me just, yeah.
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Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
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Case #: 34-2311-227437

Mm-hm.

And they -- even with them, when they got in their car and pulled off,

it's like, nobody wanted to entertain that. Like, nobody had time for that shit. So, I'm like, okay,

let's just go. And he ran behind that car and went to punching and it's like --

Q

So the group of -- of -- of -- how many would you say, three or four

young black males out there?

A

I'd probably say, because I think the dude was by himself, the one that

back out and there probably was maybe three, maybe three or four in -- in the Benz, maybe three

or four.

ol e

A

Did they look like they were trying to start the fight or did they --
Mm-mm.
-- look like or --

Everybody just went about their business. Everybody just was like, all

right, let me just, because they know how shit go in Las Olas, so no-- nobody be going parts of

that. So it's like, okay, let's just slide. But when he ran after that car, that just made a difference.

So, I was like, "It didn't make no sense."

Q

SR S e

So, you observed him running after the car --
Yeah, he's --

-- punching their car?

Mm-hm. Mm-hm.

Were their windows up or down?
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INTERVIEW WITH KARA STIMPSON

Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: December 17, 2023/4:38 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Their windows was up -- their --
So, he --
-- windows was up.

-- he didn't reach into the car and punch anybody, he was just

No, he was punching -- he was punching the thing, because we -- you

could hear, because the car had none -- like, after he punched it the first time, the car had just

stopped. So, you could hear his knuckles bouncing off the -- off the glass, so that was like, it's

just time to go, it's time to go.

Q

A

Sergeant Finnerty?

Because they -- they -- at that time, they could've, you know, like, if

they would've pulled out a gun, they would've been shooting, but (Indiscernible/inaudible 07:49)

mm-mm, because it was like, there was no need for that. If they was already leaving, why are

you running behind the car, punching the car? Like, it's that case's closed to me, like, they gone.

Mm-hm.
Q1
A
Q1

A

Ql

Ms. Stimpson, just a few questions for you.
Mm-hm.

Can you describe which car you were in?
We were in a black Dodge Challenger.

And -- and was your vehicle reversed into the parking space?
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INTERVIEW WITH KARA STIMPSON
Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY
Date/Time of Interview: December 17, 2023/4:38 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437
139 A Yeah, we were back in, like this, on the backside of the club. So, we
140  were facing the parking lot.

141 Ql So, if I came out of the club, out of the rear door, your vehicle was

142 reversed into the closest spot --

143 A Mm-hm.

144 Ql -- closest to the door?

145 A Yes, sir.

146 Ql Okay. And who else was in the car with you?

147 A It was me and my husband, Michael.

148 Ql And what's Michael's last name?

149 A Rucker.

150 Ql Okay. So, it was just the two of you in the vehicle?

151 A Uh-huh.

152 Ql Okay. And were all the windows down when -- when you heard this

153  interaction going on?

154 A Yeah, when it first started, yes.

155 Q1 Okay. And I know you described the gentleman as a white stocky
156  guy.

157 A Mm-hm.

158 Ql Do you remember what he was wearing that night?

159 A Idon't, I don't.
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Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: December 17, 2023/4:38 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

160 Ql Okay. Did he ever identify himself as a police officer?
161 A Mm-mm. Nobody knew he was a police till that shit trickled down, I
162  want to say, the next day or two days later. So that was when I was like, "Oh! that's crazy, that's

163  fucked up." Like --

164 Ql But you didn't -- you didn't see this white gentleman wearing any --
165 A Mm-mm.

166 Ql -- like a gun belt --

167 A Mm-mm.

168 Ql -- with a firearm --

169 A Uh-nuh.

170 Ql -- with bulletproof vest on --

171 A Mm-mm.

172 Ql -- or anything like that?

173 A Even if he was undercover, you couldn't even tell. You wouldn't tell.

174 You wouldn't know.

175 Q1 Okay.

176 A And he never identified himself. And that was the first thing I said
177  when they said that he was a police officer. I said, "Well, they -- he never identified himself

178  when he came out there with that shit, that -- that they'd have just handled him accordingly." But

179  that's, yeah, no, he was never identified.

9112



180

181

182

183

184

185

186

187

188

189

190

191

192

193

194

195

196

197

198

199

200

INTERVIEW WITH KARA STIMPSON

Interviewer: SERGEANT AARON WRIGHT
SERGEANT AIDAN FINNERTY

Date/Time of Interview: December 17, 2023/4:38 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Ql And how long did this whole interaction take place from the time that
you saw this -- this white gentleman until -- until you left?

A It was -- it was quick. I want to say maybe -- maybe like 3 minutes
because when he came out, he was already like belligerent. So when -- when he came out, it was
already (Indiscernible/inaudible 09:59). Like I say, he hit the mirror when he was walking by. It
wasn't intentional but that's how fast he was moving. So, everything just went, I don't know. He
was -- he was fucked up.

Ql Now, based -- based on that, when you say he was fucked up or

belligerent, can you -- can you describe, did he appear to be under the influence of alcohol or --

A Yes.
Ql -- drugs or --?
A Because he came out and he was wild, like he was wild. He was wild

and he just went to talking out loud and stuff with people, like you don't know these people, so
it's like, why you say something, "Move your car Nigger" like, it was -- he was -- he was drunk.

He was really drunk.

Q1 So before and -- and as he was walking by your car, --
A Mm-hm.
Ql -- did he say -- was he talking to himself before he interacted with

the -- with the other gentleman that were in the parking lot?
A I can't recall.

Ql Okay.
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Date/Time of Interview: December 17, 2023/4:38 p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

A I don't know if he just shot by fast, that was it.
Q1 And -- and my last question, was there any damage to your vehicle?
A I don't think so. You'll have to ask him, because I don't check cars.

That's one thing I get (Indiscernible/inaudible 10:53) with all the time.

Q1 And -- and last question.
A Mm-hm.
Ql Apart from the -- yourself and your husband and the other gentleman

that were involved in this, were there any other people that witnessed this event, do you know?
A The person I would say would be Dave. It would be-, the

homeless dude. Because when it started, I believe he was standing like behind our car. And

then, I remember he kind of -- he pretty much followed it because he -- I -- I remember he

walked around the corner. And that was the last I seen him that night. So --

Ql So -- so Dave is a homeless?

A The homeless dude. Mm-hm.

Ql And can you describe Dave?

A He probably maybe like 5'6" - 5'7." Like, he looks rough.

Q1 Okay.

A Like, hair just -- hair just disheveled. He always has a backpack and

there's really nothing much to him, just, you know?
Ql And is -- is he a white male or a black male?

A He's a white male.
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Ql White male?

A Mm-hm.

Q1 Okay.

Q Is there any other information that you'd like to add to your statement?
A No. I'm just upset that he represented y'all like that, that's all.

Because, [ mean, you know what I'm saying, what his occupation was, he could have went
without it -- he could have went without that.

Q Yeah, probably one of -- one of our fine moments.

A Because like I say, like I say, oh, Fort Lauderdale's not going to stand
by (Indiscernible/inaudible 12:19), absolutely not.

Q Okay. Well, we thank you for coming in. This will conclude the
statement of Kara Stimpson. The time is 1652 hours. Thank you.

A All right then.

(End).

Reviewed By

Transcribed December 20, 2023
V_DVSAN I/B 03 MAT
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INTERVIEW WITH I
Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: / am./p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

mterVIEW WITH [N

Q = DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY

Q1 =DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER
A=

Let's do this real quick. Let's talk about -- you -- you talked about him

hitting on the window that he went around the corner, but you didn't see what happened around

the corner.

A

>0 o o P> L

Q1
A
Q1
A

No.

When did you then talk to the girl?

That was like a week after.

Okay. So, not that night?

No, not that night.

How did -- how did that come about?
(Indiscernible/inaudible 00:17).

No.

I'm seeing more cars pull up and it scares the shit out of me.
I mean, I don't know who those people are.

You seem nice. Derek (Phonetic) told me I'm not in trouble, so.
You're not in trouble at all.

He just wanted me to stick around. He didn't want me to get in trouble

because 1 have a tendency to not sit too long and want to go home.
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iNTERVIEW WITH I
Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: / a.m./p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

So --

I stayed because basically I had to talk to you.

And we appreciate it.

Yeah. So do me a favor, let's start from just -- just --
It's hard for me to keep --

I know. Just start from the beginning. He gets there, he walks up,

He goes into the club --
He goes into the club --
-- comes out --

-- uh-huh.

-- a little bit like he's on something because a lot of people don't go

around parked car windows --

Q1

A

Okay. So he comes out of the --

-- or calling somebody a nigger to their face. There's plenty of blacks

out there, but he went out for one person.

Q1
A
Ql

A

Q1

Do you know why he would've gone there?

[ don't know.

So he walks out of the club and he walked directly to --
Where he was parked at.

Okay. And they started going back and forth verbally --

Page 2|20
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ivterview wiTH NG

Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER
Date/Time of Interview: / a.m./p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437
(Indiscernible/inaudible 01:25).
-- or?

I don't know what it was about. I really didn't -- I wasn't paying no

mind to it. I was trying to get my little thing, go -- a little bit of money, get on the bus at 5:00

AM. He went to pull out and he just punched the window, punch on the window. The window

was down too --

money.

clear.

Ql
A

Ql
A

Q1

Ql

Ql

Mm-hm.

-- like T said, the window -- the driver's side, but he never hit him.
That you saw --

I don't know what it --

-- that so you saw (Indiscernible/inaudible 1:49)?

-- that I saw, yeah, and I see, I got him on the corner. I didn't pay no

Okay.
I know Greg (Phonetic) went out, the manager.
Okay.

Like I said, I don't get along with people at the home. T try to stay

Yeah.

So when you did hear them communicating --
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A I -- I heard whatever -- I'm trying to tell you, that wasn't to beat -- there

wasn't a -- a fight. It was literally a beating.
Ql Okay. And --

A Okay. Ididn't know he was a cop. He played -- he came at it like a
security guard, Sway Security -- Sway Sheriff was security on the back of my mouth. Ididn't

see him get out of no patrol car.

Q1 And the communication -- the -- the back and forth between the two?

A And then after that, it's like, after all that even happened, put him in an

ambulance. I mean, you know.

Q1 Did --
A And then I kept fucking hear stories about it. I was like --
Ql I'm not worried about the stories, but when -- when you heard the

officer, which you now know is an officer and the other guy talking back and forth, what did you

hear?
A -- all I kept on hearing was the "N" word -- the "N" word.
Q1 And who was saying that?
A To me it's like, "Why do you want come start with somebody in the

parking lot we don't even know?"

Q1 Dude, who was saying the "N" word?
A The officer.
Q1 The officer was saying?
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A Yep.
Q1 And how many times?
A Like three or four times. What -- what I'm trying to -- trying to

explain to you guys is why are you going to come in the parking lot and start with somebody
when people try to go home? Why are you going to escalate it?

Q1 Okay.

A (Indiscernible/inaudible 3:28). All they want to do is go home. He
was going to get into his car to go home. He escalated and I can tell you the way he was looking,
it looked -- it looked like he was on something. When he went to the hospital, you guys should

have tested his alcohol level -- the officer.

Q Let me ask you this? Had --

A I don't think they tested.

Q -- had you ever seen him before?

A No, never. And I know all the cops. I'm friends with Derek, still a

cop. I'm friends with -- I used to work at his home. It's how well I know Derek. That's why
Derek let me see his number, if something does happen to me. I can call him and he'll come.

But like I said, if something does happen to me, he -- he won't be the first one I call.

Q Okay.

A It'll be my family. They'll come a lot quicker.
Q1 Do you swear that the information that --

A Yes, I do.
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— you told us is the truth?

Ijust want to — right now all I want to do is try to hustle me up a little

bit ofmoney and at five o'clock in the morning comes.

QI
A
Ql
A
Ql
A
Ql
A
QI
A

I have —

Ql

Ql

QI

QI

-. your first name is- 01‘-?
-. And your last name 1s —

Yep.

Your date ofbirth 1s?

- I'm 53 right now.

Okay.

Luckily, I'm still alive. I lost my mom in 2020. Ilost my dad m 2014.

I'm sorry —

— nobody.

— I'm sorry.

I'm lucky, it's only me.

Is there anything else that you think might be important —
No.

— that we haven't asked you?
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122

123

124

125

126

127

128

129

130

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

140

141

142

A

INTERVIEW WITH I
Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER
Date/Time of Interview: /  a.m./p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

All T want to do is just, like I said, I'm trying to help you guys as much

as I can. I want my name out of this. Please protect my name. That's all you got to do.

Ql

A

> o o O

more.

> o » O

Q

All right.

I don't want my name to come up in anything please.
I understand.

But you know that it's important to us to --

If my name pops up --

-- (Indiscernible/inaudible 05:15).

Listen, you realize if my name pops up, I -- I won't be in Florida no

All right.

Tl.lcy will come at me.
All right.

Anybody.

All right. Listen I hcrc we are, what we're trying to do is identify

the person that drives that Mercedes. You said something earlier that guy --

A

Q
05:38)?

A

Q

Yeah, if you want to --

-- that the guy -- he's the guy who drives (Indiscernible/inaudible

-- you want to find -- find him.

Is the guy drives the truck?
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143

144

145

146

147

148

149

150

151

152

153

154

155

156

157

158

159

160

161

162

A

inTERVIEW WiTH N

Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: / a.m./p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Besides the 18 wheeler, piece of cake, I don't know

(Indiscernible/inaudible 5:44), come down here on the weekend.

>

Q
A

All right.
Come here on Saturday.
(Indiscernible/inaudible 05:54).

I mean, if I see him again, one of y'all just give me your number, I'll

call you, but I cannot be around when you guys come.

Q
A

Q1

-0 O »

something.

Ql
A

Q

Understood. And that's why -- why we're talking.

Please. I'm dead serious.

Okay.

Because I will get killed..

And that's why -- that's why we're talking over here not over there.
Well, no, I told Derek I was coming over here, it's safer for me.
All right.

But if I see him, one of y'all give me a number or your card or

And ['ve text you now.
I'll just call you when he comes.

All right. Definitely. And, I am going to try to ask this question

again. You said he drives a truck. How do you know that?
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163

164

165

166

167

168

169

170

171

172

173

174

175

176

177

178

179

180

181

182

183

A

INTERVIEW WITH I
Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: / a.m./p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

1 told you he does. And he -- he showed me pictures on his phone of

him driving an 18 wheeler.

Q

A

Q

06:33)?

>0 0 >

>0

Q

Okay.
(Indiscernible/inaudible 6:31)

How long ago would you say that he showed (Indiscernible/inaudible

Like a week -- like a week ago. I've been seeing him a lot.
So (Indiscernible/inaudible 6:38)?

He comes out periodically and then he leaves.

All right.

Comes into the nightclub, hangs out and goes away.

All right.

I'm just saying --

So, prior to the night all that happened, he did -- he didn't show you

the truck pictures that happened --

A

A
Ql
down here? That's me.

A

No.
-- after?
At all. I'm just saying it, (Indiscernible/inaudible 07:01).

So after -- after this incident happened with the officer, he was back

(Indiscernible/inaudible 7:10).

Page 9|20



184

185

186

187

188

189

190

191

192

193

194

195

196

197

198

199

200

201

202

203

204

Ql

QI

Q!

Ql

Ql

Q1

wvrerviEw wiTH NG

Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview:/ _ am./p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

I texted you too.

Yeah. I guess he texted me your name.

Oh, I think that might've been me.

No, it was -- no, it was Derek or you?

That was might have been me.

Oh, yeah? Yeah.

Yeah, that's me.

Hold on.

So he's been here after this incident happened?

No, I haven't seen him siﬁce.

Okay.

I haven't seen the car, nothing. And that's the only car he drives.
So the pictures of the truck that he shows you that he's a truck driver?

(Indiscernible/inaudible 7:45). He's -- he goes -- he does trucking out

of like Port St. Lucie and that area.

. R S © B

How long ago would you say he showed you that?

A week and a half, two weeks when he first started coming back there.
Okay.

He's not a troublemaker --

And again?

-- not by a long side. He's not a troublemaker.
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205

206

207

208

209

210

211

212

213

214

215

216

217

218

219

220

221

222

223

224

225

O S e O e

A

wrervIEW WITH I

Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER
Date/Time of Interview: / a.m./p.m.

Casc #: 34-2311-227437
(Indiscernible/inaudible 8:04)
He just got caught up in something that is stupid.
Do you know -- do you know (Indiscernible/inaudible 8:10) --
Listen, I would've walked away.
-- do you know any of the other people that are with you --
No.
-- seen him before or?

No. I'm here every night officer -- detective. Every night, I hustle,

like I said, I hustle, I make my money, I get on the bus from five, I go home. I'have antibiotics I

got to take. You don't realize I just had surgery and I'm now here.

Q1
A
Ql
Q
(0}
A
little luggage wheels?
Q1
A
Ql

A

What did you have surgery on?

My leg.

Oh! What was it?

Yeah. (Indiscernible/inaudible 8:43).
Was it --

I was on the 22 bus going home one morning. Do you know those

Yeah.
They got fit into my leg --
Oh! Eesh.

-- put -- put the hole like this to the bone.
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226

227

228

229

230

231

232

233

234

235

236

237

238

239

240

241

242

243

244

245

246

nTERVIEW WITH I
Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER
Date/Time of Interview:/ _ am./p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

Ql Eesh.

A So I had to go to West Boca Medical (Indiscernible/inaudible 9:00)

and have surgery done. I went in, I was out the next day with a cast -- with a cast put on my leg.

Q1 Mm-hm.

A (Indiscernible/inaudible 9:13) quick.

Ql Apparently.

A So, right now I'm using my shoe as a slide because I have a blister. It's
killing me.

Ql Eesh.

A So, I'm a little messed up. Don't -- don't get me wrong, but I make

ends meet also. I have -- I try to survive. I used to be homeless, guys. I wasn't like these guys
though. You know where they're walking among the cars, bothering people. 1 don't drink

anymore. 1don't do drugs, nothing. I just try to survive but if I happen to see the car, then I have

your number. Do you mind if I keep it?

Ql You can keep it and call me when you see them?

A If I see the car I'm going to call her. She can call you or I'll call Derek.
Q That'll work too.

A I'd really like to, I almost be done with this, so I can like possibly try

and make some money guys. Please.
Q1 I understand.

A I haven't eaten --
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247

248

249

250

251

252

253

254

255

256

257

258

259

260

261

262

263

264

265

266

267

A

Q

inTERVIEW WITH [N

Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: / a.m./p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437
Let me ask you this?

-- three days.

If I showed you some pictures, would you be able to tell who the

person is that was in the car?

A

>0 L0

Q

I might be.

All right. Would you be willing to take a look at the pictures?
I'll try to help you as much as I can.

Yeah, absolutely.

I just don't want --

That's all we're going to ask of you and then we're going to go our way

and we're going to let you go on your way, okay? Fair enough?

A

o 0o o o » L

A

I really got to try and go make some money, get --

All right.

-- me something, right now. I haven't eaten for two days.
I hear you. If -- if that's fair enough, that's what we do?
No problem.

All right.

I'm glad I could help you.

(Indiscernible/inaudible 10:44)?

That right there doesn't look like a cop car. I actually have one of

those in West Palm on 28 inch wheels. I customized my car. My uncle helps. Ihad that same
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268

269

270

271

272

273

274

275

276

277

278

279

280

281

282

283

234

285

286

287

288

INTERVIEW wITH I
Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: / a.m./p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

car. This is why I chose to meet up over here because if we were done up until nine o'clock, 1

would've begin questions right after that.

Q1
Q
Q1

Ql
totality?
A
Ql
A
QI
A
Ql
A
Q
QI

something real quick.

Q

All right.

Yeah. [ wouldn't (Indiscernible/inaudible 11:06)?
No. We're not done.

We've been around a little longer than that.

Yeah, but no, I have too many people that.

How long -- how many times do you think you've seen this guy in

Three, four times down here, but it was. I'm trying to help you --
I know.

-- (Indiscernible/inaudible 11:27).

I'm going to have you looked at a couple of pictures and then?

-- I'm just trying to help Derck as much as I can.

Uh-huh.

But --

(Indiscernible/inaudible 11:34).

(Indiscernible/inaudible 11:37). Allright. I'm going to read you

We don't -- listen, we don't want to influence what you do. Look at

these pictures. So we have to -- we have to read this to let us, you know?
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289

290

291

292

293

294

295

296

297

298

299

300

301

302

303

304

305

306

307

308

309

inTERVIEW WITH INIEIEGNGNGNGGEEEEGE
Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: / a.m./p.m.
Casc #: 34-2311-227437

A Yeah. I'm really go make some money. I got to eat guys. I'm sorry.
Q We're going to get you there in two minutes.

Q1 In a moment I'm going to show you a series of photographs.

A Yeah, no problem.

Q1 The person who committed the -- well, who was involved in this

incident may or may not be included. Remember, it's just important to clear innocent people
from suspicion, as it is to identify guilty parties. Please keep in mind that things like hairstyles,
facial hair and appearance in general can casily be changed and that complexion colors may
appear -- also appear lighter, look significantly different. They may appear li ghter or darker in
the photographs. The photos will be shown to you one at a time and not any particular order.
Take as much time as you need to examine them. In this lineup, there are some photos
potentially left blank. This is part of the normal process. Even if you identify someone during
the procedure, I will continue to show you all the photographs. You should not feel like you
have to identify anybody. If you identify someone, I will have you sign your name to the photo
that you selected. I will ask you, is this a person that was driving the gray Mercedes that night?
And then tell me in your own words why you think it is that person. I will note your exact words
regarding the identification. Regardless of whether or not you make an identification, will
continue to investigate this incident. So this is going to be -- actually shuffle these up.

A How many photos are there?

Q1 There's eight, but two of them are blank (Indiscernible/inaudible
13:24).
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310

311

312

313

314

315

316

317

318

319

320

321

322

323

324

325

326

327

328

329

330

Ql
A
Q
Ql
initials on there.
Q
Ql
A
Q1
A
Q
Q1
same as [}
A
Q1
A
Ql

A

QI

mwtervVIEW wWiTH NI

Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER
Date/Time of Interview: / a.m./p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437
But we have to show?
Like is that your picture in there too?
It's the blank one?
Not, no, not this time.

This is number one and you just write a number one on it and put your

So just put number one over here?
And put your initials on it? And --
My initials?

Yeah, like N

[ hate signing shit like this. Come on.
(Indiscernible/inaudible 13:52).

Not a signature, it's s just alll -- shoot. My husband's initial is the

Why? What are they?
B His initials.
The husband's?

Yeah.
1t's not N, | hope.

Nope. No, no, no, close. They're not. That's number two. It -- there's

ano. Put a number two and your initials on there? All right. This is number three. No?
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331

332

333

334

335

336

337

338

339

340

341

342

343

344

345

346

347

348

349

350

351

Ql
A
Ql
A
Ql
A
Ql
Q
Ql
A
Ql

A

Ql

wrerview wiTH GG

Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: / _ a.m./p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

No.

You can put number three and your initials?
At least I'm helping you.

Yes, you are best.

But we'd like to go try and get something to eat too, please.
I know. This is number four?

Blank?

Yeah. You have to just put number four on.
Just put, yeah, just put number on it?

It's blank.

Gave me a blank piece of paper, really?

I know. Well this -- this is their way of --
Trying to.

-- making sure we're not, you know, cheating the system. Here's

number five. I got another one?

A

Ql

A

Nothing.
Oh, okay.

There's really? Come on. Yeah, I kind of (Indiscernible/inaudible

15:19) somebody, I'm sorry.

Ql
A

All right. This is number -- photo number six.

Nothing? No it wasn't. No.
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iNTERVIEW WITH NG

Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: / _ a.m./p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

352 Q1 Put number six on it?

353 A No.

354 Ql Put number six and your initials on that one?

355 A Put number six and my initials?

356 Q1 Yeah.

357 A Yeah. I'm trying to go eat, guys please.

358 Ql (Indiscerible/inaudible 16:02), we have two more pictures.
359 A You have two more pictures and my stomach is growling. No.
360 Q1 Okay.

361 A He looks like he's 14.

362 Q That's number seven.

363 A No, he looks like, that's seven?

364 Q1 Yeah.

365 A He looks like he's 14.

366 Q1 That is like 30.

367 A He don't look 30. He look like he's 17. Listen, you know how -- you

368  know how bad this is with me. I'm 53. Okay.

369 Q1 Okay.

370 A I go to Publix on -- on (Indiscernible/inaudible 16:40) Federal. How
371  old are you? (Indiscernible/inaudible 16:46) a pack of cigarettes. I'm older than you. He's like,

372 "How old are you?" "53." He's like, "Here's your cigarettes. Have a nice day."
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iNTERVIEW WITH [N

Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY
DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview:/ _ am./p.m.

Case #: 34-2311-227437

373 Ql That's number eight.

374 A No.

375 Q1 Okay.

376 A He gave me, it looks like he's 35 but ugly.

377 Ql Number eight and your initial.

378 A (Indiscernible/inaudible 17:07) helped you? If T see him again then, I

379  will call you.

380 Ql Okay. Thank you.

381 Q Okay.

382 Q1 All right.

383 A But I -- like I said, if you possibly can please keep my name safe.
384 Q1 I know, I know. All right.

385 Q That's all I got, right man.

386 A I appreciate it.

387 Q You're welcome.

388 A Right, thank you. You know, look, a lot of cops don't normally do

389  that. You're a nice detective. I'm trying to help you as much as I can. It's hard, but as soon as I

390  see him I'm going to call Derek. He's going to be the quickest one.

391 Q All right.
392 A All right. If not, and I don't see Derek, I'm going to call you.
393 Q1 Call me. My phone's always on.
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394

395

396

397

398

399

400

401
402

iNnTERVIEW WITH I

Interviewer: DETECTIVE MICHAEL GOLDSWORTHY

DETECTIVE LEANN SWISHER

Date/Time of Interview: / a.m./p.m.
Case #: 34-2311-227437

A Okay.

Q1 All right, NIl 1 appreciate you helping us with this photo lineup.
A Thank you for this. He's nice.

Ql He is. That's why's he is my partner.

A You know, listen I -- I listen I --

(End).

Reviewed By

Transcribed December 9, 2023
V DVSAN I/B_03 SSG
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Ft. Lauderdale Police Dept. - FL
Incident Report 342311227437-1 (Report 1 of 13)

Incident Report 342311227437-1

Primary Officer: OBERSTEIN, JEREMY (2118)
Assigned District: District 2 Midnights

Assisting Officer: SCHAG, MADELEINE (2131)
District, Neighborhood, Zone: 3,Sailboat Bend Civic Association,80

Overview

Incident Overview

Incident From Date: 11/24/2023 Incident From Time: 04:25 Incident To Time: 04:29
Location: 320 SW 2nd St, Fort Lauderdale, FL, 33312, USA

Vacation Rental?: No

Incident To Date: 11/24/2023
Location Category: Parking/Drop Lot/Garage

Does Date Indicate Report Date?: Yes
Case Factors

Case Factors - Select if True/Yes: BWC Used, Marsy's Law

Officer Present/Crime Scene Log: - Officer Present/Crime Scene Log: DEAN,
ATKINSON, COLLIS (1649) AMEGA (1691)

Officer Present/Crime Scene Log: KAC- Officer Present/Crime Scene Log: DEJO,
MARSKI, KIMBERLY (1606) JOSE (1760)

Officer Present/Crime Scene Log: KATO, Officer Present/Crime Scene Log: OBER-
DAVID (2069) STEIN, JEREMY (2118)

Officer Present/Crime Scene Log: RO- Officer Present/Crime Scene Log: -
DRIGUEZ, JOHN (2132) SCELFO, STEVEN (1427)

Officer Present/Crime Scene Log: - Officer Present/Crime Scene Log